i 


Digitized 

by  the  Internet  Arch 

1 

1 

in  2014 

https://archive.org/details/b19974760M1004 


April  23,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


655 


ESTABUSHBD  1859. 

Subscription:  Pourpence  a  Week,  Ten  5bUIIn$rs  a  Year. 
Summer  and  Winter  Numbers,  1/-  per  Copy. 
Prli  de  I'aboniiement :   The  Chemist  and  Druggist  nne  fois  par  semaine,  et 
I'agenda  da  Ohemist  and  Druggist  uue  fois  par  au,  12.50  francs  par 
an,  franco. 

ibOQuementsprels :   The  Ohemist  and  Druggist  einmal  wochentlich,  und 

Notizkalender  des  Ohemist  and  Druggist  einmal  im  Jahre,  10  Mark 

jahrlich,  frei  in's  Haus  geliefert, 
Preoio  de  suscrioion  :   The  Ohemist  and  Druggist  una  vez  por  semana,  y  el 

Agenda  del  Oliemlst  and  Druggist  una  vez  al  aiio,  12.50  pesetas 

anualea  franco. 

Remittances  Payable  to  Edward  Halsb. 
Postal  Orders  and  Oliequeg  to  be  crosseii  "  MARxra's  Bank  (Ltsiited)." 
Ohtkf  Offioes  :  42  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.O. 

Bbanoh  Offices  :  231  ELIZABETH  STREET,  MELBOURNH. 
\ND  114a  PITT  STREET,  SYDNEY. 


THIS  JOURNAL  is  regularly  supplied  by  subscription  to  the 
whole  of  the  Members  of  TWELVE  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETIES  in  the  British  Empire. 

CONTENTS:  Vol.  LII.  No.  17. 


PAfJB 

Advertising  Ideas    678 

Australasian  Nmvs  661 

Bankruptcy  Reports  665 

British  rimrinacopoeii,  1898  : — 

Its  Chemistry   .  674 

The  Cialenical  Preparations  : 

Tinctures   676 

Thr  Last  Straw    676 

Business  Changes   6tt 

Colonial  and  Foreign  News  661 

Coming  Events    683 

Correspondence  : — 

r.ritish  Pharmacopfcia,  1898  683 
3Ir.  Druce  and  tlio  Council;  .. 
Oliemists'  Wimlows ;  New 
Drugs  and  Preparations  . .  684 

Legal  Queries   685 

Miscellaneous  Inquiries  ....685 

Deaths    ,   673 

Deed  of  Arrangement   esS 

English  News   656 

Editorial  Comments  : — 

Pharmaceutical  Funiinlas   ..  670 

War  and  Trade  Prospects  671 

Trade  with  the  Colonies    671 

The     Helfenherg     Annual  ; 
Quinine  in  Smyrna    673 


PAGE 

Editorial  Comments  (  i:ont.)  : — 
Our  B.T'.  Review  ;  A  Rccoi  il 
IJrokcQ  :    New  Remedies  ; 

Evolution  in  the  West    67? 

French  News    6S0 

Irish  News    65J 

Legal  Report'! : — 

Is  a  Label  SuiTieient  V  Clie- 
mists  Prosecuted  at  Sunder- 
land  663 

Travellers'  .Stateinents:  Pusli- 
ing  JIar\-inc  ;  The  Sledioal 

Act   664 

Marriages   673 

New  Books    677 

New  Companies  and  Oompauy 

News   6!;5 

Personalities    667 

Pharmaceutical     Society  of 
Great  Britain  :— 

Minor  Examination    66? 

Scotch  News   650 

Tra  le-marks  Applied  for   678 

Trade  Notes   667 

Trade  Report    679 

Westminster  Wisdom   678 

Winter  Session    668 


COLONIAL  TRADE. 

Advertisers  should  note  that  the  next  number  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  will  be  the  Coloniar  Issue,  and  in 
Tiewof  the  extreme  importance  of  Colonial  trade  article 
on  p.  671),  we  strongly  urge  upon  them  to  secure  space  in 
the  issue  for  their  announcements  before  the  afternoon  of 
Tuesday  next.  The  publisher  cannot  guarantee  insertion 
■of  advertisements  received  after  Wednesday  at  2  p.m. 


"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS." 

This  book  of  recipes  for  the  drug-trade  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  binders,  and  orders  will  be  executed  next  week.  Full 
particulars  regarding  the  work  will  be  found  on  p.  670.  The 
aiRt  price  is  Is.  Qd.,  or  85.  post  free.  It  may  also  be  obtained 
through  wholesale  houses,  a  list  of  whom  we  hope  to  print 
next  week. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  POETS 

are  invited  to  send  in  couplets  befbre  April  30  on  the  coming 
election.  Each  couplet  must  refer  to  a  Candida  te,  and  if 
possible  rhyme  his  name.  Prizes  from  10s.  downw  ards  will 
be  given  for  all  accepted  couplets.  Names  of  the  candidates 
and  full  particulars  were  published  last  week  (p.  637). 


The  result  of  the  six  months'  analytical  tournament  is 
given  on  p.  656. 

Santonin  and  Cocaine  in  large  doses  figure  as  poison- 
ing agents  this  week  (p.  657.) 

Particulars  of  our  new  recipe  book,  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas,"  arc  given  on  p.  670. 

A  brief  biography  and  portrait  of  Dr.  Georg  Dragcndorfl', 
who  died  on  April  7,  will  be  found  on  p.  673. 

A  LONDOX  Deputy-Coronbr  thinks  the  law  relating  to 
the  sale  of  poisons  needs  remedying  (p.  658). 

The  Suicide  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Faulkker,  a  London 
chemist,  by  prussic  acid  is  reported  on  p.  656. 

The  names  of  103  candidates  who  passed  the  Minor  in 
Loudon  this  month  are  given.  The  failures  numbered  237 
(p.  662.) 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  retail  drug  section  of 
the  P.A.T.A.  and  those  of  the  candidates  for  the  grocery 
section  are  given  on  p.  657. 

A  Melbourne  Chemist,  subpi  cnaedtogive  evidence  about 
a  prescription  in  the  Divorce  Court,  pleaded  privilege,  Luc 
his  claim  was  not  allowed  (p.  661). 

The  Businesses  of  Stevenson  k.  Howell,  T;ondon.  R. 
Parkinson  k.  Sons,  Burnley,  and  Thomas  Ridley  &  Co., 
Carlisle,  are  among  those  converted  into  companies  (p.  665). 

The  County  op  London  Sessions  have  held  that  if  a 
mixture  of  coffee  and  chicory  is  sold  when  coffee  is  asked  fur, 
the  seller  is  protected  if  the  package  is  distinctly  labelled  as 
what  it  is  (p.  663). 

Kay's  Essence  had  been  taken  by  a  woman  on  whom  an 
inquest  was  held,  but  the  doctor  who  attended  Iier  declined 
to  say  that  it  accelerated  her  death,  though  he  thought  it 
did  her  harm  (p.  657). 

The  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  being  rigorouslv 
enforced  in  Sunderland.  A  batch  of  chemists  were  fined 
last  week  for  selling  Gregory's  powder  and  precipitated 
sulphur  not  up  to  B.P.  standard  (p.  653). 

We  follow  up  our  Review  of  the  British  Pharmacopic'a 
by  articles  by  Mr.  David  Howard  on  its  chemistry  (p.  674-), 
and  Mr,  J.  C.  rmney  on  "  The  Changes  in  the  Spirit  Strength 
of  Tinctures "  (p.  676).  Mr.  Howard's  article  is  severely 
critical. 

Mr.  Charles  Umney  replies  to'  the  charge  that  he  has 
violated  the  trust  reposed  in  him  by  the  Pharmacop(Eia 
Committee  through  his  firm  publishing  a  price-list  of  the  new- 
preparations.  He  details  tlie  circumstances  at  length 
(p.  683). 

The  Journalistic  Organ  of  the  licensed  victuallers 
alleges  that  public-houses  are  being  emptied  by  the  surrep- 
titious importation  of  tincture  of  asafetida  into  the  bars,  and 
hints  (hat  this  may  be  a  device  of  the  teetotal  enemy 
(p.  658). 

jMe.  Lukax  told,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  in  Edinburgh  on  Wednesday  night,  how  oxygen  was 
used  for  inhalation  purposes,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  read  short ' 
papers  on  "  A  New  Sympathetic  Ink  "  and  "  An  Incompatible 
Strychnia  Mixture."  We  give  the  papers  and  the  discussion 
which  followed  on  p.  668. 

Three  Articles  of  the  French  Pharmacy  Bill 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Legislature.  By  these  the  grade 
of  second-class  pharmacien  is  abolished  ;  foreign  pharmacists 
are  only  allowed  to  practise  in  France  if  they  have  a  French 
diploma,  and  then  only  if  their  country  similarly  recipro- 
cates ;  and  the  regulations  for  foreign  students  of  pharm  tcy 
are  made  rather  more  severe  (p.  660). 
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News 


Local  newspapers  contairimg  marJced  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  aliuaijs  welcomed  by  the  Editor, 


Analytical  Tournament. 

For  the  past  six  months  the  candidates  in  our  Corner  for 
Students  have  been  competing  not  only  for  the  monthly 
prizes  but  also  with  a  view  to  the  highest  marks  in  the  six 
winter  contests. 

In  our  issue  of  October  16,  1897,  we  offered  as  a  special 
prize  a  copy  of  Mende]eef's  "  Principles  of  Chemistry,"  in 
2  volumes,  and  a  certiGcate  to  the  competitor  who  should 
make  the  highest  record,  in  the  six  monthly  competitions 
then  to  follow.  The  second  and  third  in  the  competition 
were  also  promised  a  certificate.  The  chemical  work  done 
in  this  section  of  our  Journal  is  of  so  high-class  a  character, 
and  attracts  so  many  skilled  young  analysts,  that  there  is  no 
disgrace  in  not  getting  into  the  first  flight ;  and  it  may  be 
added  tliat  no  student,  however  brilliant  he  may  be,  has  the 
faintest  chance  of  succeeding  unless  he  sticks  to  the  com- 
petition during  all  the  six  months.  The  possible  marks  of 
the  half-vear  are  600.  The  top  man  secures  his  place  with 
95,  96,  98,  100,  95,  and  95  In  the  course  of  the  half-year  he 
has  taken  one  first  and  one  second  prize.  There  has  been 
some  little  uncertainty  about  the  complc-te  list  owing  to  the 
fact  that  some  of  the  contestants  have  changed  their  de 
2^1  II we  during  the  progress  of  the  tournament ;  but  we  think 
we  are  right  in  giving  the  following  list  of  the  nine  students 
who  scored  500  marks  and  upwards  in  the  six  competitions. 
They  are  as  follows  : — 


C.  ,T.  Paokkam    579 

Galen    574 

H.  W.  Hanie  (H.W.H.),..  547 

Acetylene   546 

A.  E.  Beeston    535 


Dover 
Lyra 

A.  .J.  B.  (.4.  .T.  Bills) 
R.  Pickup  


521 
516 
509 
500 


We  await  possible  corrections,  and  also  hope  to  receive 
from  all  who  figure  under  a  nam  dc  plume  authority  to  publish 
their  correct  names  and  addresses,  and  next  week  we  will 
endeavour  to  give  these. 

When  Polly  is  Found  Out. 

Judge  Waddy  has  no  doubt  about  a  future  state  of  exist- 
ence. As  Recorder  of  Sheffield,  he  had  before  him  last  week 
a  miner  named  I'rstwell,  who  was  found  unconscious  in  the 
street,  with  a  bottle  containing  laudanum  and  another  with 
some  embrocation  in  his  pocket.  The  .Judge  thought  exer- 
cise would  do  liim  good,  and  to  ensure  that  he  should  get  it 
he  sent  the  man  to  prison  for  a  montli  with  hard  labour. 
If  he  did  not  go  to  gaol,  ho  told  Fretwell,  "he  might  be 
making  another  attempt  on  his  life,  and  probably  would 
succeed,  and  then  he  would  find  out  how  foolish  he  had 
been." 

Suicide  of  a  Chemist. 

At  the  Kensington  Town  Hall  Mr.  H.  R.  Oswald,  Deputy- 
Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  on  April  16  with  reference  to  the 
death  of  James  Ross  Faulkner,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
lately  residing  at  173  Ladbroke  Grove,  Kensington,  who 
committed  suicide  by  prussic-acid  poisoning  on  April  13. 

The  first  witness.  Mr.  Arthur  Yaughan  Humphries,  a  carpet- 
warehouseman  in  the  City,  identified  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased, and  said  he  had  known  him  for  thirty-one  years. 
He  was  a  chemist  in  business  at  Ladbroke  Grove,  and 
witness  was  his  executor.  Witness  saw  him  when  his  wife 
was  dying  a  short  time  ago,  and  he  was  then  very  depressed. 
He  was  also  in  financial  difficulties,  but  had  never  threatened 
to  take  his  own  life.  Witness  had  arranged  to  see  him  on 
the  day  of  his  death,  but  telegraphed  to  him  from  the 
country  that  he  could  not  come. 

The  Coroner  asked  witness  as  to  the  deceased's  financial 


worries,  and  he  replied  that  he  believed  he  was  utter]y 
crushed  out  of  the  world  by  monetary  difficulties. 

Continuing,  witness  said  he  could  not  speak  as  to  the 
deceased's  domestic  troubles,  but  when  his  mother  died  two 
years  ago  she  left  him  5001.  and  property  which  would  bring- 
him  in  lOOZ.  a  year.  When  his  wife  died  he  toM  witness, 
however,  that  that  was  gone,  and  witness  was  of  opinion 
that  it  was  used  at  that  time  to  pay  his  debts  and  to  make 
him  solvent.  His  business  had  not  been  so  good  lately,  and 
he  thought  deceased  had  difficulty  in  making  ends  meet, 
but  witness  firmly  believed  that,  when  everything  had  been 
cleared  up,  the  business  would  be  found  to  be  in  a  solvent 
condition,  and  he  already  had  offers  from  buyer.s. 

Mary  Leach,  housekeeper  to  the  deceased,  stated  that  she 
had  noticed  that  deceased  had  been  worried  and  depressed 
at  times,  although  he  had  never  spoken  as  to  the  cause.  A 
.sheriff's  officer  had  been  in  possession  for  a  fortnight,  and 
he  appeared  mu  ch  worried  by  that.  On  the  day  before  his 
death  he  was  out  all  day,  and  at  night,  just  as  witness  was 
going  to  bed,  she  noticed  him  go  into  the  library.  The 
next  morning  she  went  to  his  room  to  call  him,  as  usual,  but 
could  get  DO  answer.  Thinking  something  was  wrong,  she 
called  up  the  :herifE's  officer,  who  looked  into  the  room,  and 
said  he  thought  Mr.  Faulkner  was  dead.  Witness  at  once 
went  down  to  the  shop  and  called  the  assistant. 

By  the  Coroner:  Lately  the  deceased  had  been  drinking 
to  excess.  During  the  Easter  holidays  he  was  staying  at 
4  Manor  Place.  Paildington  Green,  with  a  friend,  Mrs.  Ribble, 
and  after  his  death  a  letter  to  that  lady  was  found. 

Police-sergeant  Sims  deposed  to  finding  deceased  dead  in 
bed,  an  empty  prussic-acid  bottle  on  the  dressing-table, 
and  the  three  letters  produced. 

The  first  letter  was  addressed  to  his  dispenser,  Mr. 
Dunstan,  and  gave  directions  as  to  the  disposal  of  his  books 
and  papers,  and  some  money  he  had  left  for  the  housekeeper. 
The  second  letter  was  enclosed  in  a  stamped  envelope,  and 
addressed  to  the  Coroner.  It  was  dated  April  13,  and  read  : — 
"The  Coroner.  Sir, — To  save  the  trouble  of  an  inquest, 
1  beg  to  inform  ym  that  I  have  taken  hydrocyanic  acid,  to 
destroy  my  life.  I  am  tired  of  this  weary  world  and  its 
many  troubles.  I  have  lost  everything  dear  or  near  to  me, 
and  find  life  a  dreary  waste. — Yours  truly,  J.  R.  F.-^ulknee." 
The  third  letter  was  addressed  to  Mrs.  Ribble,  4  Manor 
Place,  Paddington  Green,  and  read:— '  Dear  Nellie, — I 
cannot  stand  my  loneliness  and  all  the  troubles  fhat  are 
ahead  of  me  any  longer,  so  shall  hope  to  be  in  a  better 
world  presently.  If  you  get  the  chance  of  keeping  on  the 
house,  I  think  I  should  do  so.  I  liave  endeavoured  to  pave 
the  way  for  you,  if  the  powers  that  be  will  act  up  to  it. 
You  will  make  a  nice  little  income  out  of  it  with  your  care 
and  industry.  God  bless  you  and  look  after  you.  Love  to 
you  and  Dick. — Your  sorrowing  and  grief-stricken  old  friend, 
Ross." 

Sidney  Dunstan,  dispenser  in  the  decea.sed's  employ,  said 
he  had  not  noticed  any  particular  change  in  the  deceased 
lately,  except  his  depression,  which  he  tried  to  bide  from 
witness.  He  had  not  been  attending  to  business  lately,  and 
witness  thought  he  had  been  drinking  a  little.  The  day 
before  his  death  he  went  to  the  City  on  business,  but  before 
doing  so  gave  witness  a  message  for  some  gentlemen  who 
were  coming  about  some  furniture.  He  co  aid  hardly  spaak 
then,  and  his  hand  trembled  very  much.  In  deceased's  bed- 
room he  found  two  bottles  of  hydrocyanii  acid — one  empty, 
and  about  60  drops  gone  from  the  second.  They  were  both 
1-oz.  bottles,  of  Scheele's  strength,  and  he  had  taken  enougli 
to  kill  several  men. 

Frederick  William  Bettison,  a  sheriff's  officer,  stated  that 
he  had  been  put  in  possession  at  deceased's  for  a  writ  foi 
561.  'Sg.  lid.  It  was  for  debt  to  a  building  society.  He  had 
several  conversations  with  the  deceased,  who  seemed  very 
depressed  at  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  had  remarked  that 
he  wished  he  was  dead. 

Dr.  Archibald  Dunliar  Walker,  of  160  Ladbroke  Grove, 
said  he  was  calUd  and  found  the  deceased  dead  in  the 
manner  described.  He  had  made  a  post-mor/em  examina- 
tion, and  found  all  the  organs  healthy  except  the  liver, 
which  was  fatty  and  enlarged  by  tlie  venous  congestion  of 
the  blood  ;  the  muscles  were  contracted,  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  death  was  due  to  liydrocyanic  acid.  Forty 
minims  had  been  known  to  kill,  but  he  should  consider 
30  minims  of  Scheele's  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 
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The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  of  imsonnd 
mind. 

The  P.A.T.A.  Council. 

We  stated  last  week  that  Mr.  Bunker  and  Mr.  Hessell  had 
been  elected  on  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.  (retail  section), 
in  place  of  Mr.  Cocks,  Plymouth,  and  Mr.  Williams,  Man- 
chester (who  is  a  candidate  for  the  Grocery  Council).  Tlie 
chemists'  retail  section  now  consists  of  the  following 
members : — 

Barnes,  W.  E.,  Upton  Manor,  E. 

Bunker,  C.  J.  G.,  Great  Dover  Street,  S.E, 

Cooper,  A.,  South  Kensington,  S.W. 

Garratt,  T.  P.,  Newport. 

Hessell,  James,  High^'ate  Pioad,  N.W, 

Jones,  W ,  Birmingham. 

Piokard,  S.  N,,  Bradford. 

Rowsell,  F.,  Exeter. 

Seely,  Herbert  W.,  Halifax. 

Wokes,  T.  S.,  Liverpool. 

Messrs.  James  Chipp,  of  South  Hackney,  and  F.  W.  V/arren, 
of  Harrow  Koad,  had  also  been  nominated,  but  they  were  not 
willing,  to  serve,  so  that,  as  the  exact  number  of  members 
only  were  nominated,  there  was  no  voting.  For  the 
Grocery  Retail  Ten  the  following  fifteen  gentlemen  have  been 
nominated  : — 

Appleton,  William,  Hornsey  Road,  N. 

Burgis,  C.  E.,  Leamington. 

Dawes,  Arthur,  Wellingborough. 

Evans,  D.  E.,  Farringdon  Street,  London, 

Johnston,  A.  J.,  Liverpool. 

Mens,  E.,  Eeading. 

Pitts,  William,  Northampton. 

Power,  Councillor,  Portsmouth. 

Snape,  George,  Wolverhamiiton. 

Templeman,  W.  H.,  Hull. 

Thome,  Robert,  Caledonian  Road,  N. 

Watson,  Jolui,  Belfast. 

Williams,  John,  Holloway  Eoad,  N. 

Williams,  Jolm,  Manchester. 

Wolstenliolme,  J.  T.,  Southport. 

These  are  said  to  be  all  recognised  representative  men  in  the 
grocery  business. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  P.A.T.A.  is  to  be  held  at  the 
Agricultural  Hall  in  June,  probably  on  the  17th  of  that 
month. 

Kay's  E.ssence  Implicated. 
Mr.  Oswald,  Deputy-Coroner,  held  an  inquiry  at  Hammer- 
.smith  on  April  19  touching  the  death  of  Jessie  Rebecca 
Bennett  (47),  a  single  woman,  living  at  19  St.  Peter's  Road, 
Hammersmith.  The  Coroner  said  the  deceased  had  been 
taking  a  patent  medicine  called  Kay's  compound  essence, 
which,  according  to  the  label,  was  a  linseed  compound  con- 
taining morphia  and  a  preparation  of  chloroform.  It  was 
labelled  "  Poison,"  according  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act, 
but  the  jury  would  have  to  say  whether  the  death  had  been 
accelerated  by  it  in  any  way.  Miss  Sophia  Bennett,  a  dress- 
maker, said  the  deceased  had  always  had  bad  healtli,  and 
at  Christmas  had  influenza.  An  attack  of  rheumatic 
fever  had  left  her  heart  very  weak,  and  the  doctor  told 
witness  it  was  diseased.  Lately  she  had  suffered  from  a 
cough  and  shortness  of  breath,  and  had  been  taking  Kay's 
essence  to  obtain  relief.  On  Thursday  she  was  oat,  and 
complained  of  feeling  unwell  on  her  return.  Before  going 
to  bed  she  took  the  essence,  as  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
doing  night  and  morning.  She  took  as  a  dose  a  teaspoonful 
m  water.  During  the  night  she  was  breathing"  rather 
strangely.  Witness  slept  in  the  same  room,  and  the  next 
morning  found  she  was  dead.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner, 
witness  said  it  was  not  a  doctor  who  advised  the  deceased 
to  take  the  compound.  Dr.  Edward  Callingham,  of  King 
btreet,  said  he  attended  the  deceased  at  the  commencement 
ot  the  present  month  for  shortness  of  breath  and  general 
weakness.  Sbe  had  a  dilated  and  weak  heart.  He  was 
called  in  after  the  death,  and  had  since  made  a  p-^st- mortem 
examination.  The  heart  showed  signs  of  mitral  disease  of 
the  valves,  and  was  enlarged,  dilated,  and  fatty.  He  had 
made  an  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  had 
traced  morphia,  but  not  enough  to  account  for  the  death. 
He  tailed  to  find  any  chloroform,  but  that  might  have 
evaporated.  Death  was  due  to  syncope  from  mitral  incom- 
petency, and  diktat  ion  of  the  heart.  In  reply  to  the  Coroner, 


the  witness  said  it  was  most  improper  and  dangerous  to  give 
morphia  to  a  person  with  a  weak  heart.  He  vicn;  of  opinion 
that  the  taking  of  the  compound  did  her  harri:,  but  he  woid<( 
net  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  had  accelerated  the  death. 
The  Coroner  said  it  v;as  most  foolish  fpr  people  to  treat 
themselves  with  drugs.  It  was  also  highly  dangerous,  as  it 
might  have  hastened  the  death.  The  jury  retu.-J2ed  a  verdiLt 
in  accordance  with  the  medical  evidence. 

Fires. 

A  destructive  fire  took  place  on  April  16  on  the  preonso 
of  Mr.  T.  W.  Simcock,  manufacturer  of  druggists'  sundrie:j 
and  medical  bottles,  in  Cross  Fountaine  Street,  Leeds.  The 
fire  was  got  under  after  an  hour's  hard  fight,  and  was  not 
allowed  to  spread  to  the  adjoining  premises,  which  are 
occupied  by  Perry's  Powders  (Limited),  Taylor's  Drug- 
stores (Limited),  and  one  or  two  other  firms.  The  fumea 
from  the  burning  drugs  made  the  work  of  tlie  firemen  very 
unpleasant,  and  the  damage  done  has  been  considerable,  but 
the  actual  sum  has  not  yet  been  estimated.  The  origin  ci 
the  fire  is  unknown. 

An  alarming  fire  occurred  on  April  15  at  Messrs.  Speak- 
man's  drug-stores.  High  Street,  Runcorn.  The  blas^e  origi- 
nated in  a  store-room  at  the  rear  of  the  establishment,  which 
contained  a  large  quantity  of  inflammable  materials.  The 
flames  spread  so  rapidly  that  within  half  ac  hour  of  the 
outbreak  the  roof  of  the  building  collapsed,  and  the  fire  was 
not  finally  subdued  until  much  damage  had  been  done. 

On  April  16  a  fire  broke  out  at  Henry  Street,  Bermondsey, 
on  the  premises  occupied  by  Spratt's  Dog  Bis  ..uit  Manufa>;> 
turing  Company  (Limited).  After  consideraulc  difficulty 
the  flames  were  subdued,  some  stock  on  the  tirst  floor  only 
being  destroyed,  the  rest  of  the  premises  suffering  severuly 
from  heat,  smoke,  and  water.  This  was  the  wecond  iiro 
which  had  occurred  at  the  same  place  within  twenty-four 
hours. 

Beatii  from  Santonin. 

Last  week  Mr.  Weedon,  coroner,  held  an  inrjcest  on  the 
body  of  Mrs.  Humphries,  wife  of  a  groom,  who  had  died  thtj 
previous  day  from  the  effects  of  an  overdose  of  santonin, 
accidentally  taken.  It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  htr 
husband  that  deceased  had  an  idea  that  she  had  '  something, 
alive  inside  her  "  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  months.  Sho 
took  different  patent  medicines,  'out  to  no  purpose.  She  v.'ay 
an  outpatient  of  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  for  sis  wctk  ;, 
but  did  not  get  better.  About  six  months  ago  a  neighbour 
told  her  to  get  some  santonin,  which  she  did  and  took  some 
doses,  after  which  she  "acted  like  a  lunatic,"  and  continued 
to  have  fits  until  half  an  hour  before  she  died.  About  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  before  she  died  she  told  him  she  had 
taken  all  the  santonin,  of  which  he  thought  tliere  was  qnitc 
2  drs.  Dr.  Taylor  spoke  to  finding  deceased  unconsciou.s.  On  . 
her  regaining  consciousness  he  questioned  her  and  found  sho 
had  taken  the  powder,  which  was  a  powerful  poison,  and  waj  • 
often  used  in  very  small  quantities  as  a  worm-powder.  She 
had  the  appearance  of  having  taken  poison.  On  examining 
deceased  just  before  her  death  he  found  she  was  suffering 
from  an  intern.-il  tumour.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
death  from  poison  accidentally  taken. 

Deatli  from  Cocaine. 

Dr.  G.  Danford  Thomas  held  an  inquest  ai  Paddington  < 
on  April  18,  on  the  body  of  Florence  Emin,  the  v;ife  of  Dr. 
M.  Emin,  of  149  Led'oury  Road,  Bayswater,  who  died  from 
the  effects  of  poison  self-administered.    The  deceased  waj 
occasionally  very  depres^.ed,  and  eiglit  months  ago  she' 
swallowed  a  quantity  of  laudanum  from  a  phial  she  founds 
in  her  husband's  black  bag,  assigning  no  reason  for  doing 
so,  but  telling  her  husband  immediately  after  the  act.  Anti- 
dotes were  applied,  and  s'ne  soon  recovered.    On  the  day  of 
her  death  she  informed  her  husband  that  she  was  feeling  ill, 
and,  producing  a  small  bottle  from  her  pocket  (which  sho- 
had  obtained  from  her  husband's  bag,  as  in  the  previous- 
case),  said  "I  have  taken  cocaine;  go  for  a  doctor."  Dr. 
Emin  said  deceased  had  apparently  swallowed  half  an  ounce- 
of  a  solution  of  cocaine  containing  from  40  to  48  gr.  of  the 
alkaloid.    He  hurried  off  for  a  doctor,  and  on  his  return  she- 
was  unconscious,  and  died  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.. 
Dr.  A.  Davis,  of  Cornwall  Road,  Bayswater,  who  was  caileJ 
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in,  and  tad  maSe  an  autopsy,  stated,  that  death  was  clearly 
due  to  cocaine-poisoning.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  of 
suicide  wliile  of  unsound  mind. 

Three  Sixpennywortlis  of  Xiaudanum. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Huddersfield  on  Ai)vil  14,  respecting 
the  death  of  Ellen  Hopper,  who  committed  suicide  by  taking 
laudanum,  it  wac-  stated  that  the  deceased  sent  to  three 
different  cbemigts'  shops  in  the  town  for  sixpenny  worth  of 
laudanum,  wliicli  she  got  in  each  case.  She  emptied  the 
whole  into  a  einger-becr  bottle  and  drank  the  lot.  A 
verdict  of  suicide  was  returned. 

Alleged  Embezzlement. 
Harry  Duuigan  was  charged  at  Canterbury  Police  Court  on 
April  14  with  embezzling  sums  of  lO.?.  Qd.,l.<.  l^yl.,  21.  IQs.  l\-tl.. 
4.S.  4^n^.,  and  2.;,  Id.,  money  received  by  him  on  behalf  of  his 
employers,  Me-.sis.  Finn  &  Sons  (Limited),  patent  and 
homoeopathic  medicine  and  drug  vendors,  Canterbury.  The 
prosecutors  stated  that  the  accused,  who  liad  been  in  their 
emplojr  for  a  'considerable  time,  absconded  with  the  money. 
A  remand  was  granted  and  bail  allowed. 

Sale  of  Phosphorus  Paste. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Wood,  Deputy  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  at 
Bermohdsey  on  Tuesday,  touching  the  death  of  George 
MinchuU  Hipvvell  (23),  a  baker's  assistant,  who  had  com- 
mitted suicide  by  taking  phosphorus  paste.  Dr.  Humphrey 
Jones,  of  Southwark  Park  Road,  who  was  called  in  said 
deceased  told  Lim  he  had  taken  phosphorous  paste,  and 
that  he  had  obtained  the  poison  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Peach, 
chemist.  He  further  stated  that  the  thought  of  committing 
suicide  only  presented  itself  to  him  when  he  passed  the 
chemist's  shop,  and  that  he  had  done  what  he  had  through 
some  trouble  with  reference  to  a  girl.  The  Coroner:  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  getting  this  phosphorus  paste  1 
Witness  :  No  ;  there  are  no  re.strictions  on  its  sale.  A  Juror  : 
You  can  get  it  at  oilshops.  Thomas  Edward  Peach,  chemist, 
182  Southwark  Park  Road,  said  he  did  not  remember  selling 
the  paste  to  deceased.  The  Coroner  :  What  restriction.^  are 
imposed  upon  the  sale  of  this  poison?  Witness:  There 
are  none  except  that  it  has  to  be  labelled  "  Poison."  The 
Coroner  :  You  ought  to  put  your  name  and  address  on  it. 
Witness;  The  Act  does  not  require  it.  The  Coroner:  I 
should  advise  you  to  do  so  in  future,  or  you  may  get  into 
trouble.  (To  the  doctor)  :  Is  there  not  some  Bill  now  before 
the  House  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  Poisons  Act  ?  The 
Doctor:  Yes.  The  Coroner:  The  present  Act  is  very  in- 
efficient and  needs  speedy  remedying.  There  is  no  reason 
whatever  why  persons  purchasing  any  kind  of  poison  should 
not  give  their  names  and  addresses,  which  would  mean  very 
great  .protection.  The  Doctor:  Carbolic  and  many  other 
poisons  ought  to  be  sold  under  the  same  restrictions  as  those 
already  in  the  schedule.  The  Coroner :  I  quite  agree  with 
you,  and  whea  that  is  done  many  lives  will  be  saved  every 
year. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Dover  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  the  tender  of 
Mr.  Edward  Thompson,  chemist  and  druggist,  King  Street, 
for  the  supply  of  chemicals  to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing 
half-year. 

The  Barn.'jtaple  Board  of  Guardians  has  accepted  the  con- 
tract of  Mr.  S.  Goss,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  High  Street, 
for  the  supply  of  quinine  and  cod-liver  oil. 

Midland  Assistants  at  Dinner. 

The  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  had  their 
third  annual  dinner  at  the  Colonnade  Hotel,  Birmingham, 
•on  April  13,  Mr.  Casson,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

After  Mr.  G.  E.  Perry  had  proposed  "  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society;"  for  which  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson  respondeH,  Mr.  R.  D. 
Gibbs  proposed  "  The  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Asso- 
ciation." He  expressed  his  gratification  that  there  was  a 
body  of  assistants  in  Birmingham  energetic  enoueh  to  form 
such  an  association.  By  banding'  themselves  togetlier  he 
thought  assistants  might  obtain  many  advantages,  amongst 
them  being  a  reduction  in  working-hours.  He  wished 
it  to  be  understood,  however,  that  a>sistants  could  not  get 
shorter  hours  by  merely  demanding  them.    It  was  a  matter 


for  the  public,  and  the  pjublic  would  have  to  be  educated  up 
to  it.  Chemists'  assistants  must  be  ready  to  acknowledge 
themselves  servants  of  the  public,  and  sliould  endeavour  to 
fill  their  po.sitions  honourably  and  nobly,  and  their  reward 
would  be  sure. 

Mr.  Casson,  in  responding,  thanked  Mr.  Gibbs  for  the  kind- 
ness he  had  shown  to  the  Association  since  its  inception. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Walton  proposed  "  The  Visitors,"  and  Mr.  Boucher 
responded. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Goff,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  been  elected 
a  member  of  the  Dartford  I'rban  District  Councih 

Mr.  C.  Cross,  chemist  and  druggist,  Winterton,  has  been 
elected  a  member  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  James  Woodhead,  manufacturing  chemist,  has  been 
elected  to  the  Slaithwaite  District  Council. 

Mr.  C.  11.  Griffitlis,  chemist  and  druggist.  Market  Street, 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Droylsden  Urban  District 
Council. 

Mr.  W.  Morley  Martin,  Ph.C,  F.C.S.,  has  been  elected  to 
the  Redruth  Urban  District  Council. 

At  the  Easter  Vestry  meeting  of  Christ  Church  Derby,  Mr. 
E.  Machin,  manufacturing  chemist,  was  appointed  people's 
warden.  At  the  Easter  A'estry  meeting,  Malvern  Wells,  Mr. 
E.  J.  Clarke,  chemist,  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  parish 
warden.  At  a  meeting  of  St.  John's  Vestry,  Mansfield,  held 
on  April  14,  Mr.  B.  Adams,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market 
Place,  was  re-elected  people's  warden. 

At  Christ  Church  Vestry  meeting,  Cockermouth,  Mr.  R.  V. 
Brown,  chemist  and  druggist,  was  reappointed  peoj)le's 
warden  for  the  seventh  time. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Barnard,  chemist  and  druggist,  88  Columbia 
Road,  N.E.,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Bethnal  Green 
Board  of  Guardians,  and  to  represent  the  parish  on  the 
Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  for  three  years.  Mr.  Barnard 
has  been  a  vestryman  and  guardian  for  upwards  of  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Dodd,  chemist,  of  70  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
W..  and  Mr.  G.  A.  Hodgkinson,  chemist,  of  Chapel  Street, 
Somers  Town,  have  been  elected  to  the  St.  Pancras  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Mr.  J.  Severs,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  appointed  to 
represent  the  drug- trade  on  the  Kendal  Tradesmen's  Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Bird,  chemist,  who  is  chairman  of  the  School 
Board  and  one  of  the  leaders  in  educational  matters  in 
Coventry,  gave  on  April  18  an  "At  Home"  to  celebrate  the 
inauguration  of  a  pupil-teachers'  centre. 

Mr.  G.  T.  W.  New.sholme,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of 
Shefl'ield,  and  Vice-president  of  the  Council  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  was  on  Wednesday  last  elected  chairman  of 
the  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians. 

A  Doctor's  Fatal  Mistake. 

On  Monday  Dr.  Douie,  aged  39  years,  of  Sevcnoaks,  was 
preparing  to  visit  his  patients,  and,  returning  to  the  surgery, 
was  suddenly  taken  ill.  He  called  to  his  wife  to  procure  some 
mustard  ancl  water,  explaining  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 
Subsequently  he  added  that,  feeling  thirsty,  he  had  hurriedly 
taken  up  a  glass  and  drunk  a  quantity  of  water.  Afterwards, 
noticing  a  peculiar  taste,  lie  was  horrified  to  find  that  he 
had  used  a  glass  which  had  previou.sly  contained  tincture  of 
nux  vomica.  Dr.  Marriott  was  called  in,  but  so  rapid  was 
the  action  of  the  poison  that  the  emetic  did  not  take  effect 
in  time,  and  Dr.  Douie  expired  within  thirty  minutes.  A 
coroner  and  jury  investigated  the  matter  on  Wednesday, 
and,  after  Dr.  Marriott's  evidence,  a  verdict  of  death  by 
misadventure  was  returned. 

New  Use  for  Asafetida. 

The  Morning  Advertiser  states  that  during  the  present 
week  several  public-houses  at  Brixton  have  been  visited  by 
persons  who  have  stealthily  perfumed  the  saloon-bars  with 
tincture  of  asafetida,  and  in  each  case  the  customers  made  a 
wild  rush  for  the  street,  one  busy  housebeingcleared  in  less  than 
three  minutes.  It  is  not  known  whether  it  is  the  work  of 
rabid  teetotallers  or  practical  jokers.  The  Advertiser  asserts 
that  this  kind  of  thing  is  an  offence  for  which  the  law  pro- 
vides a  very  heavy  penalty.  No  wonder  the  finest  qualities 
1  of  asafetida  are  not  to  be  had. 
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Burglars'  Second  Visit. 

In  our  issue  of  March  26  (page  492)  we  gave  an  account  of 
a  daring  and  snccessful  burglary  which  took  place  at  the 
establishment  of  Messrs.  Solport  Brothers,  66  Shaftesbury 
Street,  N.  W e  learn  that  on  April  15  a  second  raid  took 
place,  and  672  yards  of  silk  (for  use  in  making  court-plaster), 
9  dozen  chest-protectors,  a  mackintosh,  a  coat,  and  a  few 
paid  cheques  carried  away.  The  whole  of  the  property  has 
been  recovered,  however,  chiefly  through  the  Sherlock-Holmes 
ability  of  Mr.  Albert  Nixon,  one  of  the  firm's  employes.  The 
burglars  were  tracked  by  means  of  their  footprints  and 
other  markings,  over  roofs  and  through  gardens,  over 
fences  and  walls,  to  a  house  in  32  Cavendish  Street, 
■where  the  goods  were  found  intact  in  a  locked  room.  The 
trackers  concealed  themselves  until  the  proprietors  of  the 
room  appeared,  and  then  effected  a  neat  capture  while  the 
booty  was  being  examined.  The  thieves  practically  admitted 
their  complicity,  and  were  locked  up.  On  Monday  last  they 
were  brought  before  Mr.  Corser,  at  Worship  Street,  and  re- 
manded pending  inquiries  into  the  property  represented  by 
nine  pawn-tickets  found  in  the  prisoners'  possession. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Pliarmaccuiica.l  Assistant  Examination. — H.  Hoskin 
passed.    Two  candidates  were  rejected. 

I?egistercd  Druygist  Examination. — C.  Carmichael, 
J.  Fulton,  G.  Johnson,  F.  JIcKenna,  J.  McMullan,  A.  Moore, 
J.  Warnock,  and  J.  A.  Wier  passed.  Three  candidates  were 
rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination. — A.  C.  Ross,  W.  B. 
Murray,  D  M.  H.  Leane,  W.  J.  Burke,  and  R.  Collis  passed. 
Eight  candidates  were  rejected. 

Business  Changes. 

Dr.  J.  Leonard  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  business 
carried  on  at  19  North  Earl  Street,  and  at  the  other  branches 
in  Dublin,  to  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter,  who  will  discharge  all  out- 
standing liabilities. 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Cahill,  L  P.S.L,  late  of  Dr.  Leonard's  Medical 
Hall,  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  has  opened  a  high-class 
medical  hall  at  the  corner  of  Dorset  Street,  Drumcondra.  It 
is  called  the  "  Dorset  Pharmacy." 

Drug-coatracts. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Henchy,  chemist,  Kilmallock,  has  been  appointed 
drag  and  medicine  contractor  to  the  Kilmallock  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  chemists,  Belfast,  have  been  ap- 
pointed drug  and  medicine  contractors  to  the  Stranorlar 
Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Bourke,  L.P.S.I.,  Roscrca,  has  secured  the  drug- 
contract  for  the  Roscrea  Guardians,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  a  competitor  offered  to  supply  Epsom  salts  at  Zd. 
per  cwt.  carriage  paid. 

The  ethics  of  drug-contracting  were  discussed  by  the 
Swinford  Guardians  last  week.  The  medical  officers  recom- 
mended the  acceptance  of  a  tender  sent  in  by  Mr.  Whyte,  Sligo. 
They  said  it  was  about  the  average,  although  there  were 
some  things  in  the  tender  which  could  not  be  supplied  at 
the  prices  named,  such  as  cod-liver  oil  at  \s.  per  gallon. 
Mr.  Lynch  said  all  the  tenders  contained  articles  which 
could  not  be  sold  at  the  prices  quoted  ;  but  how  did  the 
selected  tender  compare  with  the  others  in  regard  to  the 
most  commonly-used  drugs  ?  The  Guardians  having  been 
.satisfied  on  that  score,  Mr.  Lynch  said  extra  medicines 
should  not  be  got  from  the  general  contractor.    No  price 
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was  put  on  the  extras,  and  the  contractor  might  prepare  his 
tender  on  the  chance  of  pulling  up  Ids  losses  on  the  profit  on 
extras.  After  a  lengthy  discui-sion,  Mr.  Whyte's  tender  was 
accepted.  Nine  contractors  sent  in  tenders.  Messrs.  Smith 
&  Shepperd,  Dublin,  were  appointed  contractors  for  the 
supply  of  surgichl  and  medical  appliances. 

The  Athy  Guardians,  in  considering  the  tenders  for  medi- 
cines, found  that  the  lowest  was  from  Messrs  Leslie  &  Co., 
Dublin,  and  next  to  that  came  one  from  Mr.  J.  J.  MoHugh,  a 
local  chemist,  the  grand  total  of  whose  tender  nnly  exceeded 
that  of  the  Dublin  firm  by  11.  lis.  2d.  The  Chairman  said 
he  supposed  they  would  have  to  give  the  contract  to  Messrs-. 
Leslie,  although  they  had  to  complain  of  that  firm  on  a 
former  occasion.  Mr.  Whelan  :  It  is  not  compulsory  to  give 
it  to  the  lowest  tender.  Mr.  Doyle :  It  is  often  very  inconvenient 
to  have  the  medicine  sujiplied  by  a  man  at  a  distance. 
Suppose  a  telegram  for  medicines  had  to  be  sent;  that 
would  add  to  the  ex])ense.  Mr.  Whelan  :  And  then  there  is 
the  carriage.  The  Clerk  said  telegrams  had  often  to  be  sent 
for  medicines  wanted  urgently.  IJesides  he  had  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  with  Leslie's  about  overcharging,  especially  on 
articles  not  in  the  schedule.  There  was  at  present  an  un- 
settled bill  for  30/.  for  extra  medicines.  The  medicines  were 
sent  carriage  free,  but  telegrams  had  to  be  paid  for.  The 
contract  was  given  to  Mr.  McHugh. 

The  Sulphuric-acid  Patent  Case. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  has  delivered  judgment  in  the 
case  of  Webb  i\  Kynoch  &  Co.,  in  which  tjie  plaintiff  allege<l 
that  the  defendants  were  infringing  his  patent  for  an  im- 
proved method  of  concentrating  sulphuric  acid.  (A  report 
of  the  action  appeared  in  our  issue  of  April  9.)  His  Lord- 
ship held  that  the  plaintiff's  patent  was  a  valid  one,  and 
that  it  had  been  infiinged  by  the  defendants,  and  he  gave 
judgment  in  his  favour  with  costs  on  the  higher  scale. 

The  Belfast  Coroner's  Views. 

At  an  inquest  held  last  week  in  Belfast  on  the  body  of  a 
man  named  Steenson,  who  committed  suicide  by  swallowing 
a  quantity  of  oxalic  acid,  the  Coroner  said  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  the  same  rules  applied  to  the  sale  of  oxalic 
acid  as  to  strychnine  and  other  deadly  poisons — in  other 
words,  it  should  be  put  into  the  first  schedule  nf  poisonous 
compounds.  Mr.  Edward  J.  Roberts,  the  druggist  from 
v^hom  the  deceased  purchased  the  acid,  was  put  through  his 
facings  by  the  Coroner  as  to  the  taking  of  the  name  and 
address  of  the  purchaser  of  the  poison.  This,  be  said,  he 
was  cot  compelled  to  do,  and  the  inclusion  of  oxalic  acid  in 
the  first  poison  schedule  would  puttradesraen  in  an  awkwan.l 
position,  as  the  acid  was  largely  used  for  cleaning  brasses. 
The  jury  ignored  the  Coroner's  recommendation,  and  returned 
a  verdict  in  accordance  with  t'ne  medical  testimony. 

Newspaper  Advice. 

The  dangers  of  taking  too  literally  tlie  "medical  advice' 
given  in  the  correspondence  columns  of  village  weeklies  was 
illustrated  last  week  at  Cloneygowan.  Patrick  O'Brien 
suffered  from  corns.  He  was  advised  by  the  "doctor"  io 
burn  them  out— how,  it  was  not  stated.  He  rolled  a  calico 
bandage  round  his  toes,  steeped  the  bandage  in  petroleum, 
and  ignited  it.  He  is  now  wiser,  but  is  under  surgical 
treatment.    The  corns  are  still  ripening. 

The  Londonderry  Beceiver. 

John  Slevin,  who  was  convicted  last  week  at  the  London- 
derry assizes  of  receiving  a  quantity  of  goods,  the  property 
of  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Rainey,  chemist,  kno-vving  them  to  be 
stolen,  has  been  sent  to  gaol  for  six  months  with  hard  labour. 

A  Philanthropic  Debtor.  ' 

Last  week  at  the  Belfast  Quarter  Sessions  Mr.  Samuel 
McKee,  apothecary,  sued  Joseph  D.  Black  for  5Z.  14s.  Zd. 
for  medicines  supplied  and  advice  given  by  the  plaintiff  at 
defendant's  request.  The  defendant  said  he  was  going  to  l^e 
a  philanthropist  and  show  the  public  hov/  they  were  robbed. 
He  asked  plaintiff  for  his  diploma,  and  was  told  it  was  at 
home.  This  did  not  satisfy  the  defendant.  His  Honour 
said  he  was  satisfied,  and  requested  defendant  not  to  waste 
the  time  of  the  Court.  Mr.  Black  then  as-ked  for  the  items 
of  medicine  in  detail,  also  what  that  medicine  cost  plaintiiJ, 
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nnd  what  lie]  chavgad  for  dispensing  it.  Ho  rep3ated  the 
question  t(r  ploir.titf's  assistant,  but  the  Co'art  disalloived  the 
inquiry.  Defendant  said  his  reason  for  pressing  the 
question  wa.s  that  he  wanted  to  throw  a  searchlight  on  the 
j)-ofits  made  on  medicines  by  dispensers  out  of  their  un- 
iortunate  vict;::L3  the  piibUc.  His  Honour  gave  a  decree  for 
the  full  aoic'jnt  claimed.  Defendant,  excitedly,  sud;he 
w  juld  appeal.  He  had  his  remedy  elsewhere,  but  he  paid 
i  he  amount 

Personal. 

Mr.  W.  J  Baxter,  M.C.P.S.l.,  Cliairman  of  the  Colerainc 
Town  Commissioners,  has  been  appointed  one  of  the  Xice- 
J^residents  of  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public 
Jloalth,  whicl.  i?  to  be  hell  in  Dublin  in  August,  and  of 
which  Sir  CLis.s.  A.  Cameron,  M.D.,  F.R.C  S.I.,  is  chairman. 


Local  nxivspapprs  containing  marhed  items  of  neics  interesting 
to  th?  trade  are  always  tvelcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Red  Lichties  Coalesce. 
A  Chemi.st5'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices'  Association  has 
'l>seu  formed  it,.  Arbroath. 

Ediiib\-.rgh]District]Chemists'  Golf  Clab.] 
'The^annuoA  spring  prize  competition  to:)k  plaie  at  Largo 
on 'April  18  (Eiinbvirgh  spring  holiday).  The  captain's  (Mr. 
H.I  D.  Alexander)  and  two  club  prizes,  and  the  Gibson 
Handicap  Medal  were  played  for,  with  the  following  result  :— 
Captain's  pric:e  and  Gibson  medal.  James  Stott;  second 
).,-iz»,  J  G.  Anderson;  third  prize,  H.  D.  Alesander.  A 
iiixtch  bstween  teims,  Captain  versus  Yice-Capta'.n,  resulted 
in  favour  of  tl  e  latter  by  six  holes. 


jfrencb  Mem. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Vichy  Salt?  a^'d  Pastils — After  lengthy  litigation  the 
French  Court  cf  Cassation  has  finally  decided  that  the  Vichy 
V\'ater  Comp?.r.y  lias  the  right  to  make  ?alts  and  pastils  from 
the  waters  oUained  from  their  wells,  without  infringing 
.thereby  the  French  pharmacy  laws.  They  can  also  sell  them 
in  their  own  i-recial  depots,  but  any  attempt  otherwi.sc  to 
retail  the  salts  and  pastils  in  I'Vance  except  through  the 
intermediary  o:  pharmacists  would  be  illegal. 

The  Gkheeal  Association  of  French  Pharmacists 
held  its  twenty-first  annual  meeting  at  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy  on  April  14.  The  gathering  was  a  somewhat  ex- 
cited and  eventful  one.  At  2  p.m.  the  proceedings  were 
opened  by  M  Petit,  the  President,  and  aft=!r  the  usual 
routine  business  had  been  disposed  of,  including  the  reading 
of  the  financir.l  report  by  M.  de  Mazieres,  the  Chairman  pro- 
ceeded to  ez[>lain  what  had  been  done  with  regard  to 
reQ,ulating  the  sale  of  ruedicinal  specialities  in  France.  He 
was  met  with  considerable  opposition  from  the  Southern 
ijiembers  of  the  Association,  the  majority  of  whom  are 
opposed  to  suc'n  medicines  in  any  form,  and  they  attempted 
to  reopen  a  discussion  on  the  subject,  but  wore  ruled  out  of 
order.  The  next  item  was  the  elections,  and  a  lively  con- 
test was  anticipated,  there  lieiag  apparently  a  good  deal  of 
opposition  to  M.  Petit's  re-election  as  President,  although  he 
bas  invariably  shown  great  tact  in  the  post,  and  has  enjoyed 
gi  eat  popularity  in  the  past.  Put  a  movement  had  been  set 
on  foot  to  secure  the  election  of  M.  Riethe,  a  pharmacist  in 
business  in  the  rue  Grange-aux-Belle-,  Paris,  who  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Paris  Pharmacists'  Syndicate  two  years  ago. 
He  is  still  con: paratively  young  (about  40;,  and,  like  M.  Petit, 


is  a  successful  reconciler  of  opposing  elements.  The  result  of 
the  pioll  was  that  M.  Ricthe  was  elected  by  220  votes,  against 
98  for  M.  Petit.  It  was  not  exactly  a  compliment  to  the 
latter  gentleman,  but,  true  to  his  traditions  of  courtesy, 
he  congratulated  his  successful  opponent  in  suitable  terms 
on  the  honour  conferred  on  him  by  the  meeting,  and 
bestowed  the  fraternal  "  accolade  "  or  embrace  with  whicli 
the  French  still  mark  important  occasions.  I  may  add  that 
M.  Riethe  hesitated  a  good  deal  before  coming  forward  for 
the  presidency.  Tlie  meeting  afterwards  voted  unanimously 
that  jM.  Petit  should  be  named  "  honorary  president "  of  the 
General  Association  of  French  Pharmacists,  and  also  elected 
him  as  Pre.-idcat  of  the  Committee  of  Organisation  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Congress  which  is  to  be  held  in  Paris  in  1900. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  it  was  M.  Petit  who,  at  the 
Brussels  Congress  last  summer,  invited,  in  the  name  of  the 
General  Association,  foreign  pharmacists  to  come  here  in 
1900,  and  it  is  felt  that  no  one  is  rto  e  suited  than  himself  to 
act  in  the  capacity  of  President  on  that  important  occasion. 
It  may  be  added  that  M.  Petit  has  given  fifteen  years  of 
honourable  and  devoted  service  to  the  General  Association, 
and  to  the  best  interests  of  French  pharmacy.  Two  provincial 
vice-presidents  were  elected — viz  ,  M.  Antheaume.  of  Provins, 
and  M.  Viaud,  of  Nantes.  M.  Crinon  was  re  elected  general 
secretary,  and  MM.  Fumouze  and  Julliard  were  also  re  elected 
to  the  respective  posts  of  treasurer  and  archivist. 

-The  New  French  Pharmacy  I/AAV^^Havicg  been 
unable  to  get  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  before  being  dis- 
solved, to  devote  the  time  necessary  for  discussing  the  pro- 
posed nevv'  pharmacy  law,  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
Bill  put  forward  the  {ilea  of  urgency  for  three  special 
articles — viz.,  the  suppression  of  the  grade  of  pharmacien  of 
the  second  class,  the  conditions  under  which  they  can  go 
into  business  in  France,  and  the  question  of  diplomas  to 
foreign  pharmacy  students.  The  Government  having 
accepted  this  course,  the  articles  in  question  were  brought  for- 
ward and  voted  unanimously,  practically  without  discussion. 
-The  first  article  is  as  follows  : — "  In  future  a  single  pharma- 
cist's diploma  will  be  delivered  in  France.  This  will  consist 
in  a  diploma  corresponding  to  that  of  pharmacist  of  the  first 
class  existing  at  the  time  of  promulgation  of  the  present  law. 
Nothing  is  changed  as  regards  the  superior  diploma  of 
pharmacist  of  the  first  class  created  by  the  decree  of  July  12, 
1878."  Aiticle  2  reads:  "Whatever  may  be  their  nation- 
ality, pharmacists  having  received  a  foreign  diploma  can  no 
longer  practise  pharmacy  in  France  unless  they  have 
obtained  a  diploma  of  pharmacist  delivered  liy  the  French 
Government  as  the  result  of  examinations  undergone  at  a 
superior  school  of  jiharmacy  of  the  State.  Xo  foreigner, 
although  possessed  of  the  diploma  of  French  pharmacist, 
can  practise  pharmacy  in  France  unless,  by  reciprocity,  a 
French  su)  .ject  possessing  the  diploma  of  pharmacist  delivered 
in  the  country  to  which  such  foreigner  belongs  can  practise 
his  profession  there."  Article  3  .'ays  :  "  Foreign  students  who 
wish  to  obtain  the  diploma  of  pharmacist  in  France  are 
submitted  to  the  same  rules  of  stage  (apprenticeship),  school 
terms,  and  examinations  as  a  French  student.  A  special 
diploma  luay  be  delivered  to  foreign  students,  but  without 
giving  them  the  right  to  practise  pharmacy  on  any  part  of 
French  territor.y.  Students  wishing  to  oljtain  this  diploma 
will  be  submitted  to  the  same  rfgulations  and  examinations 
as  French  students.  Though,  in  view  of  the  rep:lementary 
inscription,  they  may  be  allowed  to  dispense  with  the  French 
grades  required  for  the  inscription,  or  to  count  as  equivalent 
the  grades  obtained  abroad,  which  may  also  apply  to  their 
pharmaceutical  studies."  For  a  period  of  two  years 
from  the  time  of  the  promulgation  of  the  present 
law,  students  may  continue  to  inscribe  themselves 
to  follow  the  studies  for  pharmacists  of  the  second  class.  In 
due  course  notice  will  be  given  announcing  the  tiiue  from 
which  the  second  class  diplomas  will  cease  to  be  given,  but 
such  diplomas  will  entitle  the  holders  to  practise  on  the 
whole  of  the  territory  of  the  French  Repidilic.  The  adop- 
tion of  a  single  diploma  for  F/ench  pharmacists  is  an 
important  event  in  the  histor}'  of  the  profession  here.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  while  the  "  Pharmacien  de  premiere 
classe "  could  practise  anywhere  in  France,  tho.^e  of  the 
"  deuxieme  classe  "  could  only  go  into  business  on  their  own 
account  within  •  the  radius  controlled  by  the  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  which  the.y  passed  their  examinations.  If  they 
wished  to  remove  to  a  town  outsi  le  that  district  they  had  to 
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pass  the  examinations  anew.  This  was  a  vexatious  course, 
and  for  more  than  twenty  years  agitation  has  been  going  on 
in  favour  of  a  change.  In  1880  M.  ])abost,  Councillor  of 
State,  was  charged  with  a  report  on  the  subject,  and  he 
wrote  "  There  is  no  longer  any  need  for  two  categories  of 
libarmacists.  Things  have  much  changed  since  they  were 
innovated,  and  the  second-class  men  have  now  to  give  proof 
of  sound  knowledge."  Since  then  a  great  deal  has  been 
said  both  for  and  against  the  change,  but  conimonsense  has 
at  last  had  the  upper  hand.  As  regards  the  diplomas  for 
foreign  pharmacists,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why  the 
plea  of  urgent  legislation  in  that  respect  was  brought 
forward.  The  number  of  foreigners  in  business  in  France  is 
eztremely  limited,  and  most  of  them  are  Englishmen 
estal-lished  either  in  Paris  or  the  Riviera,  who  attend  to  the 
v/ants  of  a  floating  population  of  well-to-Uo  visitors,  who  are 
a  source  of  wealth  to  this  country.  But  in  any  case  the 
three  articles  of  the  new  Bill  (out  of  some  thirty-one)  have 
been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  and  will  in  due  course  become 
law. 


HuBtralasian  1Rew0. 


'JFrom  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia"  Febru- 
ary 1, copies  of  loliich,  'price  %d.,  )iiaij  he  obtained  on 
application  to  the  Publisher.] 


Death  of  Me.  Yeo. — The  painfully  sudden  death  of 
Mr.  C.  H.  F.  Yeo,  President  of  the  Queensland  Pharnoacy 
Board,  was  recorded  last  month.  At  the  succeeding  meeting 
of  the  Board  in  February  a  tribute  was  paid  to  Mr 
Yeo's  memory,  and  Mr.  Field  was  elected  to  the  presidental 
chair. 

From  the  Old  Countey. — Mr.  Charles  James  Eynon 
(G.B.  Minor  certificate  No.  7,351),  formerly  of  Leamington, 
was  registered  in  Brisbane,  S.A..,  on  February  17.— Mr.  T.  F. 
Brown,  who  passed  the  Minor  in  London  in  July  last,  having 
come  from  New  Norfolk,  Tasmania,  for  the  purpose, 
has  been  recommended  for  registration  in  Tasmania. — 
The  C.  B.  A.  mentions  that  a  recent  number  of  the  School 
Hohocs,  published  by  the  Friends'  High  School,  Hobart, 
contains  an  interesting  paper  by  Mr.  VVm.  May,  who,  years 
ago,  was  an  assistant  at  Allen  &  Hanbnrys,  Plough  Court. 
He  is  an  old  man  now,  but  a  very  interesting  one  to  converse 
with.  He  is  a  typical  Quaker.  He  describes  in  graphic 
language  the  maiden  speech  of  Disraeli,  which  he  happened 
to  hearT  He  also  gives  many  interesting  reminiscences  of 
Mr.  J.  T.  Barry,  of  Allen,  Hanbury  &  Barry.  Mr.  May  lives 
ouietly  at  Sandford,  close  to  Frederic  Henry  Bay,  where  he 
has  a  large  orchard. 

In  the  Divoece  Courts. — The  question  of  whether  a 
chemist's  prescription-books  are  privileged  came  up  in  tie 
Melbourne  Divorce  Court  recently.  Mr.  Siegfried  Pincu' , 
chemist,  Fitzroy,  was  subpoenaed  to  give  evidence  as  to  the 
defendant  in  the  case  having  obtained  medicine  for  venereal 
diseases.  Before  giving  evidence,  Mr.  Pincus  asked  the 
Judge  if  prescriptions,  being  private  messages  between  the 
doctor  and  chemist,  were  not  privileged.  Counsel  argued 
the  point,  and  the  Judge  ultimately  decided  that  the 
Evidence  Act,  which  says,  "  No  physician  or  surgeon  shall, 
without  the  consent  of  the  patient  divulge  .  .  .  information," 
does  not  apply  to  chemists.  Thereupon  Mr.  Pincus  gave  his 
evidence,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  he  had  no  prescrip- 
tions in  the  name  of  the  defendant ;  but  counsel  got  him  to 
read  four  prescriptions  which  were  said  to  be  used  by 
defendant,  and  which  were  for  salol  dusting-powder, 
potassium-iodide  mixture,  &c. — At  the  Sydney  Divorce  Court 
on  March  11,  Mr.  Justice  Simpson  presiding,  a  sensation  was 
caused,  which  is  thus  described  in  the  Herald:  — 

The  Court  atmospliere  suddenly  became  strangely  permeated 
with  a  sickening  odour.  The  Judge  glanced  round,  and  then, 
gazing  sternly  at  a  witness  in  the  box,  demanded,  "  What  is  that 
smell '?  "  "Beg  pardon,  your  Honour?"  "  Wliat  is  tliat 
smell?"  insisted  his  Honour;  "I  did  not  notice  it  before 
you  came  in."  "It  is  scent,"  meekly  responded  the  man. 
"Scent!"  exclaimed  his  Honour;  "  it  is  very  unpleasant  scent 
indeed,  then."  It  seemed  as  if  the  incident  had  closed,  but  as 
ft;e  exhalations  grew  more  pronounced  his  Honour  asked,  with 
some  degree  of  asperity,   ''  What  is   that  .  stuff  ?  "  Counsel 


suggested  that  it  might  be  iodoform.  His  Honour  observed  that 
it  seemed  to  him  to  be  ether.  "I  teg  your  Honour's  pardon," 
then  vouchsafed  the  witness,  "  but  it  is  spirits  of  ether."  "  Have 
you  been  drinking  it  ?  "  asked  the  Judge,  and  the  witness  had 
to  admit  that  he  had  "  taken  a  drop  Jor  two  last  night."  His 
Honour,  addressing  counsel,  implored  the  latter  to  handle  the 
witness  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  the  witness  having  been  put 
through  his  facings  in  double-quick  time  left  the  court,  to  the 
intense  gratification  of  all  within  it. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia.— 
The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Perth  on 
March  2,  Mr.  E.  W.  Mayhew,  President,  in  the  chair.  The 
election  of  a  new  Council,  which  was  the  first  election  by 
vote,  resulted  in  the  appointment  of  :— A.  L  Tillev,  36  ;  F.  W. 
Collett,  35  ;  E.  Mayhew,  30  :  Ezra  Parry,  30  ;  Richard  Birch, 
25;  Sydney  Hymns,  23  ;  and  Arthur  V.  Parkes,  21.  Messrs. 
H.  C.  Armstrong  and  F.  R.  Plummer  were  the  unsuccessful 
candidates.  Mr.  E.  W.  Mayhew  was  re-elected  President, 
and  in  the  course  of  his  reply  accepting  office  referred  to 
the  proposed  School  of  Pharmacy,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  when  they  could  go  to  the  Government  and  show  that 
they  were  in  a  sound  financial  position  they  might  obtain  a 
grant  of  land.  He  understood  that  the  Government  had 
already  promised  to  help  the  dentists  to  form  a  School  of 
Dentistry,  and  if  such  were  the  case  he  thought  there  would 
not  be  much  difficulty  in  inducing  the  Government  to  help 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  seeing  that  the  chemists  out- 
numbered the  der  Jsts.  Mr.  A.  E.  Webster  was  unanimously 
re-elected  Secretary  of  the  Society.  In  again  accepting 
office  (which  is  practically  honorary)  Mr.  Webster  sa-d  it 
was  distinctly  laid  down  by  Clause  27  of  the  rf  galations 
that  the  Council  should  a]  ipoint  a  pharmaceutical  cliemist  as 
registrar.  He  was  aware  that  in  Melbourne  the  registrar 
was  not  engaged  in  business,  but  the  Society  there  paid  their 
reghstrar  something  like  500Z.  a  year,  so  that  he  was  able  to 
relinquish  business,  and  when  this  Society  could  pay  him 
500Z.  per  annum  he  would  be  happy  to  devote  all  the 
abilities  he  had  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western 
Australia.  In  reply  to  a  question,  the  President  said  that 
the  registrar  was  appointed  by  the  Council  and  the  secretary 
by  the  Society.  The  following  appointments  of  examiners 
were  also  made : — Preliminary  Examination,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Fannin  Evans,  M.A. ;  Botany,  Mr.  E.  W.  Mayhew,  F.L.S.  ; 
Materia  Medica,  Dr.  Hitch  ;  Pharmacy,  Mr.  A,  V.  Parkes  ; 
Theoretical  Chemistry,  Mr.  A.  L.  Tilley  ;  Practical  Chemistry, 
Mr.  H.  G.  Armstrong;  Dispensing,  Mr.  F.  D.  Plummer. 


Colonial  auD  f  oretan  Mem* 


Yellow-fever  Serum.— It  is  reported  that  Dr.  Saranelli, 
the  disi-overer  of  yellow-fever  serum,  has  sold  his  discovery 
for  30,000  pesos  (6,250/.). 

Messrs.  Albert  Edmund  Johnston  and  Ernest  Pope 
Skinner  have  been  granted  licences  authorising  them  to 
practise  as  chemists  and  druggists  in  Cape  Colony. 

U.S.  Quicksilver. — A  new  cinnabar-mine  is  shortly  to 
be  worked  in  Oregon.  The  mine  is  situated  about  seventeen 
miles  south-east  of  Cottage  Grove,  and  it  is  reported  that  the 
ore  yields  66  per  cent,  of  quicksilver. 

Poisons-label  Bill  Beaten. — The  Bill  introduced  into 
the  New  York  Assembly  to  compel  all  medicines  containing 
poison  to  be  labelled  with  the  word  "  Poison,"  and  also  to  have 
an  antidote  for  the  poison  printed  on  the  label,  came  up  on 
March  29,  but  was  thrown  out. 

"Hunyadi"  in  the  States. — Representatives  of  Mrs 
Emilie  Saxlehner,  of  Buda  Pesth,  Hungary,  have  filed  suit 
in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court  against  the  Hunyadi  Salts 
Company,  of  St.  Louis.  They  claim  the  exclusive  right  to 
the  use  of  the  word  "  Itunyadi." 

""Panceo  Pepsin."— Wm.  R.  Warner  &  Co  ,  of  Phila- 
delphia, have  brought  suit  against  the  Searle  &  Hereth  Com- 
pany, of  Chicago,  to  restrain  the  latter  from  using  (he  words 
"  Pancro  Pepsin,"  which  complainants  allege  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  their  trade-mark  ''  Pancreopepsine." 

Business  Change. — Messrs.  Cargills  (Limited),  the  well- 
known  store-chemists  of  Colombo,  have  recently  purchased 
the  business  of  Mr.  James  McLaren.    Mr.  McLaren  is  going 
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io  live  in  Australia.  Mr.  Buchanan,  who  has  been  super- 
intending the  drug-department,  is  to  retain  charge  of  it. 

Colombo  BACTEEioLOfiicAL  Institute, — We  recently 
referred  lo  the  Bacteriological  Institute  which  is  being  built 
at  Colombo,  and  we  now  learn  that  Dr.  M.  M.  Fernando,  the 
director  of  it,  is  on  his  way  to  London,  in  order  to  purchase 
;tpparatns,  &c ,  and  to  further  advance  his  studies  in 
bacteriology. 

Geeman  Druggists"  Union.— On  Monday,  April  11,  the 
German  Druggists'  Union  celebrated  its  jubilee — i.e.,  the 
twenty-fifth  anniver.'ary  of  its  foundation  at  Leipzig.  Ori- 
ginating from  a  local  body,  the  Union  has  gradually  become  of 
utility  to  the  retail  drug  trade  of  the  empire,  as  distinguished 
from  pharmacy. 

An  Adulteration  Law  foe  Madras.— At  a  meeting  of 
the  Municipal  ComTiiissioners  for  the  City  of  Madras  a 
resolution  was  adopted  recommending  an  Act  to  pre\ent  the 
adulteration  of  articles  of  food.  On  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
W.  D.  Smith,  it  was  agreed  that  the  Act  should  embrace 
drugs  as  well  as  food.  Mr.  Smith  gave  instances  of  adxdtera- 
tions  he  had  observed,  such  as  olive  oil  mixed  with  ground- 
nut oil,  iodoform  with  snlphur,  and  santonine  with  boracic 
acid.  It  would  be  necessary  to  attach  a  laboratory  to  the 
municipality.  The  cost  of  such  a  laboratory  need  not  be 
more  than  1.500'-..  and  the  annual  maintenance  should  not 
cost  more  than  500r. 

Chemist  and  Doctoe  — At  Johannesburg  last  month, 
Mr.  A.  E.  A.  Tothill,  chemist,  was  summoKed  for  acting  as 
a  )ihysician  without  a  licence.  It  has  now  transpired 
that  Mr.  Tothill,  who  trades  as  C.  11.  Bosenbcrg.  had 
a  claim  against  Dr.  W.  Scholtz,  a  partner  of  the 
inedical  man  who  laid  information  ria-ainst  Mr.  Tothill. 
Mr.  Tothill  sued  Dr.  Scholtz  for  49/.  lOs.  h/.,  less  111.  2.«. 
contra,  leaving  a  balance  of  32Z.  8.?.  Id.,  for  goods  supi)lied. 
After  evidence  had  been  heard,  in  the  course  of  which  Dr. 
Scholtz  denied  that  Dr.  Wilson  was  a  partner  of  his. 
judgment  was  given  by  consent  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  full 
amount,  with  costs. 

United  States  Tariff-decision. — The  U.S.  Custom 
appraisers  have  been  having  lively  times  of  it  since  the  tariff 
came  into  force.  Nearly  all  classes  of  traders  have 
petitioned  in  respect  to  the  drugs  in  which  they  are 
particularly  interested.  We  have  given  some  notes  recently 
and  called  special  attention  to  the  decision  re  sorted  varnisli 
and  other  gums.  We  now  observe  that  Messrs.  E.  Hill,  Son 
&  Co.  have  appealed  to  the  Court  in  respect  to  the  importa- 
tion of  carbonate  of  potash,  which  they  maintain  to  be  an 
article  not  dutiable,  whether  crude  or  refined,  pre.^umably 
because  it  is  used  for  manufacturing-purposes.  The  Court 
lias  upheld  this  view.  Messrs.  Lehn  &.  Fink,  of  New  York, 
have  had  a  successfnl  tussle  with  the  Customs  authorities. 
The  firm  in  question  import  dulcin,  and  the  Customs  wanted 
to  charge  it  ^1.50  per  lb.  and  10  per  cent,  ad  ralorrm,  the 
.same  as  saci  hariii,  but  the  firm  protested,  maintaining  that 
it  should  bi'  dutiable  at  25  per  cent.,  as  a  chemical  com- 
pound, and  the  Board  of  General  Appraisers  has  decided 
against  the  Customs. 

Shortee  Hours  in  New  York. — The  Bill  for  shorter 
hours  for  drug-clerks  has  been  passed  liy  the  Assembly  of  the 
New  York  Legislature.  It  is  an  Act  for  the  Regulation  of  Phar- 
macists and  Druggists  (in  New  York  City),  and  to  Prevent 
Accidents  and  Mistakes  in  the  Preparation  and  Compounding 
of  Prescriptions.  It  enacts  that  no  pharmacist,  drug- clerk, 
or  other  employe  shall  be  required  or  permitted  by  the 
proprietor  to  work  more  than  ten  hours  a  day  or  an  aggregate 
of  sixty-six  hours  a  week.  No  employes  will  be  required  or 
permitted  to  sleep  in  a  pharmacy,  drug-store,  or  in  any 
store-room  or  laboratory  connected  therewith,  but  they  may 
slc^p  in  an  adjoining  room,  provided  such  room  is  properly 
ventilated,  and  complies  in  all  respects  with  the  Board  ot 
H  alth  regulations.  The  Board  of  Health  is  empowered  to 
s  e  to  the  enforcement  of  the  Act,  and  to  make  such  adHi- 
tional  rules  and  ordinances  as  may  become  necessary.  The 
Bill  now  goes  to  the  Mayor,  and  there  is  little  doubt  tha' 
he  will  give  his  approval  (a  big  crowd  of  druggists  and 
drug-clerks  waited  on  him  the  other  day  to  press  him) ;  then 
it  becomes  law  in  thirty  days,  unless  vetoed  by  the  Governor. 


pharmaceutical  Society?  of  (5reat 
Britain. 

MINOR  EXAMINATION. 

Wi:  have  received  from  the  Registrar  the  following  list  oT 
candidates  who  were   granted   certificates  at  the  ApriB 
meeting  of  the  London  Board  of  Examiners: — 
Caiididutes  examined     ...        ...  310 

Candidates  failed  207 


Candidates  passed 

Allen,  William  Frederick 
Averill,  Cecil  Hanson 
Bailey,  Edward  Artlun- 
Barton,  Harold 
Baylis,  Arthur  Edward 
Beckwith,  Ernest 
Bennion,  Richard 
Bidie,  Francis  William 
Biffin,  Frank 
Blake,  Ernest  Alfred 
Boyes,  William  Cotiiani 
Brewer,  Pliilip  James 
Brown,  William  Ritchie 
Browne,  Henry  Charles 
Cain,  John 

Cliandler,  Richard  Walter 
Chapman,  Frank 
Cliecketts,  Mary 
Churchill,  Lionel  Arthnr 
Clement,  William  Plenry 
Chinas,  John 
Collins,  Samuel  Morrison 
Coniey,  Alfred  Eniest 
Coulton.  Arthur  William 
Davies,  William  John 
Dolman,  Thomas  Tiistin 
Duncan,  Robert 
Dyson,  Joshua 
Elliott,  Frederick  William 
Ellis,  Wihiam  Frederick 
Fawcett,  Frank  Dalby 
Franklin,  Arthur  Cawte 
Fullerton,  David  Noble 
Gale,  George  Thomas 
Garnett,  John  Benbow 
Greatrex,  Ernest  J.  Mc-William 
Harrison,  John  Duffin 
Henshaw,  William  Herbert 
Hoare,  Austin 
Hodgson,  John  Edward 
Hughes,  Ernest  James 
Hunter,  William  John 
Jaspei',  William 
Johnson,  Cornelius  Trim 
Jones,  George  Maurice 
Jones,  Thomas 
Jordan,  Herbert  Emlyn 
Key,  Harry 
Kluge,  Herman  James 
Laverack,  Clyve  Cordukes 
Lawrence,  Edmund  William 
LeDain,  Nicholas  John  Fleming 
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Lord,  Walter 
Mcintosh,  John  Williuiii 
McKenzie,  James 
Manning,  Henry  Reginald 
Manson,  Stanley  James  Da\  ij! 
Masson,  Hedlev  George 
Middleton,  Frank 
Moore,  Thomas  Heniy 
Moorehouse,  George  Henry 
Morgan,  Alfred  Houlston 
Newey,  Walter 
Oliver,  John 
Partridge,  Sydney  John 
Percival,  Tliomas  Henry 
Phillips,  Ivor  Reginald 
Pimm,  William  Robinson 
Piatt,  George 
Plumb,  Alfred 
Pollard,  Evelyn  William 
Powell,  Harold 
Pryoi',  Sydney  Hildyard 
Pugli,  John  James  Edgar 
Purdie,  Percy  Wilfred 
Pye,  Harry 
Riley,  Stanley 
Ritchie,  David  French 
Robbins,  Robert  Wdliam 
Smith,  Ernest  Hartmann 
Scholefield,  Samuel  G.  Cutler- 
Smalley,  Robert 
Stevenson,  Charles  Harry 
Steward,  Charles  Alfred 
Swift,  Herbert  Henry 
Tarry,  William  Clarence 
Tew,  Arthur  Wilson 
Toi^jjing,  Edmund 
Trunchion,  Herlioi  t  Fawdon 
Venn,  Samuel  Ernest  Miirkey 
Waddington,  Frederick  Pollard. 
Waldby,  Harold 
Walton,  John 
Walton,  Ralph 
Webster,  Bertram 
White,  Gilbert 
AV'hysall,  George  I'h-iiest 
Wilson,  Thomas  Elhek 
Withington,  Henry  Martin 
Wooler,  Frederic  William 
Worrall,  Harry 
Wrather,  Thomas  Edward 
Yeo,  John  Henry  Arthur 


Sale  op  Food  and  Dru<;s  in  U.S.A. — A  comprehensive 
measure,  known  as  the  Brosius  Bill,  has  been  introduced  to 
the  Senate  with  the  object  of  replacing  the  original  Bill 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  cm- 
bodies — in  one  point  at  least — a  recommendation  similar 
to  that  made  in  this  country  by  the  Select  Committee  on 
Food-products  Adulteration,  for,  in  effect,  it  pro])oses  the 
establishment  of  a  Court  of  Reference  for  fixing  standards 
of  purity.  This  Court  is  to  consist  of  the  Association  of 
Official  Agricultural  Chemists,  not  fewer  than  five  physicians 
to  be  selected  from  the  medical  departments  of  the  Army. 
Navy,  and  Marine  Hospital,  and  five  chemists  to  be  selected 
by  the  American  Cliemical  Society.  The  prohibitions  cover 
all  adulteration,  abstraction  of  valuable  constituents,  or 
colouring  of  a  character  calculated  to  deceive,  defrand,  or 
otherwise  injure  the  purcliaser,  and  the  punishment  proposed 
for  infringement  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  ^200  for  a  first 
■'ffence.  and  up  to  ^300,  with  or  without  imprisonment  for 
not  more  than  a  year,  at  the  option  of  the  Cf)urt,  for  any 
subsequent  offence. 
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Xeoal  TReports, 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DKUGS  ACT. 

Is  A  Label  Sufficient? 

At  the  County  of  London  Sessions  on  April  16,  before  Mr. 
Lo\  eland-Loveland,  Q.C.,  and  several  justices,  the  Home 
and  Colonial  Stores  (Limited)  appealed  against  a  conviction 
by  E.  T.  D'Eynconrb,  of  the  North  London  Police  Court,  for 
'■unlawfully  selline:,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  a 
certain  article  of  food — to  wit,  coffee  and  chicory — which 
was  not  of  the  nature,  substancC;  and  quality  demande<l." 
The  conviction  carried  witli  it  a  penalty  of  3/  and  2,1.  2s. 
costs.  The  apjieal  was  against  a  conviction  under  Section  6 
of  the  Act,  which  says  tliat  any  person  selling  any  article  of 
food  which  is  not  of  the  nature  as  demanded  is  liable  to  a 
fine  of  20/.  The  Home  and  Colonial  Stores  (Limited)  had 
about  325  branches  in  London,  and  on  January  18  a 
young  woman,  on  behalf  of  the  Islington  inspector, 
entered  thoir  shop  at  424-  Essex  Koad,  Islington,  and 
asked  for  " lb.  of  l.s.  coffee."  Slie  received  a  package 
which  contained  a  large  proportion  of  chicory — 50  per  cent, 
was  the  verdict  of  the  Somerset  House  authorities.  The 
ap])ellants  pointed  out  that  the  x^ackage  handed  to  the  girl 
had  on  it  the  words  in  large  letters  "  coflei>  and  chicory," 
and  proved  that  they  exhibited  in  the  shop  a  large  placard 
announcing  in  plain  type  similar  words.  i\Ir.  Humphreys, 
on  tlieir  behalf,  argued  that  the  judgment  of  the  Magistrate 
was  wrong  in  law.  He  submitted  that  by  the  words  of 
Section  8  of  the  Act  the  seller  is  protected  by  the  object 
bearing  a  label  to  the  effect  that  the  article  sold  is  a  mix- 
ture. 

The  Boncli  allowed  the  appeal,  and  reversed  tlie  decision 
of  the  Magistrate,  An  order  for  costs  against  the  Vestry 
was  made. 


CnBMiSTS  Prosecuted  at  Suxdeef.and. 

At  Sunderland  Police  Court,  on  April  15,  the  Town  Clerk 
(Mr.  F.  M.  Bowey)  appeared  on  behalf  of  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration to  proceed  against  a  number  of  chemists — H.  J. 
Turnbull,  jun.,  W.  H.  Carter,  Emma  M.Thompson,  R.  White, 
J.  Walton  &  Son,  John  Letbe,  George  F.  Bowman,  George 
Bell,  and  Taylor's  Drug  Company — on  charges  of  selling 
drugs  inferior  in  quality.  The  case  of  the  defendant  Turn- 
bull  was  taken  first,  Mr.  Edward  Bell  defending. 

GEEGOEY'S  POWUEE. 

The  Town  Clerk  said  tl'at  the  defendant  v>'as  charged, 
under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  with  selling  Gregory's 
powder  not  of  the  substance  and  quality  demanded.  On 
February  16  an  inspector  called  at  Mr.  TurnbuU's  shop  in 
Herrington  Street  and  obtained  some  Gregory's  powder,  and, 
after  being  served,  informed  the  chemist  of  his  intention  to 
have  it  analysed.  This  was  done,  with  the  result  that 
the  mixture  was  found  to  contain  44  34  per  cent,  of  a  foreign 
ingredient—  namely,  carbonate  of  magnesia.  The  carbonate 
of  magnesia  cost  about  one-half  of  the  oxide  of  magnesia 
prescribed  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  and  to  that  extent 
the  purchaser  was  prejudiced. 

Inspector  Watson  deposed  to  purchasing  3  oz.  of  Gregory's 
powder  at  defendant's  shoyi  on  February  16,  for  which  he 
paid  Is.  6d.  He  divided  the  powder  into  three  portions, 
giving  one  to  defendant. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Bell :  He  did  not  ask  for  any 
special  preparation  of  Gregory's,  and  he  never  remembered 
taking  the  powder  himself. 

Mr.  Bell  said  he  thought  that  if  old  Dr.  Gregory  could 
rise  from  his  grave,  he  would  shudder  at  the  alterations  that 
had  been  made  in  his  favourite  recipe  by  British  pliarma- 
cists.  It  was  a  physic  which  apparently  the  inspector  did 
not  remember,  but  he  could  assure  them,  from  his  own  recol- 
lections, that  it  was  a  terror  in  the  nursery.  The  allegation 
was  that  his  client  had  sold  a  mixture  which  was  not 
Gregory's  powder.  He  submitted  that  there  was  no  evidence 
to  support  that. 

The  Town  Clerk  said  he  had  produced  a  certificate  from 
the  Borough  Analyst  (Mr  Pattison)  of  Newcastle,  showing 
that  there  was  over  44  per  cent,  of  a  foreign  ingredient. 


Mr.  Bell  said  there  was  a  consensus  of  opinion  among 
leading  chemists  that  the  form  of  the  mixture  sold  by  his 
client  was  preferable  to  that  given  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia. He  was  surprised  at  the  Health  Committee  bringinp; 
allegations  of  such  a  trumpery  nature  against  gentlemen 
of  good  business  character.  There  were  two  reasons  why 
the  carbonate  of  magnesia  should  be  introduced  ;  first,  in, 
the  interests  of  the  seller,  because  it  was  more  readily 
mixed ;  and  second,  in  the  interests  of  the  purchaser, 
because  it  was  more  soluble.  He  called  Dr.  Fowler,  who- 
said  lie  had  had  twenty  years'  experience  as  a  chemist.  In, 
his  opinion  the  carbonate  was  preferable  to  the  oxide,  as 
the  latter  was  not  readily  miscible  with  water.  It  was  a 
dry  powder  which  clung  to  the  glass. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Bowey  :  He  did  not  suggest  that 
his  opinion  was  of  more  weight  than  that  of  tlie  compilers- 
of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  but  he  thought  his  method 
was  preferable.  He  did  not  think  tlie  compilers  had  ever 
mixed  the  powder  in  a  glass,  or  they  would  not  have  re- 
tained the  old  recipe.  He  did  not  suppose  there  was- 
much  difference  in  the  price  of  the  two  articles — pro- 
bably 2d. 

Mr.  Bowey  quoted  a  druggists'  price-list  in  which  car- 
bonate was  priced  at  9d.,  and  oxide  at  Is.  2d.,  whereupon 
Dr.  Fowler  admitted  that  the  purchaser  would  be  prejudiced' 
to  this  extent. 

The  Bench  then  retired  to  consider  their  decision,  whicli- 
was  that  a  technical  olfence  had  been  committed,  and  a  fine 
of  l.s".,  including  costs,  was  imposed. 

By  arrangement  the  same  judgment  was  accepted  in  the 
cases  of  Emma  M.  Thompson,  Robert  White,  and  John  Walton 
&  Son. 

The  next  case  (Mr.  Lctbe's)  was  of  a  different  character,  the 
powder  containing  besides  carbonate  of  magncsiaa  percentage 
of  carbonate  of  lime,  which.  Dr.  Scurfield  explained,  was 
chalk,  and  would  have  the  effect  of  neutralising  the  action  of- 
the  carbonate  of  magnesia.  Mr.  Bell  said  his  client  mixed 
the  powder  from  magnesia  supplied  to  him,  and  there  ought 
not  to  have  been  any  chalk  in  it.  A  penalty  of  Is.  was 
imposed. 

peecipitated  sulphur. 

In  the  cases  against  Messrs.  Bowman,  Bell,  and  Carter  the 
charges  related  to  precipitated  sulphur.  It  was  shown  in 
the  first  case  that  the  article  supplied  contained  a  per- 
centage of  sulphate  of  lime,  which  was  due.  Dr.  Scurfield 
said,  to  carelessness  in  the  preparation  of  the  precipitated 
sulphur.  Mr.  Bell  showed  that  his  client  supplied  what  he- 
had  previously  received  from  his  merchant.  The  Bench 
considered  it  was  a  technical  offence,  but  there  was  no 
imputation  of  fraud.    Ordered  to  pay  Is. 

In  another  instance,  where  Mr.  W.  II.  Hope  defended,  the 
percentage  of  sulphate  of  lime  amounted  to  about  two-thirds- 
of  the  article.  Tire  Magistrates  considered  that  this  was  a 
more  serious  case,  but  thought  there  was  no  fraudulent 
intent,  and  imposed  the  same  penalty  of  Is. 

Then  came  an  instance  in  which  a  chemist  had  supplied 
sublimed  sulphur  instead  of  precipitated  sulphur.  Dr. 
Scurfield  said  both  were  pure  sulphur,  but  they  were  pre- 
pared differently,  and  the  cost  of  flowers  of  sulphur  was 
considerably  less  than  the  other.  Mr.  Hope,  in  defending, 
said  both  were  equally  good  as  a  specific,  but  the  chemist's- 
shop  was  in  the  East-end,  and  flowers  of  sulphur  was 
generally  asked  for,  as  it  was  cheaper.  The  price 
charged  to  the  inspector  had  been  considerably  under  that 
of  precipitated  sulphur.    One  shilling  penalty. 

Taylor's  Drug  Company  had  supplied  flowers  of  sulphur, 
but  Mr.  J.  T.  Green,  in  cross-examination,  elicited  from 
Inspector  Watson  that  the  packet  containing  tlie  article  had 
"flowers  of  sulphur"  on  it,  and  the  assistant  offered  to  take 
it  back  if  it  was  not  what  he  wanted,  and  the  Town  Clerk 
withdrew  the  case. 

Mr.  Green  applied  for  costs,  which  were  allowed. 


A  Faulty  Certificate. 

At  the  Caerphilly  Police  Court,  on  April  19,  William  Rees, 
grocer,  Llanbradack,  was  summoned  for  selling  adulterated 
olive  oil.  The  oil  was  purchased  by  an  inspector  of  the 
Glamorgan  County  Council,  and  on  being  analysed  was 
found  to  contain  90  per  cent,  of  earth-nut  or  pea-nut  oil. 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  23,  1898 


Mr.  George  David,  for  the  defence,  contended  that  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  County  Analyst  was  void,  inasmuch  as  the 
words  "when  weighed"  were  omitted.  These  words  were 
necessary  when  an  article  was  sold  by  weight.  The  Bench 
sustained  the  objection  and  dismissed  the  summons.  On 
the  application  of  Mr.  W.  E.  R.  Allen,  who  prosecuted,  they 
coasented  to  state  a  case  for  appeal. 


COUNTY  COURT  C.A.SES. 

Paying  for  a  Stupid  Shot. 

At  the  Longton  County  Court,  on  April  14,  John  'Williain 
Dale  (19),  of  Fenton,  through  his  father,  sought  to  recover 
50/  damages  from  Frederick  Powell  (20),  son  of  a  chemist,  of 
Heron  s  Cross,  for  shooting  him  with  a  gun  which  he  thought 
■was  not  loaded.  Plaintiff  was  laid  up  for  some  time,  but  has 
now  quite  recovered.  It  appeared  that  only  one  barrel  of 
the  gun  was  loaded,  and  the  defendant  said  he  pointed  the 
first  barrel  at  a  tree,  and  as  it  did  not  go  off  he  thought 
the  other  barrel  was  empty.  Judge  Jordan  said  the  question 
was  Vv'hether  the  defendant  did  a  thing  that  no  reasonable 
man  would  do  He  thought  no  reasonable  man  would  take  a 
gun  out  of  a  cart,  not  knowing  whether  it  was  loaded  or  not, 
and  fire  it|off  in  the  way  defendant  had  done.  It  was  a  foolish 
act,  and  a  good  thing  for  the  defendant  that  the  result  was 
not  more  serious.  Looking  at  the  defendant's  position,  he 
should  award  the  plaintiff  twenty  guineas. 


Travellers'  Statements. 
At  Southwark  County  Court,  before  Judge  Addison,  Q.C,  on 
-Monday,  Me3srs.  Judson  &  Son  (Limited),  drysalters,  &c.,  of 
South warkStreet,  S.E.,  sued  \Vm.  Viger,  an  ironmonger,  of 
Torpoint,  Plymouth,  for  31.  17.s.  ^d.,  balance  of  account  for 
goods  sold  and  delivered.  A  solicitor  appeared  on  behalf  of 
the  plaintiffs,  but  defendant  conducted  his  own  case,  and 
said  lie  had  come  all  the  way  from  Cornwall  to  defend  it, 
ieeling  very  hurt  over  the  matter.  His  Honour :  You  have 
come  all  the  way  from  Cornwall  to  defend  this  caise,  have 
you?  Then  I  will  hear  it  at  full  length.  (Laughter.) 
Defendant:  I  have  to  catch  the  mail  back  to-night 
(Laughter.)  His  Honour  :  I  shouUl  have  thought  you  would 
have  managed  things  differently,  anel  having  come  such  a 
long  v/ay  would  have  allowed  yourself  time  to  look  round 
London.  (Laughter.)  Plaintiffs'  solicitor  said  the  point  in 
dispute  was  whether  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  discount. 
The  firm's  terms  for  payment  were  stated  on  all  their  in- 
voices— viz.,  25  per  cent,  off  if  paid  within  three  months,  and 
■2J  per  cent.  Nothing  was  allowed  on  overdue  accounts. 
The  defendant  failed  to  pay  within  the  time  specified,  and 
consequently  no  discount  could  be  allowed  him.  Defendant 
said  he  did  not  purchase  the  goods  on  the  terms  mentioned. 
The  plaintiffs'  traveller  distinctly  told  him  that  they  allowed 
25  per  cent,  off'  all  their  goods  and  2}:  per  cent,  for  cash 
quarterly.  His  Honour  :  A  traveller  has  authority  to  make 
any  sort  of  terms  within  the  ordinary  scope  of  business,  so 
long  as  none  are  definitely  set  out  oi;  the  firm's  papers;  but 
where  that  is  the  case  he  has  no  right  to  vary  them.  De- 
fendant knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  the  plaintiffs'  terms, 
as  he  had  received  invoices  from  theni  before.  Defendant : 
The  traveller  said  the  terms  printed  on  the  invoices,  &c  , 
'were  all  rubbish.  His  Honour  :  Then  it  appears  he  was  not 
iight.    You  will  have  to  pay  this  amount,  with  costs. 


"  Pushing  "  Maevixe. 

■Tn  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  Tuesday,  before  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Kerr  and  a  jury,  Messrs.  Marshall  (Limited), 
■wholesale  druggists  and  drysalters,  27  Reil  Lion  Square, 
sued  the  Marvine  Syndicate  (Limited),  28  Eldon  Street, 
Finsbury,  E  C  ,  for  54/.  15s.  10(/.  (the  case  having  been  re- 
mitted from  the  High  Court  of  Justice),  for  work  and  labour 
done  for  them  and  goods  supplied.  Plaintiffs'  counsel  said 
the  defendants  were  a  syndicate  formed  to  exploit  an  article 
known  as  marvine,  in  the  shape  of  marvine-tablets.  It  was 
■a  sort  of  meat-lozenge — a  food  in  concentrated  form.  The 
defendants  appointed  the  plaintilfs  their  sole  agents  for  the 
sale  of  the  tablets  in  London  and  certain  districts.  They 
nivere  to  have  10  per  cent,  commission  on  the  net  proceeds  of 
ihe  sales  executed  by  them.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  only 


sales  effected  amounted  to  7/.,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  not 
asking  for  their  commission  on  that.  The  plaintiiVs  were  to 
give  facilities  to  the  defendants  for  drying  the  tablets.  'With 
the  exception  of  4/.  for  commission,  the  claim  consisted  of 
out-of-pocket  expenses  incurred  by  the  plaintiffs  in  supply- 
ing materials,  which  had  beeii  furnished  to  the  defendants 
at  wholesale  price,  because  the  defendants  could  not  effect 
any  large  sale  of  their  new  production.  Mr.  Eli  Marshall 
having  given  evidence,  a  question  arose  as  to  the  agreement, 
which  it  turned  out  was  not  stamped,  and  neither  party 
wished  to  put  it  in.  But  the  jury  called  for  it,  and  the 
plaintiff's  were  compelled  to  produce  it,  and  pay  the  penalty 
of  11/.,  as  well  as  the  Qd  ,  the  value  of  the  stamp  which 
ought  to  have  been  put  on.  Mr.  Whateley,  defendants' 
counsel,  said  that  they  had  paid  the  sum  of  25/.  into  court, 
which  was  ami ily  sufficient  to  repay  the  plaintiffs  for  what 
work  they  had  done.  But  the  defendants  had  raised  a  sub- 
stantial set-oft'  for  damages  for  misrepresentation  and  fraud. 
They  said  Iproper  facilities  for  drying  and  preparing 
the  marvine  were  never  given,  and  to  that  extent  there 
had  been  fraudulent  misrepresentation.  Furthermore,  there 
were  misrepresentations  as  to  the  number  of  travellers. 
Mr.  JohnMarshall  also  gave  evidence.  Mr.  Commis 
sioner  Kerr  .'aid  he  could  not  understand  the  defend!! 
ants  having  paid  25/.  If  their  case  was  right,  they  had 
been  swindled  from  the  very  first,  and  they  should  not  have 
paid  the  25/.  Mr.  Whateley  said  one  of  the  Masters  of  the 
High  Court  ordered  them  to  do  that.  They  could  not  help 
themselves.  Mr.  Commissioner  Kerr :  Ah!  Masters  always 
do  the  wrong  thing— in  the  opinion  of  the  people  against 
whom  they  decide.  (Laughter.)  Evidence  having  been 
given  for  the  defendants,  the  jury  found  for  the  plaintiffs 
for  49/.  7s.  Qd.,  less  11.  Is.,  which  had  been  admitted. 


A  PARTXEESHir  QUESTION. 

At  the  Bury  St.  Edmunds  County  Court  on  Tuesday  last,  before 
Judge  Eardley  Wilmot,  Mr.  Bcntley,  chemist,  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  sought  to  recover  the  sum  of  50/.  from  Mr.  Child, 
from  whom  he  had  purchased  the  latter's  half  share  in  the 
business  of  Messrs.  Floyd  &  Co.,  of  Cornhill,  Bury  St. 
Edmunds.  The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  he  purchased  the 
defendant's  share  in  the  business  referred  to,  the  agreement 
being  that  he  was  to  pay  1,100/.,  on  the  understanding  that 
the  liabilities  of  the  firm  did  not  exceed  500/  Subsequently 
plaintiff  said  he  found  that  the  amount  due  by  the  firm  was 
more  than  600/.,  consequently  plaintilf  brought  the  present 
proceedings  to  recover  what  was  due  to  him  under  the 
arrangement.  His  Honour  said  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances the  defendant  ought  to  refund  to  plaintiff  his  share 
of  the  liabilities  over  500/.,  and  he  would  refer  the  matter  to 
the  registrar  to  ascertain  what  the  amount  was,  and  the  re- 
gistrar would  hereafter  report  to  his  Honou  rwhat  amount  was 
due  to  the  plaintiff. 


THE  MEDICAL  ACT. 

At  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court,  on  April  20,  Caleb 
Charles  'V^'hitefoord,  of  No.  31  Foley  Street,  Great  Portland 
Street,  was  summoned  before  Mr.  De  Rutzen  for  falsely 
using  the  titles  of  doctor  of  medicine  and  apothecary  ;  also 
for  continuing  to  use  such  titles,  and  thus  implying  that  he 
was  on  the  Medical  Register. 

Mr.  Muir  Mackenzie,  barrister,  prosecuted,  and  Mr.Schultess 
Young,  barrister,  appeared  for  the  defence. 

The  evidence  for  the  prosecution  showed  that  defendant's 
name  was  struck  off  the  Medical  Register  in  1891,  owing  to 
his  beiag  convicted  of  performing  an  illegal  operation. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tyrrell,  a  clerk  in  the  employment  of  the 
Medical  Defence  Union,  stated  that  he  visited  the  premises 
of  the  defendant,  outside  which  were  w-ritten  "  Portland 
Provident  Dispensary,''  the  defendant  being  represented  as 
the  "  resident  medical  officer."  He  was  examined  by  defen- 
dant, who  informed  him  that  he  was  suffering  from  influenza. 
The  defendant  gave  him  something  to  drink  out  of  a  phial. 
He  drank  the  liquid,  which  was  very  nice  to  taste,  and  he 
told  Mr.  Wbitefoord  so.  Before  he  went  away  'Whitefoord 
said  he  was  a  specfalist  with  ladies,  and  handed  him  some 
medicine  and  pills,  and  a  certificate  .signed  "  C.  C.  Wbite- 
foord, L.S.A.  (London),  M.D." 
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Mr.  De  Rutzen  held  that  an  offence  liad  clearly  been 
proved,  and  defendant  would  be  fined  5^.  and  three  guineas 
■costs. 



Banruptdes  ant)  jfailurcs. 


lie  James  Rycroft,  Victoria  Street,  Grimsby,  Artificial- 
teeth  Manufacturer. 

This  debtor  was  examined  at  the  Grimsby  Bankruptcy 
Court  on  April  14  The  statement  of  accounts  showed 
liabilities  368^.  \Qs.  Ihl ,  and  assets  9.s.  The  debtor  stated 
that  he  commenced  business  in  February,  1889  with  no 
capital,  and  he  attributed  his  insolvency  to  bad  trade  and 
■serious  illness  of  himself.  The  examination  was  adjourned 
for  a  month. 


He  Joseph  Edward  Meredith,  42  Cardiff  Road,  Aberdare, 
formerly  a  Chemist's  Assistant. 

This  debtor,  who  was  examined  at  the  Aberdare  Bank- 
ruptcy Court  on  April  18.  is  now  a  grocer's  assistant.  He 
had  lost  his  savings  (30Z.)  by  speculating  in  a  public-house 
business.  His  wife  had  also  put  1001.  into  the  concern,  and 
now  he  had  nothing  to  pay  his  creditors  with.  His  wife 
induced  him  to  take  the  business.  The  examination  was 
closed. 


He  J.  A.  Griffiths,  Bideford  and  Torrington,  North  Devon, 
Chemist  and  Druggist. 

A  STATEMENT  of  accounts  has  been  issued  in  this  bank- 
ruptcy by  the  Official  Receiver  at  Taunton,  from  which  it  is 
ascertained  that  a  supplen:entary  dividend  of  4J'/.  in  the 
pound  will  be  payable  to  the  creditors. 


He  Frederick  Charles  Cox,  108  New  Bond  Street,  W  , 
Surgical  Trussmaker. 

This  bankrupt  applied  on  Wednesday  to  Mr.  Registrar 
Giffard,  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  for  an  order  of 
discharge  from  proceedings  instituted  against  him  by  a 
creditor  last  June.  Mr.  Hough,  Official  Receiver,  reported 
that  the  liabilities,  which  amounted  to  84/.  15.<.  Id.,  were 
due  to  a  tailor  and  a  moneylender,  and  there  were  no  assets 
in  the  estate.  At  the  date  of  the  failure  the  bankrupt  was 
in  the  employment  of  his  father  at  a  weeklv  salary.  His 


The  Plaster  Stuck.— "  Very 'cute  little  dodge  of  that 
druggist,  selling  me  that  porous  plaster  with  the  privilege  of 
returning  it  if  it  did  no  good.''  '■  Well,  why  don't  you  return 
it  ? "    "I  can't  get  it  off." 

A  Certain  Cure.— Young  man  (helplessly)  :  "  Doctor,  is 
there  any  cure  for  the  liquor  habit  ?  "  Doctor  (thoughtfully)  : 
""  Y-e-s,  one."  Young  man  :  "What  is  it?"  Doctor:  "Marry 
a  woman  bigger  than  you  are." 

The  Correspoxdexce  between  Renan  and  Berthelot, 
which  has  been  published  in  a  monthly  magazine,  has  now 
appeared  in  book  form.    The  letters  written  by  M.  Berthelot 
are  especially  interesting  as  showing  the  great  breadth  of  i 
mind  of  the  great  chemist. 


•Rew  Companiea  mX>  Compani? 


Petholeitm  Syndicate  of  Sumatra  (Limited). — 
Capital,  36.000Z.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects :  As  indicated  by 
the  title.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Gaspe  Retroleum  Company  (Limited).  —  Capital, 
1,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Object:  To  acquire,  own,  and  work 
petroleum-bearing  lands  in  Canada.  Directors'  qualification, 
10/.    Remuneration,  10  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits,  divisible. 

CoLLiNSON  Poole  (Limited)  Capital   6,500/.,  in  1/. 

shares  (1,500  deferred).  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business 
of  a  mineral  and  ai-rated  water  manufacturer  carried  on  by 
Collinson  Poole,  at  Albion  Works,  Clayton-Ie-Moors,  Lan- 
cashire. 

Peterborough,  Stamford,  Huntingdon,  Bourne, 
Spalding  and  Districts'  Mineral  Water,  Ale,  and 
Stout  Bottle  E.xchangk  Association  (Limited). — No 
capital,  but  has  not  more  than  200  members,  each  liable  for  1/. 
Objects :  As  indicated  by  the  title.  The  management  is 
vested  in  a  council.  Registered  office.  Corn  Exchange, 
Peterborough. 

Wright  k.  Co.  (Brierlby  Hill)  (Limited). — Capital 
20,000/.,  in  1C(.  shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  carry  on 
the  business  of  glass-manufacturers  carried  on  as  "  Wright 
&  Co."  at  the  Bottle-works,  Delph,  Brierley  Hill,  Staffs. 
The  first  directors  are  Harry  S.  Pitt,  Arthur  Pearson,  Alfred 
Marsh,  and  Joseph  Fisher.  Qualification,  50  shares.  Re- 
muneration, as  the  company  may  decide. 

Preston  Spice  Company  (Limited),— Capital  5,000/.,  in 
5/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  by 
Thomas  Heyes  at  North  Road,  Preston,  Lanes,  as  "  The 
Preston  Spice  Company,"  and  to  grind,  manufacture,  sell  and 
deal  in  spice,  varnish,  pepper,  shellac,  baking-powder, 
linseed  meal,  linseed,  gums,  furniture-cream,  &c.  Thomas 
Heyes  and  Thomas  Pickles  are  the  first  directors.  Registered 
oifice.  North  Road  Mills,  Preston. 

New  Italian  Trading  Company. — An  Italian  trading 
company  has  been  organised  at  Milan,  having  for  its  object 
the  extension  of  trade  in  Italian  manufactured  goods  in  the 
Orient.  Tlie  company  includes  ten  producing  firms,  and 
agencies  have  been  established  at  Bombay,  Singapore,  Hong 
Kong,  Shanghai,  Yokohama,  Rangoon,  Sydney,  Massowah, 
Alexandria,  Cairo,  Port  Said,  Johannesburg,  Aden,  and 
Batavia.  Among  the  goods  marketed  through  these  agencies 
are  olive  oil,  whitedeail,  paints,  dyes,  cements,  tallow,  &:c. 

African  Fish  Oil  and  Guano  Syndicate  (Limited). — 
Capital,  100,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Oil  Patents  Syndicate  (Limited)  for  the 
acquisition  of  a  licence  to  use  certain  patents  within  defined 
limits,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  smack  and  trawler 
owners,  shipowners,  fish  -  salesmen,  oil  extractors  and 
merchants,  guano  and  artificial-manure  manufacturers,' 
chemical-workers,  soap-boilers,  &c.  The  first  directors  are 
Lord  Lurgan.  Sir  Henry  F.  Nicholson,  Henry  W.  Maynard, 
J.  Roper  Parkinton,  and  George  \.  Sims.  Qualification,  100/. 
Remuneration,  200/.  each  per  annum  and  250/.  for  the 
chairman. 

R.  Parkinson  k.  Sons  (Limited).— Capital  75,000/ ,  in  1/. 
shares  (25,000  5/.  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  Objects  : 
To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing 
chemists,  wholesale  and  retail  druggists,  drysalters,  oil-mer- 
chants, (Sec,  carried  on  at  Burnley,  Lancashire,  as  "  R. 
Parkinson  &  Sons,''  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with 
William  and  Isaiah  Parkinson.  The  first  subscribers  (each 
with  one  share)  are : — William  Parkinson,  Clevelands, 
Burnley,  chemist ;  Isaiah  Parkinson,  61  Ormerod  Road, 
Burnley,  chemist ;  Albert  W.  Parkinson,  45  Ormerod  Road, 
Burnley,  traveller;  Frank  E.  Parkinson,  56  Ightenhill  Park 
Lane,  Burnley,  traveller ;  William  Dickinson,  22  Palatine 
Square,  Burnley,  machinist ;  Frederick  J.  Grant,  Bank  Field, 
Burnley,  agent ;  Joshua  Duckworth,  20  Holly  Mount,  Burnley, 
cigar-merchant.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer 
than  three  or  more  than  seven)  are  the  first  five  subscribers. 
Qualification,  100  shares.  Remuneration,  100/.  per  annum, 
divisible.    Registered  office,  Curzon  Street  Mill,  Burnley. 


.Honour  suspended  the  order  of  discharge  for  two  years. 


Beet)  of  Hrrangement 


Lancaster,  William  George,  10  High  street,  and  l  .Mars.leu  Street, 
Chesterfield,  chemist.  Trustee,  Artlmr  E.  Mitchell,  11  Glameu  Gate, 
(  I lesterfield,  accountant.  Dated,  April  6  ;  filed,  April  13.  Liabilities 
unsecured,  3I8Z.  4s.  11(/. ;  estimated  net  assets,  350?.   The  following 


are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£  s.  d. 

Dempsey,  M.,  Chesterfield    20  0  0 

Marsden,  —  (executors  of),  Ohe^terfield        . .       . .    21  0  0 

Short,  —  (executors  of),  Cliesterfield   27  0  0 

White,  J.  B.,  &  Sons,  Chesterfield   15  0  0 

Bankers'  claims   150  0  0 
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Thomas  Ridley  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  7,000^.,  in  11. 
shares  (2,000  61.  per  cent,  cumulative  preference).  Objects: 
To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  wholesale  department  of  the 
business  of  manufacturing  druggists,  drysalters,  oil,  paint, 
and  colour  merchants,  and  manufacturing  confectioners 
carried  on  by  "Thomas  Ridley  &  Co."  at  English  Street, 
Carlisle,  and  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  John  T. 
Graham.  The  first  subscribers  (each  with  five  shares) 
ai-e:— Thomas  Ridley,  9  English  Street,  Carlisle,  chemist ; 
John  T.  Graham,  Howard  Place,  Carlisle,  agent;  John 
Coulthard,  1  Alton  Street,  Carlisle,  traveller ;  Abraham 
Maitlew,  49a  English  Street,  Carlisle,  drysalter ;  Isaac 
Falder,  33  Ashley  Street,  Carlisle,  drysalter  ;■  John  N.Bell, 
Beaconsfield  Street,  Carlisle,  drysalter;  Thomas  H.  Bell, 
76  Corporation  Street,  Carlisle,  warehouseman.  The  first 
directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than  three  nor  more  than 
seven)  are: — Thomas  Ridley,  John  T.  Graham,  Abraham 
Martlew,  John  N.  Bell,  and  Isaac  Falder.  Qualification, 
100/.    Remuneration,  100/.  per  annum,  divisible. 

Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited).— Capital  200,000Z.,  in 
11.  shares  (100,000  5/.  per  cent,  cumulative  preference). 
Objects:  To  enter  into  an  agreement  with  William  Steven- 
son and  Reginald  HowelV  and  to  caiTy  on  the  business  of 
manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  druggists,  drysalters, 
distillers,  refiners,  rectifiers,  and  importers  of  essential  oils 
and  fruit  and  soluble  essences,  analytical  and  consulting 
chemists,  spice-merchants,  perfumers,  and  makers  of  and 
dealers  in  proprietary  articles  of  all  kinds.  The  first  sub- 
scribers (each  with  one  share)  are: — G.  U.  Neish  and  B. 
Howell,  66  Watling  Street,  E.C  ,  gentlemen;  J.  E.  Macfar- 
lane.  The  Grange,  Royston  Park,  Pinner,  gentleman  ;  W.  H. 
Gray,  100  Penton  Place,  Kennington,  S.E.,  gentleman  ;  H.  E. 
Buriton,  2  Powis  Gardens,  Bayswater,  W,,  gentleman; 
A.  J.  M.  Taylor,  74  Tunis  Road,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W., 
gentleman ;  G.  Bennett,  88  Napier  Road,  Leytonstone, 
gentleman.  The  first  directors  (to  number  not  fewer  than 
three  nor  more  than  eight)  are  Wm.  Stevenson,  Reginald 
Howell,  and  James  Hughesdon.  Qualification,  250/.  Re- 
muneration, 1,500/.  per  annum,  divisible. 


Veeein  CHi-:MiscnER  Fabrtken  at  Mannheim. — The 
annual  report  of  this  company,  which  has  just  been  issued, 
shows  a  gross  profit  for  the  year  of  984,761m.,  or  285m.  more 
than  last  year.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  a  dividend  of  8  per 
cent.,  as  last  year. 

Chemische  Fabeik  in  Billwaedee,  voem.  Hell  & 
Sthamee  A.-G.  Hambueg. — The  report  of  this  company 
for  1897  shows  a  considerable  improvement  upon  that  for 
1896.  when  no  dividend  was  paid.  The  gross  earnings  were 
424,962m  ,  and  the  net  108,479m..  out  of  which  a  dividend  of 
4  per  cent,  is  to  be  paid  and  6,308m.  carried  to  the  reserve 
fund.    The  company  deals  chiefly  in  borax  and  boric  acid. 

Joseph  Ceosfield  &  Sons  (Limited)  (of  Peerless 
Erasmic  Soap  fame),  of  Warrington  and  Liverpool,  are  meet- 
ing the  expansion  of  their  business  by  the  issue  of  pre- 
prefcrential  fS-per-cent.)  shares  to  the  amount  of  250,000/., 
wliich  will  bring  up  the  share  capital  of  the  company  to 
550,000/.,  with  debentures  to  the  amount  of  290,000/. 
Auditors  state  that  the  profits  of  the  business  are  at  the  rate 
of  48,000/.  a  year.  The  company  employ  1,700  hands  and  have 
24,000  trade  customers  on  their  books.  Besides  soaps  they 
make  caustic  soda,  silicate  of  soda,  and  glycerine. 

Meistee,  Lucius  k,  Bruning. — The  dividend  (26  per 
cent.)  of  this  company  was  noted  in  our  issue  of  April  9, 
page  593.  We  observe  in  the  report  of  directors  that  satis- 
faction is  expressed  with  the  business  so  far, done  in  artificial 
indigo.  In  reference  to  antipyrin  it  is  stated  that  the  German 
patent  will  not  expire  until  July  of  this  year,  when  the 
directors  will  have  to  consider  the  advisability  of  meeting 
the  prices  which  obtain  in  countries  where  no  patents  exists, 
and  they  reckon  upon  a  diminution  of  income  from  this 
item.  The  production  of  diphtheria-serum  .and  Koch's  tuber- 
culin are  progressing  well,  and  so  is  the  use  of  nitragin,  the 
new  fertiliser.  The  directors  mention  tjiat  t,hey  have  set 
'aside  an  extra  grant,  80, 000m.,  for  experiments  with  dyeing- 
materials. 

,  The  Chinosol  Hygienic  Com>p ant  (Limited). — This 
company  takes  over  from  the  English  'agent,  Mr.  Bernhard 


Wilhelm  Kiihn,  of  36  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  London,  pat eni  ancT 
trade-mark  rights  for  the  British  Empire  in  the  disinfectant- 
discovered  by  Dr.  Joseph  Ziegler,  of  Hamburg,  anil  kjiowni 
as  chinosol,  which  is  claimed  to  be  a  non-poisonous  disjii- 
f ectant  of  remarkable  efficacy  for  general  disinfection,  as  v/ell 
as  for  medical,  veterinary,  horticultural,  and  agrjcoltnial 
purposes.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  20,OOOJ.,  ant)  the- 
directors  are  Mr.  Horace  Davenport,  chairman  of  Barclay 
&  Sons  (Limited),  and  Camwal  (Limited)  ;  Di:  George- 
Fleming,  C.B.,  Principal  Veterinary  Surgeon  of  the  Army 
(retired)  ;  Mr.  A.  A.  Tindall  (Baillifere,  Tindall  &Co.\,  raedkal 
and  scientific  publishers);  Dr.  Leop.  Ostermann,  cheroist, 
Uhlenhorst,  Hamburg,  member  of  the  firm  of  Fran:iFrit2.sciie- 
&Co., Hamburg;  and Mr.;B. Kiihn,  36St.Mary-at-Hil],  Ixsndon. 

Stevenson  &;  Howell  (LijIited). — The  prospectas  of 
this  company,  which  takes  over,  the  business  of  Messrs.. 
Stevenson  &  Howell,  95a  Southwark  Street,  rKans-factBiiDg; 
chemists,  distillers  and  importers  of  essential  oils  and 
essences,  manufacturers  of  colours  and  technical  cher»icals, 
was  issued  on  Wednesday,  and  the  share-list  closes  on 
Friday  of  this  week  at  4  P.M.  The  authorised  capital  is 
200,000/.,  and  80,000  5-per-cent.  11.  cumulative  preiereiice 
shares  are  offered  for  subscription.  The  business  is  t»  be- 
sold  to  the  company  for  160,000/.,  half  of  which  i:^  paycible 
in  shares.  The  remaining  40,000  shares  are  reserved  for 
future  issue,  if  thought  desirable.  Messrs.  Jackson,  Pialey^ 
Browning,  Husey  &  Co.,  chartered  accountants,  certify  tiiat 
the  profits  of  the  business  for  the  last  ten  years  have  beer 
continuously  progressive,  and  that  for  the  years  1895,  289C; . 
and  1897  they  were  15,130/.,  15,737/.,  and  17,747/.  respec- 
tively. The  amount  required  for  payment  of  the  divi- 
dend on  the  shares  now  ofiiered  would  be  4,0(X)2.  a  year. 
The  directors  of  the  company  are  Messrs.  William  StevensoD. 
F.C.S.,  Reginald  Howell,  F.C.S.,  and  James  Hughesc1cc>  tl^xi 
present  head  manager  of  the  firm  in  London. 


Notice  of  changes  in  the  retail  trade,  and  opc-nlnff  of  item  - 
hiisiiiesscs,  are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  chsyrcjit^  if 
properiy  authenticated. 


Me.  W.  L.  Edwaed,  of  Edinburgh,  wilJ  shortly  open  a 
very  handsome  branch-pharmacy  at  255  Dairy  Pioad,  in  tbat 
city. 

Me.  G.  W.  Maude,  of  208  Otley  Road,  Bradford,  bzas  sold 
his  business  to  Mr.  Robert  Carson.  Mr.  Maude  is  Ifcaviug  tie 
retail. 

Me.  Isaac  Haetness  has  sold  the  business  ht-  has  been 
carrying  on  at  65  Queen's  Road,  Peckham  (F.  G.  EalcVwin  &r 
Co.),  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Harry. 

The  Paeazone  Company  (Limited)  have  renioTecl  from 
79  Queen  Street,  Cheapside,  to  new  premises  at  2i  and  221- 
Chatham  Place,  Hackney,  N.E. 

Messes.  Johnsen  &  Joegensen,  late  of  Botolpl*)  Bouse. 
Eastcheap.  E.G.,  have  removed  to  more  commodious  preiaises. 
in  Bury  Court,  St.  Mary  Axe,  E.C. 

Me.  J.  C.  Gibson,  chemist  and  druggist,  KottingMiE/ 
Street,  Sheffield,  has  sold  the  branch  business  be  opened- 
some  two  years  ago  in  Fir  A^alc,  Pitsmoor,  in  ih&'i  city,  to- 
Mr.  Ibson,  of  Carnforth. 

Me.  J.  H.  SiviTT,  medallist  in  dispensing,  Tsr'estraiiister- 
College,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Messrs.  Pavey  Hi  Co.,. 
chemists  and  druggists,  68  King  Street,  Raiasgate,,  wbicis  he- 
has  managed  for  several  years. 

Me.  J.  H.  H.vywood,  surgical-instrumeDt  mahor  aad 
manufacturer  of  druggists'  sundries,  Nottingham,  has  taken. 
oflSces  and  stock-rooms  at  28  Falcon  Square,  E.G.,  aixl  ZVJr. 
T.  T.  Sherborne  has  been  appointed  London  agent. 

Me.  T.  Caetee  (late  Grey),  of  the  Eichmond  Tbarmscj, 
Boughton,  Chester,  has  recently  opened  a  firet  class  branch, 
in  Hook,  Chester.    The  shop  has  beca  fitted.  thnoBghoTit  iis. 
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~Che  taosi  mcdern  style  by  Messrs.  Evans,  Sons  &  Co.,  of 
I^i(,-ecpool. 

■  Me.  a.  E.  Kaeold,  of  Guernsey,  informs  us  delinitely 
thafc  !ie 'kas  not  sold  either  his  shop  or  his  business  to 
Messrs.  Boots.  We  are  sorry  that  the  misstatement  has 
«.ppeared.  It  was  sent  to  us  by  a  usually  well-informed 
•correspcQdent. 

Me.  J.  A.  Buckley,  lately  with  Messrs.  Magor,  Birming- 
•  liaKi-,  atid  formerly  junior  secretary  and  delegate  to  the 
FlymoaUi,  Devonport,  Stonehouse  and  District  Chemists' 
Assooiaitioa,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Wilkin- 
scNE,  .Stanley  Pharmacy,  Blackpool. 


Misses.  W.  Kemp  k  Sox,  Horncastle,  inform  us  that  they 
3j;e  prepared  to  supply  the  new  Pharmacopccia  preparations, 
aad  to  (j-uote  for  same. 

Tke  solicitors  of  Dr.  Tibbies"  Vi-Cocoa  (Limited)  offer 
to  any  customer  who  will  enable  the  company  to  secure 
■a  coEiviction  against  anyone  who  has  stated  that  Dr.  Tibbies' 
Yi-Coooa  (Limited)  have  been  prosecuted  and  fined  for 
•adiilteratioa. 

"G-alen"  Capsttlbs.— Messrs.  John  Moss  &  Co.,  Galen 
Works,  Wilson  Street,  New  Cross  Road,  S.E,,  again  direct 

-oar  attetttion  to  their  capsules,  which  we  noticed  a  year  ago. 

'  i'ke  capsules  are  machine-made  and  perfect  in  shape  and 
■fiiiisk,  and,  what  is  more  important,  are  readily  soluble. 

Wis  omitted  to  mention  Messrs.  C.  R.  Harker,  Stagg  &; 
-^[srgaa,  of  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E  C,  in  the  list  of  firms 
srivea  Jast  week  who  are  making  a  special  feature  of  new 
B.F.  preparations ;  Messrs.  Harker,  Stagg  &;  Morgan  also 
have  a  copy  of  the  B.P.,  which  may  be  seen  at  their  offices. 

Messrs.  Jules  Dbnoual  &  Co.,  of  Carlton  Works,  New 
■  •Cksss  Road,  have  added  a  "  Hyacinth  "  floral  cachou  to  their 
scries  of  "  Bien  recherche "'  true  floral  cachous.     They  make 
tke  extract  to  flavour  these  lozenges  in  their  own  laboratory, 
-smd.  thaj  send  out  the  cachous  in  cut-glass  shosv-jars,  in  1-lb. 
wfeite  glass  bottles,  and  in  fancy  boxes. 

Feedimg-bottle  Clip.  —  Mr.   C.   Provis,  The  Sc^uare, 
^Smswocth,  has  patented  a  useful  little  article  for  holding  the 
teat  of  a  feeding-bottle,  when  not  in  use,  with  the  object  of 
:\r?reTOQting  the  milk  from  siphoning  out.    It  is  affixed  either 


DirnTHEEiA-ANTiTO.xiN.— At  Mr.  E.  Merck's  London 
depot,  16  Jewry  Street,  E.G.,  stock  is  now  kept  of  the 
diphtheria-antitoxin  manufactured  at  the  firm's  works  in 
Dai'mstadt.  We  have  recently  obser\ed  German  officials' 
notices  in  respect  to  the  various  bacteriological  products 
manufactured  by  the  firm,  and  they  are  now  issued  with  the 
guaranteiJ  bf  Professor  P.  Ehrlich,  M.D.,  and  the  Royal 
Scram  Testing  Institute  at  Berlin.  The  diphtheria-serum  is 
made  according  to  the  methods  of  Behrijig:  and  Elirlicli,  and 
is  fcntout  of  four  strengths— viz.,  200,  600,  1,000,  and  1,500 
immunising  uiiits,  each  being  in  4  c.c.  of  sorum. 

Photogkaphic  Peice-list. — Messrs.  Barclay  &  Sons, 
95  Farringdon  Street,  E.G.,  have  issued  a  new  edition  of 
their  photographic  price-list.  As  previously,  the  prices 
quoted  are  ' the  retail  ones,  the  discount  to  dealers  being 
indicated  .  by  letters.  \Vc  notice  that  the  prices  for 
chemicals  ale  indicated  at  per  kilo.,  in  addition  to  the  oz. 
and  lb.  quotations  ;  measures  also  are  obtainable,  graduated 
in  c.c,  vvhich  indicates  the  up-to-date  character  of  |the 
list.  The'  catalogue  is  well  got  up,  and  photographic  dealers 
should  find  it  a  great  convenience;  tliey  can  show  it  to 
their  customers  witli  the  certain  knowledge  that,  should  the 
customer,  noticing  the  name  and  address  on  the  catalogue, 
try  to  buy  at  the  fountain-head  he  would  be  nonplussed,  as 
Messrs.  Barclay  only  deal  with  the  trade. 


"*oO  fae  laeckof  the  feeding-bottle  or  side  of  cot.  It  is  a  handy 
Rttle  device  and  should  be  readily  saleable  to  mothers  and 
otkevs  to  wtiom  the  annoyance  and  wa«te  caused  by  milk 
'raanvttg  out  of  the  feeder  is  very  real.   The  retail  price  is  2,d. 

The  St.  Raphael  Qumquina  tonic  wine  has  attained  great 
popateity  in  Paris,  and  it  is  now  being  introduced  in  this 
coiiatiy  by  Messrs.  Bowen  &  McKechnie,  wine  and  spirit 
importers,  of  Cross  Street,  Finsbury.  It  is  asserted  over 
1.5,600  litres  of  this  wine  are  sold  daily  in  France.  It  is  a 
wine  of  Burgundy  type,  rather  sweet,  and  with  the  bitter 
ilaTOiir  t;nt  too  distinct.  The  agents  have  fixed  3^.  3d.  as 
the  retail  price,  and  they  inform  us  that  it  will  not  be  sold  at 
lietow  this  price.  This  will  yield  a  profit  to  the  retailer  of 
per  bottle.  The  metal  showcard  supplied  is  a  very 
■stcifcing  design  It  represents  a  monastic  chapel,  and  an 
«jKWsaed  facsimile  of  a  bottle  of  the  wine  fills  the  spaca 


personalities. 


Me.  Hamilton  J.  Haeeis,  of  the  firm  of  Bertie  Smith  4: 
Co.,  drug-merchants,  of  Bombay,  is  on  his  way  to  London 
for  a  business  visit. 

Last  week,  on  April  14.  Mr.  G.  S.  V.  Wills  delivered  his 
ten-thousandth  lecture  to  students  of  the  Westminster 
College  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

A  New  Yoek  journal  states  that  Mr.  F.  J.  Hanbury  (of 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Limited,  London)  has  been  in  New 
York  making  arrangements  to  open  an  American  agency  for 
the  firm. 

Peofessoe  John  Millae  Thomson,  F.R.S.,  of  King's 
College,  London,  ex-hon.  secretary  of  the  Chemical  Society, 
had  the  degree  of  LL.D.  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Glasgow- 
University  last  week. 

Me.  Eenest  J.  Paeey,  B.Sc,  has  resigned  his  position  on 
the  chemical  staff  of  the  London  County  Council,  and  is 
establishing  himself  as  an  analytical  and  consulting  chemist 
at  134  Upper'Thames  Street,  E.G. 

Me.  B;  Owen  Jones,  of  Messrs.  B.  O.  Jones  &  Co., 
chemists,.  Boksburg,  iS.A.R.,  is  now  in  London  on  business 
and  will  stay,  a  montli  or  two.    Mr.  Owen  Jones  was  formerly 
with  Mr.  Henry  Lamplough,  but  went  out  to  the  Transvaal  ' 
fully  ten  years  ago,  and  during  the  past  four  years  has  been 
in  business,  on  his  own  account.    His  firm  have  now  five  ' 
pharmacies  in  tlie  gold-mining  district,  and  we  believe  that 
it  is  in  view  of  further  developments  that  Mr.  Owen  Jones  ' 
has  now,  come,  home.    Communications  for  Sir.  Jones  may 
be  addi-essed  to  The  Chemist  and  Del'GGist  office. 

Me.  Waltee  Gibbons,  Manchester,  who  is  seeking  election  . 
on  the  Council  q£  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  is  taking  enert;etic  measures  to  secure  a  favourable 
vote.  He  is  about  to  issue  a  circular  to  members,  in  which 
he  asks  for  votes  as  a  representative  of  the  retail  section  of 
the  trade.  '  He  thinks  the  Council  has  in  the  past  been 
insufliciently  progressive,  and  when  attempting  legislation 
has  not  asked  for  enough  He  advocates  a  curriculum,  one 
examination,  and  one  title  (pharmacist).  The  examinations, 
and  the  conditions  under  which  they  are  held,  could  be  easily 
improved,  and  with  advantage.  Steps  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  indiscriminate  distribution  of  active  and  potent 
medicines,  not  in  the  poisons-schedules  by  general  dealers, 
who  are  totally  ignorant  of  their  nature.  He  would  give  all 
subscribers  to  the  Society  equal  voting  power,  and  all,  with 
the  exception  of  "apprentices,"  should  be  eligible  for  election 
on  the  Council.  He  wants  a  trade  sub-section  of  the  Society, 
and  direct  representation  of  pharmacy  in  Parliament. 
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(The  Mtntcr  Session. 


PHAKMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
North  British  Branch. 

The  closing  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  in  the  Society's 
house,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
Mr.  AV.  L.  Currie  (Glasgow),  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Gko.  Lunan  read  his  paper  on 

OXYGEN  FOR  THERAPEUTIC  PURPOSES. 

The  use  of  oxygen,  he  said,  as  a  remedial  agent  is  un- 
doubtedly extending.  Dispensing  chemists  should  decide 
whether  they  are  to  control  the  sale  of  oxygen  for  medicinal 
purposes  or  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  dealers  in  limelight 
requirements.  His  (the  lecturer's)  experience  was  decidedly 
in  favour  of  giving  the  subject  consideration.  He  was  per- 
suaded that  the  use  of  oxygen  as  an  inhalant  will  greatly 
extend.  There  is  no  one  better  fitted  to  sell  oxygen  than  the 
dispensing  chemist,  from  the  fact  that  he  is  now  rightly 
regarded  as  specially  trained  to  protect  the  public  from 
everything  inferior  or  deleterious  required  for  medical 
purposes.  Compressed  oxygen  as  supplied  at  present  is 
suitable  for  inhalation,  as  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  deter- 
mine. There  is  nothing  special  or  original  in  the  inhalation- 
apparatus.  The  tank  is  screwed  to  the  regulatoi  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  the  latter  connected  by  rubber  tubing  to 
a  large  wash-bottle  containing  water.  In  use  the  gas  is 
then  conveyed  through  more  tubing  to  a  convenient  position 
over  the  patient's  mouth,  where  it  is  allowed  to  diffuse  by 
the  aid  of  a  glass  funnel  attached  to  the  tubing.  All  that 
is  necessary  when  the  apparatus  has  been  conveniently 
placed  is  to  turn  on  the  tap  sufficiently  to  allow  the  oxygen 
10  bubble  slowly  through  the  wash-bottle. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  said  that  nowadays  oxygen  was  being  pre- 
scribed by  physicians  all  over  the  country,  and  he  had 
discovered  that  though  pharmacists  knew  it  was  used  in 
cases  of  pneumonia  they  were  ignorant  as  to  the  exact 
method  of  using  it.  The  ox3'gen  sent  out  at  present  by  the 
makers  was  very  pure,  but  unless  they  anticipated  a  thera- 
peutic use  of  it — if  they  imagined  it  was  only  to  be  used 
for  lantern-purposes — they  might  not  use  the  same  precau- 
tion in  keeping  it  pure,  and  it  was  very  apt  to  contain  traces 
of  substances  which  would  be  objectionable  when  used 
medically.  It  had  been  widely  used  in  cases  of  pneumonia, 
where  the  lung-tissue  was  largely  solidified  and  incapable  of 
securing  the  aeration  of  blood  necessary  in  such  cases  with 
oxygen,  and  that  the  small  amount  of  lung-tissue  remaining 
should  have  supplied  to  it  a  large  percentage  of  oxygen,  so 
that  it  mig'nt  perform  the  entire  function  of  the  whole  lung. 
With  regard  to  the  wash-bottle,  it  served  to  ensure  purity 
of  the  gas,  to  indicate  when  the  supply  of  gas  was  ex- 
hausted, and  also  for  moistening  it.  The  gas  put  in  a 
cylinder  was  frequently  very  dry,  and  inhaling  gas  in  such  a 
dry  condition  would,  he  thought,  have  an  irritating  effect  on 
the  mucous  substanses. 

The  Chairman  said  they  had  only  to  see  the  apparatus  to 
be  satisfied  of  its  suitability  for  the  )  mrpose  for  which  it  was 
intended.  As  Mr.  Lunan  said,  this  was  a  primitive  apparatus, 
and  might  be  improved.  Speaking  from  his  own  experi- 
ence from  a  pneumonic  point  of  view,  he  well  recollected  the 
great  feeling  of  oppression  he  had  in  breathing  the  ordinary 
atmosphere.  His  medical  man  considered  the  advisability 
of  applying  oxygen,  but,  unfortunately,  he  was  not  in  a 
position  to  know  where  to  get  it  nor  the  mode  of  applying  it, 
and  it  was  not  done. 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  then  read  his  paper  on 

INVISIBLE  and  sympathetic  INKS, 

and  said  that  so-called  invisible  and  sympathetic  inks  are 
well  known  and  there  are  many  formulre  for  their  produc- 
tion. They  have  been  used  for  secret  correspondence,  but 
are  perhaps  of  more  interest  to  the  conjurer  or  the  romancist 
than  to  the  prosaic  desciple  of  Galen.  And  yet  the  latter  is 
not  unfrequently  applied  to  by  the  conjuror,  either  professional 
or  amateur.    Such  was  his  (the  lecturer's)  lot  on  a  recent 


occasion.  An  invisible  or  a  sympathetic  ink  was  required 
that  would  become  visible  on  exposure  to  the  fumes  of  either 
chloroform,  ether,  or  ammonia. 

A  reference  to  the  usual  authorities  gave  no  practical 
result,  and  the  case  seemed  rather  hopeless,  when  it  suddenly 
occurred  to  him  that  by  using  a  solution  of  mercurons 
nitrate  and  exposing  the  writing  to  the  fumes  of  ammonia  a 
precipitate  of  black  mereurous  nitrate  would  be  formed  and 
give  the  desired  result. 

Using  the  ordinary  test-solution  of  mereurous  nitrate, 
and  writing  with  a  quill  pen  on  ordinary  white  paper,  the 
writing  when  dry  is  invisible.  A  small  quantity  of  strong 
solution  of  ammonia  is  placed  in  the  bottom  of  a  large  cylin- 
drical glass  jar.  which  thus  becomes  filled  with  ammonia- 
gas  in  a  suitably  moist  condition.  On  placing  the  paper 
with  the  in\ isiblc  writing  inside  the  jar  for  a  few  seconds 
and  then  withdrawing,  it  will  be  found  that  the  writing 
comes  out  a  very  distinct  black. 

This  is  an  invisible  ink,  but  when  once  developed  it 
remains.  A  sympathetic  ink,  on  the  other  hand,  is  one  that 
becomes  visible  and  then  vanishes  again  as  required.  To 
meet  this  requirement  a  solution  of  phenolphthalein  was 
tried  on  ordinary  white  paper,  and  is  quite  invisible  when 
dry,  but  when  placed  for  a  few  seconds  in  the  jar  aliove 
mentioned,  the  writing  becomes  of  a  beautiful  pink  colour 
which  fades  as  the  ammonia  evaporates.  By  breathing  upon 
the  paper  the  colour  disappears  almost  immediately.  The 
solution  of  phenolphthalein  should  be  pretty  strong.  By  a 
little  thought  many  other  devices  of  a  curious  and  interest- 
ing kind  might  be  discovered  and  found  useful  by  those 
who  are  called  upon  to  cater  for  something  new,  mysterious, 
and  entertaining. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  then  read  other  papers,  the  first  was  on 

METHYLATED  SPIRIT  IN  PHOTOGRAPHY, 

in  which  he  said  that  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Edinburgh 
District  Chemists'  Trade  Association  certain  objections  to 
the  use  of  methylated  spirit  containing  rock  oil  in  photo- 
graphy were  mentioned.  A  professional  photographer  had 
brought  tlie  objections  under  his  notice,  they  were  as 
follows :  —  In  the  process  of  enamelling,  collodion 
is  used.  As  received  the  collodion  is  too  dense, 
and  has  to  be  diluted  in  the  projiortion  of  1  part 
of  collodion,  1  part  of  ether,  and  1  part  of  methylated 
spirit.  Before  the  addition  of  rock  oil  to  the  spirit  this- 
process  was  in  constant  use,  and  gave  uniformly  satisfactory 
results.  After  the  addition  of  the  oil  it  was  found  that  the 
finished  picture  was  spoiled  by  a  white  hazy  opalescence 
particularly  at  one  corner.  At  first  no  explanation  of  this 
untoward  circumstance  was  thought  of,  and  it  was  assumed 
that  the  fault  lay  in  the  collodion.  But  after  several  new 
quantities  of  collodion  had  been  tried  without  any  improve- 
ment suspicion  was  ultimately  attached  to  the  methylated 
spirit.  This  was  found  to  be  the  source  of  the  evil,  and  on 
using  methylated  spirit  free  from  rock  oil  the  results  were 
uniformly  satisfactory.  It  may  be  interesting  to  note  that 
a  liquid  called  "  pyroxylin  solvent "  is  extensively  sold 
for  the  foregoing  and  other  technical  purposes.  To  all 
appearance  it  is  simply  a  mixture  of  ether  and  methylated 
spirit  free  from  rock  oil,  and  quite  free  from  objection  for 
the  purpose,  but  the  legality  of  the  sale  of  such  a  mixture 
is  a  point  that  require^  to  be  cleared  up. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  picture  is  wanted  in  a  hurry, 
and  in  such  cases,  after  the  negative  has  been  developed  and 
wa.-he  1,  it  is  dried  in  a  very  sIk  r  .  time  by  dipping  info 
methylated  spirit,  and  then  removing  aad  letting  it  dry 
in  a  warm  or  breezy  place.  In  this  way  what  would  take 
several  hours  may  be  done  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  But 
if  methylated  spirit  with  rock  oil  is  used,  the  negative  is 
cove  ed  all  over  with  an  objectionable  white  fog,  which 
interferes  with  the  printing.  Another  objection  in  this 
dipping  and  drying  process,  which  is  in  constant  use  in  every 
large  studio,  is  that  the  spirit  very  soon  becomes  muddy 
from  precipitation  of  rock  oil  by  water.  It  cannot  therefore 
be  used  again  and  again,  as  was  the  case  with  the  old  methyl- 
ated spirit. 

Considering  that  the  addition  of  rock  oil  seems  to  be  quite 
ineffectual  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended,  he 
thought  the  existing  regulation  should  be  abolished.  Mr. 
Hill  proceeded  to  speak  of 
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AN  INCOMPATIBLE  STEYCHNINE  MIXTUKE 

which  was  brought  under  his  notice  : — 

Potass,  iodiil...,        ...        ...        ...  5ij- 

Liquor,  stryclinime  ...        ...        ...  ryiv. 

lufus.  quassia;  acl     ...       ...       ...  5vj. 

M. 

Sig. :  A  teaspoonful  in  water  thrice  daily. 
It  was  written  by  an  eminent  physician,  and  was  an  instance 
of  the  well-known  incompatibility  of  strychnine  solution 
with  potassium  iodide.  There  is  in  a  few  minutes — particu- 
larly on  shaking — an  abundant  separation  of  fine  acicular 
crystals.  He  should  hardly  have  brought  the  matter  forward 
were  it  not  that  the  physician  said  it  was  a  favourite  pre- 
scription, and  had  frequently  been  dispensed  by  pharmacists 
without  any  complaint.  The  dispenser  was  able  to  prove  to 
the  prescriber  that  the  mixture  could  not  be  dispensed  as 
written  without  a  precipitate  of  a  dangerous  kind  being 
formed.  Ultimately  the  difficulty  was  got  over  by  dispensing 
the  strychnine  and  potassium  iodide  in  separate  bottles,  and 
instructing  a  dose  to  be  taken  from  each.  The  mixture  and 
the  precipitate  were  examined  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
exactly  what  the  precipitate  was.  It  was  undoubtedly 
strychnine  hydriodide,  which  was  to  be  expected,  consider- 
ing the  insolubility  of  the  hydi iodide.  After  allowing  the 
mixture  to  stand  for  sis  hours,  the  strychnine  remaining  in 
the  clear  supernatant  liquid  was  estimated  by  washing  out 
with  chloroform.  The  mixture,  to  begin  with,  contained 
2-223  gr.  of  strychnine  in  solution.  At  the  end  of  six  hours 
only  0  372  gr.  remained  in  solution,  and  1'851  gr.  had  been 
precipitated.  That  is  to  say,  five-sixths  of  the  strychnine 
had  been  precipitated.  ISiven  then  precipitation  was  still 
going  on  slowly.  After  two  days  the  free  hydriodic  acid 
had  begun  to  decompose,  and  reddish-brown  acicular  or 
columnar  crystals  began  to  separate,  probably  of  tri-iodide 
of  strychnine,  mentioned  by  Bauer  (Avieria/n  Pliar.  Assoc. 
Proceedi ii'js,  1875,  page  419).  In  this  way  almost  the  entire 
quantity  of  strychnine  is  precipitated.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  prevent  precipitation  by  the  addition  of  rectified 
spirit,  and  there  was  less  precipitation  after  adding  5SS., 
and  still  less  after  adding  =i.  But  to  add  more  would  have 
been  therapeutically  inadvisable.  Glycerine  retards  preci- 
pitation better  than  alcohol.  But  he  thought  the  safest  and 
only  satisfactory  method  is  to  have  tv/o  separate  solutions. 

STEYCHXIXE  IIVDEIODIDE. 

When  investigating  the  precipitate  formed  in  the  incom- 
patible strychnine-mixture  referred  to  in  the  previous  note, 
it  became  necessary  to  inquire  as  to  the  nature  and  proper- 
ties of  strychnine  hydriodide.  On  referring  to  the  usual 
authorities,  practically  no  definite  information  could  be 
found.  A  quantity  of  hydriodide  was  prepared  by  dis- 
solving strychnine  in  excess  of  hot  freshly-prepared  hydriodic 
acid.  The  fine  silky  acicular  crystals  which  separated  on 
cooling  were  collected  on  a  filter,  washed,  and  recrystallised 
from  rectified  spirit.  The  pale  straw-coloured  crystals  so 
obtained  are  flatter  and  less  distinctly  acicular  than  those 
obtained  from  the  hot  and  aqueous  solution,  which  are  of  a 
colour  very  like  tannic  acid.  When  recrystallised  from 
water  the  crystals  retain  their  acicular  character  more  than 
those  from  rectified  spirit,  and  they  are  larger  and  less 
coloured  than  the  first  crop.  The  character  which  most 
attracted  the  lecturer's  attention  was  the  comparative  in- 
solubility of  the  salt  in  water.  While  the  hydrochloride  is 
soluble  1  in  35  5  of  water,  and  the  hydrobromide  1  in  55, 
he  found  that  1  part  of  strychnine  hydriodide  required  for 
solution  309  parts  of  water. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Mr.  Coui.L  said  he  did 
not  see  why  there  should  be  any  objection  to  using 
methylated  spirit  in  making  collodion  and  selling  it.  The 
second  last  paper  dealt  with  a  very  serious  matter.  One 
dispenser  might  filter  out  the  strychnine,  and  the  prescriber 
failing  to  get  the  effect  desired  might  increase  the  dose,  and 
if  that  was  dispensed  by  a  druggist  who  did  not  filter  out 
the  strychnine  the  result  might  be  serious.  The  paper  on 
hydriodide  of  strychnine  was  a  distinct  contribution  to 
chemical  knowledge.  Mr.  McDiarmid  referred  to  a  formula 
of  strychnine  and  iodide  which  was  to  be  found  in  the  "  Home 
Notes  "  of  a  weekly  newspaper,  and  said  he  had  observed 
that  The  Chemist  and  Deuggist  had  pointed  out  its 
dangerous  character. 


Mr.  Macpiierson  said  he  found|  that  a  mixture  of 
potassium  iodide  (5  gr.),  liquor  strychniie  (5  minims),  and 
water  (2  dr.)  remained  perfectly  clear.  There  was  no  pre- 
cipitate with  10  minims,  and  in  that  proportion  it  might  be 
safely  dispensed.  With  the  addition  of  other  5  minims  it 
began  to  precipitate,  and  with  20  minims  the  depo.sit  was 
rather  dangerous.  The  redness  of  the  mixture  was  caused 
by  the  presence  of  free  iodine  in  the  iodide. 

Mr.  Duncan  agreed  with  what  Mr.  3Iacpherson  said,  an.li 
thought  the  quantity  of  water  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
the  precipi'ation.    He  had  tried  glycerine,  and  found  that 

oz.  added  to  a  6  oz.  bottle  retarded  precipitation,  thougb 
not  completely,  and  if  he  had  added  more  it  might  have 
prevented  it.  The  mixture  was  being  largely  prescribed  in 
Edinburgh  just  now.  It  bad  been  recommended  by  a  very 
eminent  teacher  for  some  special  disease,  and  the  strychnine 
was  added  to  prevent  the  depressing  action  of  the  iodide,  and- 
many  of  them  might  meet  it  in  the  future. 

Mr.  I>unan  said  he  had  found  the  mixture  coaLi  be  sent 
out  with  an  addition  of  mucilage. 

Mr.  Bowman  said  he  had  frequently  dispensed  tiie 
mixture  with  an  addition  of  tincture  of  cinchona,  and  b& 
wished  to  know  if  the  spirit  in  the  cinchona  prevented 
precipitation. 

The  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  some  remarks,  saiJ  that, 
as  an  amateur  photographer,  he  thought  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  in  approaching  the  revenue  authorities  in- 
favour  of  keeping  rock  oil  out  of  methylated  spirits.  Its 
introduction  had  not  lessened  the  consumption  of  methylatsd 
spirit  for  drinking  purposes.  In  the  West  of  Scotlan^i  the 
consumption  had  rather  increased.  On  Sunday  he  had  dis- 
pensed the  mixture  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bowman,  and  was  of 
opinion  that  the  tinctuie  of  cinchona  prevented  precijd- 
tation. 

Jilr.  Hill  replied  to  various  speakers.  He  suggested  to 
Mr.  McPherson  that  he  should  keep  his  solutions  to  find  if 
they  did  not  precipitate.  They  would  certainly  do  so  in 
time.  Glycerine  would  only  retard,  but  not  inhibit,  precipi- 
tation, and  Mr.  Bowman's  mixture  was  almost  certain  to  pre- 
cipitate, although  it  would  be  clouded  with  the  cinchona.  The 
authors  were  thanked  for  their  papers,  and  a  vote  of  t/janks 
to  Mr.  Currie  for  presiding  terminated  the  meeting. 

MIDLAND  PHARMACEUnCAL  ASSOCIATION. 
At  Mason  College,  Birmingham,  on  the  evening  of  .A.rril  l-S, 
:Mr.  J.  Dencee  Whittles^  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  at 
the  College,  gave  a  demonstration  with  an  electric  project- 
ing microscopic  lantern.  There  was  a  namerous  gathering, 
the  audience  including  a  large  proportion  of  ladies.  In  the 
absence  of  the  President  (Mr.  F.  J  Gibson,  Wolverhampton) 
Mr.  G.  E.  Perry  presided.  Mr.  Whittles  exhibited  'ental. 
medical,  and  veterinary  specimens,  and  illustrated  th<^ 
crystallisation  of  many  chemicals,  including  salicir.,  santc- 
nic,  &c.  Cyanide  of  mercury  he  showed  in  the  crystallising 
process.  The  concluding  portion  of  the  demonstration  wes 
devoted  to  living  organisms,  from  fungi  and  bacteria  up  t:< 
fleas,  sheep-ticks,  body-lice,  and  other  insects.  The  demon- 
stration was  thoroughly  appreciated,  and  Mr.  Whittles  was 
cordially  thanked. 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  twentieth  session  was 
held  on  April  15,  Mr.  George  Sinclair  (President)  in  the 
chair.  The  Prize  Committee  reported  that  the  Ewing  Phar- 
macy Prize  had  been  gained  by  Mr.  David  Roger,  23  Bernard 
Street,  Leith,  and,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ev.dng,  the  Presi- 
dent presented  the  winner  with  copies  of  Attfieid's 
"Chemistry,"  Green's  "Botany,"  and  Wills's  "Materia 
Medica."  The  annual  report  and  financial  statement  were 
read  and  adopted,  the  former  showing  a  slightly  in- 
creased membership,  and  the  latter  a  balance  of  5^.  2s.  If". 

Mr.  John  Bowman  was  elected  an  honorary  member.  One 
guinea  was  voted  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 

The  officers  elected  for  next  session  were : — President,  G. 
H.  C.  Rowland;  Vice-President,  J.  D.  Sinclair;  Secretary, 
David  Harley,  9  Prince's  Street ;  Treasurer,  J.  L.  Keid ; 
members  of  committee,  Messrs.  G.  Sinclair,  McBain,  Mowatt, 
Sivewright,  A.  McKenzie,  McDiarmid,  Kidd,  and  Roger 
Prize  Committee,  J.  M.  Cameron,  A.  J.  Dey,  and  G,  Sinclair. 
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EMBROCATION 

in  bottles  to  retail  at 

8d.,     1/-,     airidL  2/6. 


5» 


AND  OTHER 


FEOTANTS 


SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6d.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESEBYED   PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,   BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   D3STROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITA»   CO.,  LIfVIITED,  BETHNAL  CREEN,  LONDON- 

AND  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKK. 


Tlie  principle  of 

f  letcfters*  Concentrated  fitquors 

is  now  recognised  in  the  ' 

BRITISH  PHARMACOP(EIA,  1898. 


"PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS." 
is  some  years  since  we  Lad  occasion  to  announce  a  new 


Extensively  Advertised.  Safely  Paeked.  Best  Make  to 
Sell.  Liberal  Terms.  Attractive  Advertising  Matter. 


OKtT  MAKIE8— 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD, 

Mint  Street  Chemical  Works,  LINCOLN. 


ALTED  MILK 


FOH 


34   FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.G. 


\olume  of  The  Chemist  axd  Druggist  handbooks,  and 
now  that  we  have  to  make  it  known  that  "  a  book  of  useful 
recipes  for  the  drug-trade  "  entitled  "  Pharmaceutical  For- 
mulas "  is  ready  for  sale,  we  may  be  excused  reverting  to 
September,  1888,  when  the  first  of  the  series,  "  The  Art  of 
Dispensing,"  saw  the  light.  Of  that  volume  no  fewer  than  five 
editions  and  six  reprints  of  the  fifth  edition  have  been  called 
'or,  so  popular  has  it  been.  Almost  simultaneously  with  it 
Mr.  E.  N.  Alpe's  "  Handy-boak  of  Medicine-stamp  Duty '' 
was  published.  It  was  followed  by  "  Veterinary  Counter- 
practice,"  a  work  which  has  rivalled  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing  " 
in  popularity,  Mr.  B  S.  Proctor'.-s  "  Pharmaceutical  Testing," 
our  own  "Pharmacy  Laws,"  and  Mr.  W.  Dodd's  "Guide  to 
the  Pliarmaceutical  Preliminary  Examination."  The  success 
of  every  one  of  these  books  long  ago  suggested  that  another 
volume  dealing  with  recipes  would  meet  the  favour  of  the 
tiadc;  but  this  has  been  exactly  one  of  those  pieces  of  work 
to  which  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
favourite  maxim,  Fcstuui  Icntc,  most  fitly  applies.  The 
basis  of  the  work  was  the  mine  from  which  so  many  authors 
of  "  receipt  books"  have  drawn  without  permission  and  too 
frequently  without  acknowledgment— The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  and  its  Diaries.  It  thus  happens  that  in  the 
preface  to  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas '' the  following  para- 
graph occurs  : — 

One  feature  of  the  book  is  that  the  contents  are  in  a  great 
measure  based  upon  requests  from  more  than  a  generation  of 
pharmacists  for  assistance  in  supplying  articles  for  which 
they  could  discover  no  recognised  fortnula.    Thus  it  is  that 
the  correspondence  columns  of  such  a  journal  as  Tiuj 
CHEMI8T  AXD  DRUGGIST  are  a  fair  index  to  the  everyday 
\  wants  of  the  trade,  and  the  best  of  the  replies  in  fifty  volumes 
:  have  been  concentrated  into  the  book.    The  information  so 
■  collated  has  been  as  far  as  possible  checked  by  experiment 
;  and  references  to  the  original  sources,  and  supplemented  by 
private  formulas  which  have  been  abundantly  proved  iii 
practice. 

Our  endeavour  has  been  to  make  the  book  perfectly 
modern.  It  is  astonishing  how  many  recipes  are  tradi- 
tional ;  their  origin  is  unknown,  and  their  uses  have  been  , 
forgotten,  yet  they  linger  on  in  black  and  white,  and  we  all 
in  our  salad  days  have  copied  them  in  our  own  special  book. 
We  have  tried  to  cut  that  sort  of  thing  down  to  a  minimum 
in  "Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  The  book  is  of  the  same 
size  page  as  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing,"  but  the  formulas  are 
arranged  two  columns  to  the  page,  and  as  it  extends  to 
nearly  700  pages  the  contents  may  be  reckoned  as  from  .'ix 
to  eight  times  more  than  "The  Art  of  Dispensing."  Owiii;; 
to  the  thickness  of  the  book,  and  our  anticipation  that  it 
will  be  frequently  used,  it  is  bound  in  black  morocio  leathei- 
so  as  to  give  it  strength.  The  contents  are  divided  into 
eleven  chapters,  which  are  arranged  in  the  following 
order  :— 

_  Fird^  "  Toilet  Preparations  and  Specialities,"  exLauding  lo 
sixty  pages.    Here  are  gathered  together  a'l  kinds  of  lotioiif. 
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iellies,  creams,  salves,  powders,  and  so  on,  which  are  used  for  t)ie 
oomplexion,  for  tlie  hands  and  feet,  either  for  the  preservation  of 
tlie  natural  functions  of  the  skin  or  for  remedying  disordei's 
thereof  which  are  brought  about  by  summer's  lieat,  winter's  cold, 
or  by  neglect  of  hygienic  conditions.  An  endeavour  is  made  in 
this,  as  in  all  chapters,  to  explain  the  rationale  of  various  prepa- 
rations, and  to  indicate  how  the  articles  should  be  put  up,  as  well 
as  how  they  should  be  used  and  when. 

Sccoiid,  in  "  Preparations  for  the  Hair,"  we  have  fifty-two 
pages  of  formulas  for  hair-dressings  (pomades,  oils,  and  creams), 
liair  lotions,  washes,  and  spirits,  dandruff-cures,  cosmetiques  and 
fixateurs,  hair  restorers  and  dyes,  and  shampooing-preparations, 
the  chapter  concluding  with  "  hints  on  putting  up  specialities." 

Third. — "Dental  Preparations"  is  a  chapter  extending  to 
thirty-six  pages,  and,  apart  fi-om  tooth  powders,  pastes,  and 
liquids,  it  includes  formulas  for  mouth  washes,  soi\ps,  dental 
amalgams  and  stoppings,  and  toothaclie-remedies.  It  is  packed 
full  of  good  things  which  chemists  and  druggists  can  turn  to  profit 
throughout  the  whole  year. 

Fourth. — "Perfumes  "  take  uj)  fifty-six  pages.  The  treatise  of 
our  1895  Diary  was  selected  from  this  chapter.  First  in  it  are 
all  kinds  of  handkerchief-perfumes ;  several  pages  on  synthetic 
perfumes,  their  preparation  and  use  ;  perfumed  waters,  sachets 
and  solid  perfumes,  and  fumigating-j^erfumes.  There  are  pub- 
lished books  on  perfumery  at  half-a-guinea  which  contain  no  more 
Xiraotical  information  than  this  chapter  does. 

Fifth. — A  chapter  devoted  to  "Beverages."  Here  we  have 
formulas  for  effervescing  powders  and  granules,  directions  for  the 
preparation  of  fruit  and  soluble  essences  and  syrups,  descriptions 
of  the  apparatus  and  processes  for  manufacturing  aerated  beverages, 
formulas  for  compounding  wine  essences,  and  for  manufacturing 
wines  (including  medicated  wines).  The  chai^er  extends  to  fifty- 
six  pages. 

Sixth. — "Household  and  Domestic  Requisites"  is  one  of  the 
longest  and  most  varied  chapters  in  the  book.  There  are  eighty- 
eight  pages  in  it.  It  begins  with  sauces  and  similar  condiments, 
and  includes  such  things  as  baking-powders,  soap-powders,  clean- 
ing-materials, boot-polishes,  furniture  creams,  oils,  and  pastes, 
and  many  other  classes  of  preparations  which  pertain  in  some 
measure  to  the  art  of  compounding,  which,  therefore,  chemists 
and  druggists  can  make  ;  and,  as  housewives  want  them,  there  is 
much  latent  business  in  the  chapter. 

Seventh. — "  Writing-materials  "  is  a  section  which  comprehends 
the  theory  and  practice  of  ink-making.  It  deals  with  all  kinds  of 
inks — writing,  copying,  marking,  metallic,  evanescent,  sympa- 
thetic, 'graph,  itc. — and,  of  course,  all  about  the  'graph.  There  are 
thirty-two  pages  in  the  chapter. 

Eiijhth. — In  "Varnishes,  Polishes,  and  Stains,"  a  chapter 
extending  to  thirty  pages,  many  recipes  for  these  particular  com- 
pounds are  given,  and  an  endeavour  is  made  to  present  to  the 
chemist  a  general  account  of  the  processes  for  manufacturing  oil- 
varnishes  as  well  as  spirit-varnishes  and  polishes. 

Ninth. — In  ten  pages  some  scores  of  formulas  for  "  Lozenges  " 
are  given,  witli  particulars  as  to  the  manufacture  of  boilings,  dry 
lozenges,  and  gum  and  gelatine  goods. 

Tenth. — "  Miscellaneous  Preparations  "  includes  everything 
which  does  not  fall  into  the  preceding  chapters  or  the  final  one. 
In  it  are  such  things  as  agricultural  and  horticultural  prepara- 
tions, beetle  and  rat  poisons,  carboy-colours,  pick  me-ui^s, 
sheep-dips,  poultry  specialities,  pliotographic  formulas,  and 
table-jellies.  It  is  a  very  mixed  cliapter  but  is  none  the  less 
valuable,  and  extends  to  twenty-seven  pages. 

Tenth. — "  Galenical  and  IMedicinal  Preparations  "  is  the  last 
chapter.  It  begins  on  page  440  and  ends  on  page  635,  so  that 
there  are  nearly  200  pages  in  it — a  book  by  itself.  We  think  that 
this  chapter  will  be  appreciated  by  all  classes  of  pharmacists.  It 
contains  nearly  everything  unofficial  that  is  used  in  medicine,  and 
the  more  frequently-required  of  foreign  pharmacopceial  prepara- 
tions. Besides,  there  are  hundreds  of  formulas  for  medicinal 
specialities  for  retail  and  prescription.  It  is,  in  short,  an  ampli- 
fied "  Dispenser's  Formulary,"  and,  as  far  as  we  know,  in  no  book 
of  the  size  previously  published  in  this  country  has  modern 
unofficial  medicine  been  so  fully  epitomised  as  in  this  chapter. 

The  book  concludes  with  an  exhaustive  but  compact  index 
containing  over  4,000  references,  which  is  about  the  number 
of  formula.?  in  the  book,  but  we  have  not  really  counted  the 
latter.  The  book  inclines  to  be  "shoppy" — it  is  "shoppy,'  in 
fact ;  for  as  we  hope  that  sooner  or  later  a  copy  of  it  will  be 
found  in  every  "  druggist's  shop"  or  pharmacy,  it  is  essential 
that  it  should  echo  its  environment,  and  supply  the  chemist 
and  druggist  with  what  he  cannot  find  in  his  Pharmacopeia. 
The  published  price  is  7s.  6d.  net.  It  can  be  obtained 
through  any  of  the'  wholesale  or  sundries  houses  at  that 
price,  or  may  be  obtained  direct  from  our  office  at  8.^.  post 
free. 


TRADE    WITH    THE  COLONIES. 

Teadb  follows  the  flag.   There  is  no  better  evidence  of  tint' 
than  the  returns  which  come  to  us  from  Australasia  of 
business  which  is  done  between  our  colonies  there  and  tibe' 
mother- country.    Even  before  the  wave  of  patriotism  which 
passed  over  us  last  year,  there  had  been  recorded  figures  iof 
1896  business  which  show  to  home-merchantti  how  impor- 
tant to  them  are  the  colonial  markets.    We  have  before  -i.? 
the  recently  collated  figures  for  1896,  and  on  coinparing 
them  with  those  for  1895  we  find  remarkable  increases  all  ■ 
round.    New  South  Wales  stands  at  the  head   of  theiC 
colonies  in  productive  an<l  consuming  pov.er.    The  lollov/ing 
figures  refer  solely  to  British  trade  :— In  1896  Nov/ Sout'i  ■ 
Wales  bought  from  us  20,561,510^.  of  goods,  which  was  ■ 
almost  five  millions  more  than  in   1895.    vVmoDgsfc  the 
purchases  were  drugs  and  chemicals  valued  at  210,770/.< 
and  oils  valued  at  198,000/.    We  bought  farin-prodnce,  &c., 
from  New  South  Wales  to  the  value  of  23,010,349^.  in  1896  :/ 
and  the  comparison  with  previous  years  indicates  that 
may  soon  be  selling  the  colony  more  than  she  sends  to  ns 
Victoria,  the  next  colony  in  trading-importance,  bought: 
14,554,837/'.  worth  of  goods  and  sold  us  aboat  the  same,  the 
imports  to  the  colony  being  two  milliona  in  advance  of  1895, 
and  the  exports  about  half  a  million  less.    The  impci-s 
included  99,018/.  of  drugs  and  chemicals  and  210,538L  if 
oils   and  other  heavy  goods.    The  mining-indnstries  ff 
Western  Australia  almost]  doubled  the  i}nports  in  1896, 
when  they  figured  at  nearly  six  and  a  half  milliony  coinpaiti^. 
with  three  and  a  third  in  1895.    South  Australia  bought 
7,164,770/.    of  goods  from  us;    Queensland,    5,433,271Z.  ;• 
New    Zealand,    7,137,320/.  ;    and  Tasmanja,    1,192,4102. ; 
the    increases    in    these  cases  varying   fioia  l,50O,00Ci. 
to    100,000/.     The    drug,    chemical,    anil    oil  puichasccs. 
of    these     colonies    are    near    2,000,000/.    per  annaim.-. 
We   mention   these  facts  in  view  of  the  Colonial  Issue' 
which  we  shall  circulate  next  week  to  the  Australasiani 
colonies  in  common  v^ith  South  Africa,  India,  China,  Japan,, 
and  other  important  business  centres  in  the  East,  all  f£ 
which  are  looking  more  and  more  to  this  little  isle  on  the 
sea  for  business.    No  manufacturer  or  merchant  at  home-, 
who  has  druggists'  goods,  chemicals,  oils,  and  drysalteries  to- 
sell  should  fail  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  getting  iiit  o 
touch  with  tliese  distant  and  rich  markets,  and  -we  know  f  t 
no  better  method  of  doing  it  in  printers'  ink  than  ,oy  iiQi 
advertisement  in  the  Colonial  Number  of  this  jourLal. 


WAR  AND  TRADE  PROSPE'.CTS. 
What  is  the  probable  effect  of  war  on  houe  and  fortiga' 
trade  ?  '•  Prices  will  go  up,"  makes  the  easiest  reply ;  fc.nt 
it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  produce-iaarkets  have  lO- 
far  been  little  affected  by  the  belligerent  attitudes  of  Spain 
and  the  United  States.  Affected,  that  is,  as  regards  iipwaf  l 
movements  in,  prices.  Wheat  is  practically  the  only  article' 
which  has  been  visibly  affected  in  that  way ;  nearly  eveiy- 
thiug  else  has  been  at  a  standstill,  and  for  the  moment  thes^- 
is  no  'Sign  of  abnormal  activity.  For  actual  st.-ignaticn  <-i^ 
trade  in  first  hands  there  is  nothing  so  effectual  a,y  Tamcju^ 
of  war,  which  are  positively  worse  from  a  commercial  pcicfr 
of  view  than  war  itself.  War  is  costly,  waetei'nJ,  ruincri'^ ; 
but  it  unquestionably  makes  business  huti — rreatos  a  legiti- 
mate demand  for  some  articles,  and  a  speculative  one  :cr 
others.  It  acts  on  the  body  commercial  like  alcohol  on  t>.* 
body  physical.  Quinine  is  the  recognised  waj-chemics.l; 
During  theipast  seven  days  the  alkaloid  hat;  been  grc"«ixij 
steadily  stronger.  Second-hand  sellers  have  got  luanlilac- 
turer.s'  prices  and  the  market  closes'firm.  The  impression  33 
that  the  prospect  of  war  warrants  tlie  second-hand  ac'tivity. 

C 


672 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  23,  1898 


That  quinine  will  hs  dearer  is  alniost  certain,  but  whether  it 
will  be  much  dearer  depends  cn  the  course  the  war  takes. 
If  United  States  troops  are  landed  in  Cuba  they  will  require 
enormous  supplies  of  quinine.  General  Weyler  has  told  us 
that  fever  will  kill  half  of  the  I'nited  States  men,  and  he 
will  be  responsible  for  the  rest.  Quinine  is  a  fair 
esiample  of  many  articles,  unconnected  or  connected 
directly  with  Spain  and  ths  United  States,  which 
are  pretty  sure  to  go  higher  in  war.  Assuming  that 
war  takes  place,  and  Cuba  is  the  centre  of  it,  not 
many  Spanish  commodities  which  druggists  are  interested  in 
will  be  affected.  Saffron  is  the  most  important.  But  there 
are  many  United  States  product.?  which  already  show  signs 
of  rising.  Cascara  sagrada  and  peppermint  oil  are  amongst 
the  heaviest  of  them,  and  tliey  are  being  quietly  bought  up  ■ 
at  good  values.  Californian  honey,  senega,  serpentary, 
podophyllum,  and  other  American  roots,  as  well  as  many 
South  American  drugs  which  we  get  rid  New  York,  will  be 
in  .'shorter  supply  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  if  the 
United  States  makes  an  army  of  the  poor  labourers 
who  devote  their  lives  zo  the  collection  and  di.stri- 
'liution  of  such  articles.  Immediate  scarcity  is  not 
•anticipated,  because  the  carrying-trade  between  the 
United  States  and  Europe  is  chiefly  by  British  vessels,  and 
'it  ir,  felt  that  our  Government  will  secure  the  freedom  of  the 
British  Hag.  even  although  Spain  and  the  United  States  are 
;not  parties  to  the  international  agreement  which  protects 
the  vessels  of  non-belligerent  nations.  Both  the  United 
States  and  Spain  are  bound  to  be  customers  of  this  country 
•for  what  maybe  called  emergency-goods.  The  former  has 
a  vastly  greater  manufacturing-capacity  than  it  had  in  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War,  so  that  no  conclusive  inference  can 
be  drawn  from  the  experience  ci  that  epoch.  Then  both  of 
the  combatants  were  immense  buyers,  and  not  a  little  pro- 
portion of  the  purchases  7<as  sunk  in  the  sea  in  the  en- 
deavour to  get  them  into  Charleston.  Speculators  lost 
their  money,  but  producers  reaped  profit  all  the  same. 
Surgical-instruments,  lint,  and  antiseptic  dressings  are 
swiong  the  leading  sundries  which  will  be  in  demand  as 
Boon  as  war  commence.?,  and  English  manufacturers  will 
share  in  the  orders.  Chlorcfor!rt,  morphia,  portable  foods, 
and  other  articles  which  can  be  readily  thought  of  will  come 
into  exceptional  demand,  and  both  sides  will  require  them. 
It  is  not  pleasant  to  think  that  we  are  to  benefit  by  the  cruel 
struggle  which  seems  boun?.  to  result,  but  it  is  at  least  better 
..than  suffering  by  it. 


OUR    E  F.  BEVIEW 
3s.  6d.  PEE  DOZEN. 

We  have  had  a  large  number  of  orders  for  the  reprint 

-  of  our  "  Review  of  the  British  Pharmacopceia,  1898," 
which  we  recommended  la-'.t  week  for  distribution  to 
local  medical  men.  It  make?  a  pretty  little  pamphlet 
of  sixty  pages,  is  printed  on  superior  paper,  and 
etitched  ic  a  tinted  cover.  But  the  price  at  which 
we  offered  it  last  week  (2s.  Qd.  per  dozen,  post-free) 
tarns  out  to  be  unremimerative.  Future  orders  for  the 
pamphlet  can  only  be  taken  at  Ss.  6d.  per  dozen,  post-free, 
and  these  will  only  be  accepted  from  subscribers. 

Ths  E.P.  8s.  net. 
Wc  are  booking  orders  for  the  British  Pharmacopreia  at 
'■  8s.  net  (post-free  and  with  a  copy  of  our  Review  pamphlet  in- 
cluded).   These  orders,  too,  will  only  be  accepted  from  sub- 
scribers.   On  receipt  cf  order  and  remittance  a  postcard 
•  acknowledgment  will  be  sent,  and  the  book  will  be  forwarded 

-  as  soon  as  it  is  available,  which  will  be,  we  expect,  in  the 
.first  week  of  May. 


Interleaved  Copies,  13s. 
We  have  been  asked  in  a  few  cases  if  we  can  supply  inter- 
leaved copies.  We  can,  at  5v.  per  copy  extra.  It  must  be 
understood  that  the  supply  of  these  may  be  a  few  days  later 
than  of  the  ordinary  copies,  as  they  will  have  to  be  specially 
bound. 

The  prices  quoted  are  contingent  on  the  Pharmacopccia 
being  published  at  10.^.  6d.  If  more  or  less,  a  corresponding 
addition  or  deduction  will  be  made. 

A   RECORD  BROKEN. 

This  week  we  break  a  record.  Our  coloured  Supplement 
is  going  to,  the  entire  trade  in  the  British  Isles,  and  adver- 
tisers are  so  appreciative  of  the  value  of  this  circulatir)n  and 
the  influence  of  the  C.  D.  that  250  of  them  have  inserted 
advertisements  in  the  Supplement,  which  breaks  our  last 
record  by  ten — so  our  publisher  informs  us.  Amoogst  the 
advertisemerits  are  103  from  persons  who  want  situations; 
they  are  not  all  qualified  men,  but  we  hope  they  will  .soon  be 
"suited."  We  think  there  can  be  no  better  evidence  of  the 
popularity  of  this  journal  than  the  fact  that  it  is  used  by  all 
classes  of  the  trade  as  an  advertising-medium.  The  assistant 
with  his  shilling  announcement  to  the  world-famed  house 
who  wishes ;  distribute  a  monograph  or  price-list,  and  all 
grades  between,  use  it,  and  that  successfully. 

NEW  REIVIEDIES. 

A  striking  proof  of  the  increase  in  new  medicines  is  pre- 
sented to  us  in  the  annual  report  for  1897  which  has  just 
been  issued  by  Mr.  E.  Merck,  of  Darmstadt,  and  16  Jewry 
Street,  E.G.  It  extends  to  175  pages,  of  which  142  are  solely 
devoted  to  remedies  introduced  in  1897,  or  within  recent 
years,  and  of  which  new  information  became  available  last 
year.  The  information  given  in  the  report  is  comprehensive, 
ns  it  contains  not  only  concise  particulars  of  the  chemistry 
or  natural  history  of  drugs,  but  notes  on  the  pharmacy 
thereof  and  their  therapeutic  uses.  The  report  is  not  con- 
fined to  synthetic  remedies,  but  treats  of  all  medicines — 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral — as  well  as  new  galenical 
preparations.  The  first  part  of  the  report  deals  with  pilo- 
carpidine.  In  the  latter  part  are  an  index  of  disease^,  &c.. 
and  a  novel  table  showing  the  approximate  prices  of  new 
remedies.  The  prices  are  classified  into  seven  series  under 
comparatively  well-known  substances  which  make  the  stan- 
dards of  prices — e.g.,  physostigmine  sulphate.  alTopine  sul- 
phate, quinine  hydrochloride,  and  potassium  iodide.  Merck's 
report  may  be  taken  as  one  upon  serious  a^  opposed  to 
trivial  new  remedies.  The  trivial  is  the  wider  class  to  be 
reckoned  with  by  the  chemist  and  druggist ;  they  are  the 
things  which  come  and  go  like  flowers  for  bonnets.  These 
and  all  others  are  admirably  summarised  in  a  list  (V'er- 
zfh-Jn'iss)  just  issued  by  Messrs.  Gehe  &  Co.,  Dresden,  which 
devotes,  on  an  average,  single  lines  to  the  articles.  The 
same  thing  is  done  much  more  fully  in  Merck's  "  Index," 
which  we  have  been  using  during  the  past  six  months  with 
satisfaction. 

EVOLUTION   IN  THE  WEST. 

It  is  strange  how  American  "  packers,"  as  colossal 
butchers  are  called  in  the  United  State?,  have  taken 
advantage  of  science  to  farther  their  wealth.  When 
"  butchering "  became  centralised  in  Chicago  and  Omaha 
there  was  little  thought  of  doing  aught  else  than  getting  the 
cattle  into  the  cities  alive  and  sending  them  out  dead  as 
quickly  as  possible.  The  profit  was  on  the  dead  meat.  But 
during  the  past  ten  years  this  profit  has  been  dwindling  down 
to  a  small  margin,  and  as  it  decreased  the  packers  became 
alive  to  the  importance  of  waste  material.  Glue,  pepsin,  and 
manures  were  soon  saved  from  refuse  heaps ;  extract  of  meat 
followed,  and  more  recently  Armour  has  placed  a  soap  on  the 
market,  and  the  Cudahey  Packicg  Company  have  commenced 
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to  distil  pure  glycerine.  We  presume  that  these  things  are 
made  from  fats  which  cannot  be  made  edible. 

THE  HELFENBERG  ANNUAL. 

The  volume  for  1897  comes  to  us  as  we  go  to  press.  It  is 
a  continuation  by  Dr.  Karl  Dieterich  of  the  reports  started 
by  his  father,  Hofrath  Eagen  Dieterich.  The  present  volume 
extends  to  over  400  pages,  and  is  the;  largest  of  the  series. 
The  first  part  is  devoted  to  drugs  and  crude  products.  In 
this  we  find  reports  on  egg  albumen,  aloes  (Cape),  the 
characters  of  resins,  copaiba  and  Peruvian  balsams  (includ- 
ing the  rationale  of  their  tests),  and  Siam,  Sumatra,  Penang, 
and  Palembang  benzoins,  as  well  as  other  products,  upon  each 
of  which  is  printed  a  complete  report  of  chemical  investiga- 
tions. Dr.  Dieterich's  work  on  kola  is  also  dealt  with,  and 
there  is  a  monograph  on  wax  which  has  not  been  previously 
published.  Investigators  will  find  all  these  papers  of  value. 
The  second  part  of  the  annual  is  devoted  to  laboratory- notes 
on  various  drugs,  chemicals,  and  galenical  preparations.  We 
hope  to  quote  some  of  the  more  interesting  factors  in  an 
early  issue. 

QUININE  IN  SMYRNA. 

Among  the  pharmaceutical  products  impfirted  into  Smyrna, 
sulphate  of  quinine  occupies  an  important  position.  Although 
the  country  round  about  is  not  exactly  malarial,  the  formation 
of  stagnant  water  and  canalisation  defects  render  the  employ- 
ment of  quinine  indispensable.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Smyrna 
Imports  annually  about  15,000  kilos,  of  quinine  (525,000  oz.). 
The  brands  which  have  the  largest  sale  in  Smyrna  are  those 
of  the  Societe  du  Traitement  des  Quinquinas  (formerly 
l^elletierandCaventou),Poulenc  Frcres,  Dubosc,  and  Howards. 
Then  follow  the  Italian  and  German  houses,  and  among  the 
latter  E.  Merck's  brand  is  much  appreciated.  The  Hygienic 
Commission  decided  some  time  ago  upon  the  interdiction 
of  quinine  into  the  Ottoman  Empire  not  answering  to  the 
tests  of  the  French  Codex,  wheraupon  the  Italian  and  German 
manufacturers  added  to  their  labels  on  the  bottles  the  words 
"Repondant  au  Codex  frauijais,"  and  this  his  led  to  a  dis- 
placement of  French  quinine  to  some  extent.  The  average 
price  of  good  French  brands  in  Smyrna  at  the  present  time 
is  6f.  to  lOf.  per  kilo,  above  the  price  of  German  and  Italian 
brands,  and  whereas  the  French  ask  9f.  per  kilo,  extra  for 
bottles  of  30  grammes,  their  oompstitors  are  content  with  5f. 
per  kilo.  The  Italian  and  German  houses  have  succeeded 
by  an  important  diminution  in  price  in  supplanting  their 
French  rivals  who  formerly  supplied  three-quarters  of  the 
annual  imports.  At  one  time  qinnine  was  sold  in  Smyrna  at 
from  800c.  to  900f.  per  kilo.,  but  through  stress  of  competition, 
the  price  has  now  fallen  to  50f.  to  55f.  per  kilo.,  and  in  spite 
of  the  desire  of  druggists  to  show  a  preference  for  French 
quinine,  circumstances  have  compelled  them  to  take  up  the 
cheaper  makes. 


flDarriaace, 


Dgugall— Macaetiiue.— At  the  Cockburn  Hotel,  Glas- 
gow, on  April  13,  by  the  Rev.  John  Baird,  B.D.,  Helensburgh, 
assisted  by  the  Rev.  William  Todd,  M.A.,  Aucliterarder, 
William  Braidwood  Dougall,  cliemist  and  druggist,  Auch- 
terarder,  elder  son  of  the  late  Rev.  William  Dougall, 
Stonehaven,  to  Joan,  third  daughter  of  John  Macarthur, 
Dunrobin,  Helensburgh."- 

•Gallow.\t— Smith— On  April  19,  at  Hornsey  Road 
Wesleyan  Chapel,  by  Rev  Tho  uas  Evans,  assistsd  by  Rev. 
Robert  Spears,  Percy  C.  Gdloway,  younger  son  of  the  late 
Charles  Henry  Galloway,  of  TolUngton  Park,  N.,  to  Jeanie 
Smith,  niece  of  Mr.  Edward  Crawshaw,  aniline-dye  manu- 
facturer, also  of  Tollington  Park,  N. 


Stamp— Wood.— At  St.  John's,  Brixton,  on  April  14, 
George  Reginald,  youngest  son  of  Mr.  E.  B.  Stamp,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist.  High  Street,  Hampstead,  to  Mildred  Peters, 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  B.  P.  Wood,  Hamilton  House, 
Brixton  Road,  and  Bucklersbury. 


2)eatb0. 


Bates.- -At  5  Queen's  Road,  Oldham,  on  April  13.  Mr.  Henry 
Bates,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  Aged  70.  Mr.  Bates  was 
for  a  long  time  in  business  in  George  Street,  but  retired  about 
ten  years  ago  in  favour  of  his  brother,  Mr.  Hiram  Bates. 
He  was  a  Churchman,  Conservative,  and  a  bachelor. 

Deaoetndoeff.—  At  Rostock,  on  April  7,  .Tohann  Georg 
Noel  Dragendorff,  Ph.D  ,  &c.  Aged  62  years    Dr.  Dragendortf 
is  known  to  the  pharma-  .. 
ceutical  world  as  having  ..-  "t^v, 

for  many  years  been  direc- 
tor of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Institute  at  Dorpat,  in 
Russia,  which,  while  he 
was  there,  had  the  highest 
reputation  as  a  pharma- 
ceutical training  -  college 
and  school  of  research. 
Dragendorff  was  born  in 
Rostock  on  April  20,  1P36. 
There  his  father.  Dr.  Lud- 
wig  Dragendorff,  was  a 
practising  physician.  After 
his  preliminary  education 
Dragendorff  entered  Dr. 
Wittesche's  apotheke  as  an 
apprentice  in  1853,  and 
five  years  later  qualified  as  an  apotheker.  He  t'aen  studied 
chemistry  in  the  Heidelberg  University,  which  he  left  in 
1860  to  become  assistant  to  Professor  F.  Schultze,  in  the 
chemical  laboratories  of  the  Rostock  University.  In  the 
same  year  he  graduated  as  Ph.D.,  his  thesis  being  on  the 
action  of  phosphorus  upon  some  carbonates  and  borates. 
In  1862  he  went  to  St.  Petersburg  to  take  charge  of  the 
PharmuccHthrhcn  Zc'Uschrift  J ilr  L'l/ssland,  as  editor,  and  of 
the  laboratories  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  there.  While 
acting  in  that  capacity  his  reputation  grew,  and  his  ap- 
pointment as  Professor  of  Pharmacy  and  Director  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Institute  at  Dorpat  in  1864  was  the  begin- 
ning of  thirty  years'  work  which  made  the  Dorpat  Instiiute 
famous  all  over  the  world,  for  Dragendorif's  skill  as  a 
teacher  and  discoverer  of  talent  brought  students  to  him 
from  all  quarters.  He  laboured  in  Dorpat  until  1891,  when 
the  strong  anti-German  feeling  in  Russia  compelled  his 
retirement.  Since  (hen  he  had  lived  in  his  native  town,  and 
had  devoted  his  leisure  to  a  monumental  work  on  medicinal 
plants,  of  which  at  least  one  part  has  been  published.  He 
was  best  known  to  English  pharmacists  through  his  "  Plant 
Analysis,"  a  translation  of  which,  by  his  former  pupil,  Henry 
G.  Greenish,  was  published  in  1883.  His  work  on  alkaloids 
was,  however,  that  by  which  he  is  most  eititled  to  fame. 
The  mydriatic  alkaloids  were  his  special  field,  and  his  syn- 
theses of  conine  and  atropine  are  amongst  thf  mojt  brilliant 
achievements  of  modern  chemistry.  In-  1885  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  conferred  the  third 
Hanbury  medal  upon  him.  He  had  been  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Society  since  1875.  He  was  also  an  honorary 
member  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 

Skinnee. — At  Kingston,  Ontario,  on  March  19,  Mr.  William 
Skinner,  a  partner  in  the  wholesale  drug-firm  of  Henry  & 
Co.  Aged  51.  Mr.  Skinner  was  born  at  Horncastle,  Lines, 
and  went  to  Canada  when  15  years  of  age.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  his  brother,  with  whom  he  became  a 
partner  in  1885.  Deceased  was  -ss-ell  known  throughout 
Eastern  Ontario,  over  which  portion  of  the  province  he 
travelled  representing  the  firm. 

The  nineteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  New  Zealand  Dr.ig 
Company  was  held  on  March  18,  vihea  a  dividend  of  7  per 
cent,  was  decla  ed. 
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if  be  ^ritisfj  Jfjurmacojjixia,  1S9S— 

By  David  Howaed,  F.I.C,  F.C.S. 
'pHE  chemistry  of  the  British  Pharmacopeia,  1898,  is 
certainly  a  disappointment  to  those  who  lioped  that  the 
new  revision  would  bring  our  standards  at  least  up  to  those 
of  other  countries. 

There  is  a  very  clear  distinction  between  the  galenical 
Hiid  the  chemical  portion  of  a  Pharmacopceia,  and  the 
following  remarks  must  be  taken  as  referring  solely  to  the 
chemical  treatment  of  the  work.  The  new  Pharmacopoeia 
has  one  merit — it  does  not  give  details  of  manufacture  on  a 
laboratory  scale  of  chemicals  turned  out  by  the  ton,  and 
t  hus  a  great  waste  of  room  is  avoided.  If  a  student  wishes 
10  practise  himself  in  making  citric  acid  by  the  ounce,  or 
quinine  by  the  gramme,  there  are  plenty  of  books  to  give 
him  what  information  he  requires,  and  it  is  a  distinct  gain 
r.nat  the  national  Pliarmacopcoia  is  not  burdened  by  this 
t-urplusage. 

The  gain  thus  made  is  more  than  balanced  by  a  new 
section  of  characteristic  reactions.  Now  the  book  is  written 
for  medical  men  and  pharmacists,  who  are  supposed  to  have 
at  least  a  general  knowledge  of  elementary  chemistry,  and 
not  to  require  information  that  hydrocliloric  acid  gives  a 
curdy  precipitate  with  nitrate-of-silver  solution,  or  that  iron 
in  solution  gives  a  blue  colouration  with  ferrocyanide  or 
ferricyanide  of  potassium  according  as  the  salt  is  ferric  or 
ferrous.  A  great  proportion  of  this  section  of  the  book  is  as 
c-^lementary  as  these  examples,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  do 
not  find  what  is  really  needed—  indications  of  the  degree  of 
delicacy  these  tests  are  capable  of — nor  information  on  the 
minute  details  that  must  be  observed  to  obtain  the  best 
rt'sults.  No  doubt  it  may  be  said  that  to  do  that  would 
involve  a  lengthy  treatise,  but  what  is  the  advantage  in 
giving  imperfect  information,  'which  is  not  needed 
tor  the  skilled  chemist,  and  is  not  sufficient  for  the 
unskilled  ?  It  is  hopeless  to  prescribe  tests  for  those 
who  have  not  been  trained  to  understand  and  use 
them,  and  anybody  who  is  to  be  trusted  to  apply  the 
tests  given  has  long  passed  the  stage  of  requiring  crude 
analytical  notes,  and  would  find  it  quite  sufficient  if  told  to 
tt;st  for  iron.  &c. — limits  of  accuracy  being  given,  as  in  the 
United  States  Pharmacopoeia,  when  required. 

On  turning  to  the  description  given  of  the  chemicals  con- 
tained in  the  book,  we  find  the  usual  formula  is  "gives  no 
characteristic  reaction  for  .  .  ,"  and  then  follows  a  string  of 
possible,  though  not  always  probable,  impurities,  no  distinc- 
r.ion  being  made  as  to  the  degree  in  which  they  render  the 
substance  unsuitable  for  pharmacy.  To  take  one  instance 
bismuth  salts  are  not  to  give  the  '■characteristic  reactions  " 
for  silver,  lead,  copper,  arsenic,  iron,  zinc,  calcium,  mag- 
nesium, chloride,  sulphate,  selenium,  and  tellurium,  "  when 
suitably  treated  "  !  Are  we  to  understand  that  iron,  arsenic, 
lead,  tellurium,  selenium,  and  magnesium  are  all  equally 
objectionable  ? 

Again,  calcii  carb.  must  not  contain  iron,  aluminium, 
phosphates,  and  sulphates.  No  doubt,  in  this  substance,  as 
in  others,  chemical  parity  is  attainable  if  required  and  paid 
for;  but  a  perceptible  trace  of  the  innocuous  impurities 
scheduled  does  not  render  it  totally  unusable  for  tooth- 
powder,  and  even  trochisci  bismuthi  would  not  injure  the 
patient  if  a  trace  of  iron  were  present. 

An  even  more  serious  element  of  perplexity  arises  from 
the  uncertainty  of  the  wording  "  should  yield  no  charac- 
teristic reaction.''    How  accurately  are  these  words  to  be 


construed  ?  If  it  means,  as  the  words  would  lead  one  to 
suppose,  that  the  reactions  are  to  be  so  definite  that  anyone 
of  limited  experience  would  say  with  certainty  that  it  indi- 
cated the  presence  of  the  particular  impurity,  a  great  deal 
of  impurity  may  escape  detection. 

For  instance,  if  lead  and  copper  are  both  present  in  a 
sample  of  acetate  of  potash,  there  is  surely  no  need  to 
require  that  enough  sulphide  shall  be  precipitated  to  obtain 
characteristic  reactions  of  both — a  distinct  brown  colouration 
in  acid  solution  ought  to  be  enough  to  condemn. 

The  tests  for  arsenic,  again,  are  given  in  very  general 
terms,  and  with  very  insufficient  indications  of  the  difiicul- 
ties  of  application  to  particular  cases — subnitrate  of  bismutl; 
or  tartar  emetic  would  certainly  require  some  word  of 
caution  in  the  application  of  general  tests.  On  the  other 
hand,  iron  is  difficult  to  miss  ;  and  so  a  substance  might  be- 
condemncd  as  not  of  P.B.  quality  because  of  a  trace  of 
iron,  and  another  passed  containing  a  most  undesirable 
quantity  of  poisonous  metals. 

Again,  the  expression  is  used  "  only  the  slightest  re- 
action." What  docs  this  mean — 1  per  cent.,  1  per  mille, 
or  1  per  million,  or  what  1  In  the  few  instances  in  which 
quantitative  processes  of  estimation  enable  us  to  explain  it,, 
the  meaning  seems  less  severe  than  one  would  imagine.  In 
cream  of  tartar  five  slightest  reactions  are  allowed,  and  yet 
the  total  impurity  may  reach  2^-  per  cent. 

The  whole  set  of  reactions  can  only  give  reliable  results  in 
the  hands  of  trained  analysts,  and  for  trained  analysts 
almost  the  whole  of  the  information  given  is  needless.  For 
them  it  would  be  much  sliorter  and  more  expressive  to  say 
"  shall  contain  no  poisonous  metals  and  traces  only  of  iron.'' 
It  would  have  been  far  better  to  follow  the  example  of  all 
other  Pharmaooprjoias — to  assume  that  precipitated  car- 
bonate of  calcium  is  precipitated  carbonate  of  calcium, 
and  not  carbonate  of  magnesium  or  hydrate  of  aluminium, 
and  to  consider  what  are  the  really  injurious  impurities, 
that  are  likely  to  be  present,  giving,  if  necessary,  accurate 
instructions  how  best  to  apply  the  required  tests,  giving 
details  of  the  dilution  and  of  the  solution  to  be  tested,  so 
as  to  ensure  uniformity  of  result,  and,  when  desirable,  giving 
carefully  defined  limits  of  allowable  impurity.  As  to  im- 
purities that  are  likely  to  occur  as  defects  of  manufacture, 
but  of  which  some  trace  may  be  allowable,  they  may  be 
similarly  treated  with  a  larger  margin.  It  is  most  impoi  tant 
to  draw  a  clear  distinction  between  injurious  admixtures- 
and  those  that  are  only  evidence  of  inferiority  of  manu- 
facture. 

If  we  examine  the  descriptions  of  the  substances  mentioned 
above  in  the  American  and  German  Pharmacopceias  we  find 
definite  instructions  on  the  points  requiring  special  attention. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  quote  from  them  somewhat  at 
length,  as  they  are  good  e.xamples  of  the  method  adopted  in 
these  books. 

Arzneihucli,  f.  49,  Bismutum  subnitricum  After  general 
description,  follows  : — "At  120°  it  loses  3  to  5  per  cent,  of 
its  weight,  and  cn  ignition  it  leaves,  with  evolution  of  red 
vapour,  79  to  82  of  oxide  of  bismuth  per  cent.  0  5  gm.  gives 
a  clear  solution  in  the  cold,  with  25  c.c.  diluted  sulphuric 
acid  (.-^p.  gr.  1-110)  without  evolution  of  carbonic  acid.  A 
portion  of  this  solution  treated  with  excess  of  solution  of 
ammonia  gives  a  colourless  filtrate.  A  second  portion  diluted 
with  water  and  fully  precipitated  with  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
gives  a  filtrate  that  on  evaporation  leaves  no  ponderable 
residue. 

If  1  gm.  is  heated  till  no  more  vapour  is  given  off,  and.  after 
cooling,  powdered  and  dissolved  in  3  c.c.  solution  of  stannou.9 
chloride  (the  .strength  of  which  is  given  elsewhere)  no 
colouration  ensues  within  an  hour, 

0  5  gm.  dissolved  in  5  c.c.  nitric  acid  gives  a  clear  liquid 
which,  when  0  5  c.c.  nitrate-of-silver  solution  is  added,  gives 
at  most  an  opalescence  ;  also  with  0  5  c.c.  of  a  solution  of 
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barium  nitrate  diluted  with  its  own  weight  of  water,  is  not 
altered.  Warmed  with  solution  of  soda  in  excess  the  pre- 
paration must  not  evolve  ammonia. 

The  United  States  Pharmacopoeia  gives  almost  identical 
tests,  the  mode  of  expression  being  the  same  as  above. 

The  percentage  of  oxide  given  by  the  above  Pharmaco- 
pceias  is  noteworthy.  It  is  founded  on  fact,  whereas  the 
-amount  of  sulphide  which  the  English  book  prescribes  is 
founded  on  theory  alone  and  is  unattainable  in  practice  ;  it 
corresponds  to  only  76  j  per  cent. 

To  test  tartar  emetic  the  Arzncihnch  gives  general 
characteristics  and  prescribes  the  same  test  for  arsenic  as  in 
the  case  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth.  The  United  States  gives 
/in  this  case  more  detail ;  after  general  tests  tliere  follows : — 

"  A  1-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of  tlie  salt  acidulated 
with  acetic  acid  should  not  be  affected  by  the  addition  of  a 
few  drops  of  barium  chloride  TS  (absence  of  sulphate), 
silver  nitrate  TS  (chloride),  ammonium  oxalate  TS 
(calcium),  or  potassium  ferrocyanide  TS  (iron  and  other 
■metals).  On  adding  sodium  carbonate  TS  to  crusned 
■crystals  of  the  salt,  effervescence  should  not  ensue  (absence 
of  potassium  bitartrate)." 

In  this  case  the  limitation  of  the  strength  of  the  solution  to 
n  per  cent,  gives  the  limit  of  delicacy  that  is  intended. 

In  some  instances  there  is  a  departure  from  the  usual 
formula,  and  specific  tests  are  given.  This  is  the  case  with 
citric  acid  and  tartaric  acid.  Here  the  modification  of  the 
somewhat  vague  directions  of  the  1885  Pharmacopitia,  which 
was  founded  on  the  excellent  work  of  Warington  and  others, 
and  accepted  as  bsing  a  fair  and  practicable  staodard,  is 
upset,  and  an  alteration  made  that  renders  the  test  entirely 
unreliable.  The  accepted  test  is  that  10  parts  in  20  parts 
of  water,  made  up  to  100  parts  with  a  saturated  solution  of 
hydrogen  sulphide,  shall  not  give  more  than  the  faintest 
brown  colour  in  a  cylinder  6  inches  high. 

The  new  test  x^rescribes  that  10  grammes  (a  sufficiently 
liberal  allowance)  shall  be  dissolved  in  20  c.c.  water,  neutra- 
lised with  solution  of  ammonia,  and  the  solution  made  up 
to  100  c.c.  by  addition  of  a  saturated  solution  of  hydrogen 
sulphide,  when  no  darkening  of  the  colour  shall  result  in 
five  minutes.  Of  course  if  the  exact  point  of  neutrality 
is  passed  a  discolouration  is  produced  by  iron.  This  test  is 
taken  from  the  last  German  Pharmacopceia,  with  the  im- 
portant difference  that  there  it  is  ordered  that  the  solution 
be  left  faintly  acid  when  the  sulphuretted-hydrogen  solu- 
tion is  to  be  added.  But  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  commercial 
sample  of  German  lead-free  acid  that  would  stand  it.  The 
American  Pharmaooposia  is  as  usual  clear  and  practical.  It 
prescribes  that  5  c  c.  of  a  10-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of 
the  acid  mixed  with  a  quantity  of  ammonia  insufficient  to 
■neutralise  it  completely,  and  mixed  with  a  few  cubic  centimetres 
of  hydrogen  sulphide  TS,  should  not  deposit  a  coloured  pre- 
cipitate nor  acquire  more  than  a  faintly  brownish-yellow 
tint.  A  reference  to  Warington's  admirable  work  will  show 
'how  infinitesimal  is  the  trace  of  lead  that  is  shown  even 
with  the  old  test. 

Perhaps  to  make  up  fur  the  severity  of  the  test  in  the  case 
of  citric  acid  and  tartaric  acid,  benzoic  acid,  "if  made 
synthetically,"  is  let  off  with  no  test  at  all,  except  that  it  is 
■allowed  a  different  melting  and  boilino-  point.  If  made  from 
gum  benzoin,  as  all  other  European  Pharmacopcx-ias  pre- 
scribe, there  is  a  test  given  for  cinnamic  acid,  which,  though 
present  in  some  "seconds"  gum  benjamin,  is  rarely  found 
in  commercial  benzoic  acid,  and  even  if  present  in  small 
quantity,  is  not  in  the  least  likely  to  have  an  injurious  effect 
■on  the  medicinal  action  of  the  drug. 

Is  it  quite  certain  that  the  impurities  in  synthetic  acid  are 
equally  harmless  ?    For  years  it  was  supposed  that  synthetic 


salicylic  acid  was  just  as  good  as  the  natural,  and  th  ■ 
earnest  protests  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Williams  on  this  .--ub 
ject  were  regarded  as  the  fad  of  a  purist.  It  was  only  afti 
serious  injury  had  been  done  in  some  cases  that  it  was  fou  '^ii 
that  he  was  right,  and  that  impurities,  small  quantities  o 
which  had  been  so  studiously  ignored,  were  extrem^l^ 
poisonous.  It  may  prove  that  the  hasty  admission  <A 
synthetic  benzoic  acid,  with  no  guarantee  of  its  purity,  will 
have  a  like  result. 

Caffeine  is  stated  to  lose  8  49  per  cent,  of  water  at  100°.  1 
have  never  known  it  to  lose  the  last  trace  of  hydration  ai 
that  temperature. 

With  cocaine  a  limit  of  two  degrees  is  allowed  in  ih. 
melting-point,  which  is  given  as  96''  to  98^.  The  latter  i 
accurate,  and  a  ^■ariation  of  more  than  one  degree  may  indi- 
cate dangerous  impurities. 

Sodii  bicarb.,  if  pure,  will  not  pass  the  test  given :  "  A 
solution  of  the  salt  in  cold  water  gives  a  whitish  and  nor  a 
coloured  precipitate  with  a  solution  of  perchloride  or 
mercury."  The  old  Pharmacopoeia  said  white,  not  whitish, 
but  if  the  salt  be  pure  it  does  not  give  even  a  white  prt- 
cipitate. 

There  is  a  marked  increase  of  stringency  in  the  test  giv.-n 
for  quinine  salts.  \o  acid  is  added  to  the  solution  !■ 
boiling  water,  but  it  is  directed  to  be  cooled  slowly  to  50'  C  , 
and  filtered  at  that  temperature,  evaporated  to  small  bulk, 
and  then  treated  with  ether  and  ammonia.  The  concern la- 
tion  of  cinchonidine  in  this  test  is  much  more  complete 
than  by  the  old  process,  and  it  will  be  found  in  practice  th»c 
whereas  the  old  test  would  in  some  ca^es  pass  10  per  cem 
of  the  sulphates  of  the  less  valuable  alkaloids,  and  was  ie>s 
stringent  than  the  Ph  Ger.  II.,  the  present  test  requires  a 
degree  of  purity  about  equal  to  that  allowed  by  the  Codex 
Francais.but  has  not  the  extreme  severity  of  the  Ph.  Ger.  Ill 

It  is  prescribed  that  citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  shall 
contain  an  alkaloid  answering  the  tests  for  quinine.  1  his 
was  not  distinctly  stated  in  the  previous  book.  Among  ti.r! 
minor  alterations  is  the  formula  for  spirit,  rother.  co.  In  th.i 
previous  Pharmacopoeia  directions  were  given  to  isolat  t 
"ethereal  oil  of  wine"  by  a  process  which  involves  such 
waste  that  the  resulting  product,  if  made  from  duty-paid 
spirit,  cost  about  its  weight  in  gold.  The  new  formula  is  .i 
return  to  the  practice  of  fifty  years  ago,  and  the  mixture  oc 
ether  and  ethereal  oil  obtained  by  etherilication  at  a  hi.  i 
temperature  is,  after  removal  of  the  acidity,  mixed  directi  / 
with  more  ether  and  spirit. 

There  are  sundry  minor  alterations  which  will  require  the 
attention  of  the  trade.  A  number  of  sprcilio  gravities  aie 
slightly  altered — for  instance,  those  of  spt.  Eether.  nit ,  ■  . 
ammon.  co.,  and  Ecther.  purificatus.  In  the  case  of  the  last, 
tiie  temperature  of  the  commeacemeat  of  ebullition  s 
noted  ;  this  is  important,  as  the  presence  of  methylic  cou  - 
pounds  lowers  the  boiling-point  Oddly  enough,  hosvev  r, 
the  commencement  of  the  boiling-point  is  not  noted  in  the 
case  of  ffiiher  of  the  735  gravity,  which  is  at  least  as  likely 
to  contain  impurities  of  lower  boiling-point. 


Since  writing  the  above  I  note  that  in  your  last  issue 
you  quote  the  formula  given  by  Dr.  Hesse  for  anhydrous 
quininai  hydrochloricum  acidum.  It  is  perfectly  accurate 
lor  the  salt  dried  at  100°  C,  but  for  the  crystalline  salt 
formed  at  a  lower  temperature  the  hydration  in  the  new 
Pharmacopftiais  correct  When  crystallised  v^hh  three  atoms 
of  water  the  salt  forms  a  dry  crystalline  powder,  which, 
dried  at  100'^  C,  becomes  opaque  and  loses  its  brilliancy. 
When  the  dry  salt  is  exposed  to  air  it  rapidly  recovers 
one  atom  of  wat9r.    Commercial  samples  will  be  found  to 
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contain  from  7  to  10  per  cent,  of  water,  unless  they  are  dried 
at  100°  C.  and  kept  in  closely-stoppered  bottles,  if  the 
anhydrous  salt  is  required,  or  unless  they  are  dried  with 
special  precautions  to  obtain  the  salt  with  the  fall  hydra- 
tion. 


ibh  ITiist  Strain. 

[How  will  tlie  book  be  received  ?—C.  ,f  D.,  Ajiril  16,  page  632.] 


We  are  worried  by  customers,  worried  by  stores, 

And  worried  by  grocer  and  cutter  ; 
Though  we  grumble  and  grunt  and  write  letters  by  scores. 

And  language  unspeakable  mutter, 
It  seems  as  if  ever,  in  spite  of  endeavour, 

Our  troubles  continue  increasing  ; 
We  cut  down  our  prices,  invent  new  devices. 

But  shock  follows  shock  without  ceasing. 

The  latest  to  hand  is  a  brand-new  B.P. 

Wisdom's  halo  around  it  does  hover — 
At  least,  so  we're  told,  though  perhaps  you'll  agree 

The  halo  is  hard  to  discover ; 
For  our  reason  gives  way,  as  we  learn  with  dismay, 

That  we  know  not  a  single  unguentum, 
And  that  better  by  far  than  the  old  S.V.R. 

Is  alcohol  90  per  centum. 

There  are  changes  in  Latin  and  changes  in  style 

And  changes  in  modes  of  preparing; 
And  the  doses  and  strengths  are  so  altered  the  while 

That  to  tackle  the  tinctures  needs  daring. 
New  powders  and  pills,  new  syrup  of  squills, 

And  new  '•  Liquores  Concentrati"  ; 
And  correct  comminution,  to  help  the  confusion. 

Stirs  up  bellicose  literati. 

Now  what  do  we  want  with  new  tinctures  or  pills, 

Or  liquors,  or  ointments,  or  syrups  1 
We  want  some  suggestions  to  help  pay  our  bills. 

Make  us  glad  as  the  sparrow  that  chirrups; 
While  this  book  it  but  prates  of  obscure  "  arsenates" 

And  "  No.  5  powder  of  senna." 
If  the  judgment  were  mine,  I'd  the  authors  consign 

To  the  lowermost  depths  of  Gehenna. 


§  vilis  Ij  \]  j)  arm  a  co  p  cci  a. 

By  John  C.  Umxet,  F.C.S. 


TINCTURES. 

Paet  I.— The  Peeceden-ts  foe  the  Changes,  and  theie 
EcoNOJiy  OR  Otheewise. 


ly/TR.  GROVES  correctly  prophesied  the  alteration  now 
made  in  the  alcohols,  of  the  new  British  Pharma- 
copoeia when,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  paper  on  the  subject  of 
"  Tincture  of  Cinchona,"  read  by  Messrs.  Parr  and  Wright  at 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  held  in  Edinburgh, 
1892,  in  opening  the  discussion,  he  stated  that  the  paper 
was  one  of  a  valuable  series  which  might  lead,  in  the  next 
Pharmacopoeia,  to  several  strengths  of  alcohol  being  intro- 
duced, the  broad  distinction  between  proof  spirit,  on  the  one 
hind,  and  rectified,  on  the  other  hand,  being  no  longer 
adhered  to. 

In  the  experiments  conducted  ty  Farr  and  Wright,  at  first 
ssparately  and  then  jointly,  the  relative  solvent  action  of 
alcohols  of  different  strengths  was  so  carefully  established 
as  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that,  in  order  to  obtain  perfect 


exhaustion  of  crude  drugs,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  ha\  o 
varying  strengths  of  spirit  of  wine.  This  had  already  been 
recognised  in  the  British  Pliaimacopaia,  1885,  in  the  case  of 
the  extraction  of  nux  vomica,  and  to  a  much  greater  extent 
in  the  Pbarmacopa'ias  of  France  (1884)  and  the  United 
States  (1890).  In  the  former  Pharmacopoeia  (French 
Codex)  varying  strengths  of  alcohol  were  used  for  the  ex- 
haustion of  drugs  and  tabulated  in  the  preface  to  the  work, 
the  strengths  for  tinctures  being  60,  80,  and  90  degrees 
(corresponding  to  the  percentage  of  absolute  alcohol  by 
volume)  ;  whilst  in  the  latter  (U.S.  Pharmacopccia)  varying 
strengths  of  alcohol  were  also  introduced  as  solvents  for 
drugs.  Only  two  alcohols  were  described  in  monograph,  the 
one  containing  94  per  cent,  by  volume,  sp  gr.  820,  and  the 
other  "dilute  alcohol"  containing  48  6  par  cent,  by  volume, 
and  having  a  sp.  gr.  of  925.  Apart  from  these,  however, 
directions  were  given  to  mix  alcohol  and  water  in  varying 
proportions,  yielding  alcohols  ranging  from  33  to  84  per  cent, 
by  volume. 

Two  strengths  of  alcohol  only  were  made  official  in  the 
German  Pharmacopoeia  III.,  1890— namely,  a  strong  spirit 
of  wine,  of  sp.  gr.  -830  to  -834,  containing  90  to  912  per 
cent,  of  absolute  alcohol  by  volume,  and  a  dilute  alcohol, 
of  sp.  gr.  -892  to  -896,  containing  from  63  to  69  per  cent,  by 
volume. 

For  convenience  of  [consideration  the  ofircial  alcohols  of 
the  four  Pharmacopceias  are  tabulated,  the  percentages  by 
volume  and  specific  gravities  being  stated  for  easy  com- 
parison. The  abandonment  in  the  New  British  Pharma- 
copccia  of  proof  spirit,  the  basis  of  all  revenue  calculations' 
appears  at  first  sight  revolutionary ;  but,  as  for  the 
accurate  determination  of  all  alcoholic  strengths,  actual 
distillation  is  resorted  to,  the  results  may  as  conveniently  be 
expressed  in  percentages  by  volume  as  degrees  proof  : — 

The  Official  Alcuhuls  of  Lifferent  I'harmacopaiias. 


German  Phannacopoeia,1890 
U.S.  Pharmacopoeia,  1890 


Description 

Per 
cent, 
by 
Volume 

Sp.  Gr. 

Alcohol  90  p.c. 

90 

■834 

„       70  „ 

70 

•890 

„      60  „ 

60 

•9135 

„       45  „ 

45 

•9436 

20  „ 

20 

•976 

Alcohol  90  deg. 

90 

•8339 

80  „ 

80 

•8638 

.60  „ 

60 

•9133 

Spiritus 

90-91-2 

•830-^834 

Spiritus  dilutus 

68-69 

•892-^396- 

Alcohol 

94 

•820 

Alcohol  dilutum 

486 

•937 

Note.— Slight  differences,  due  to  the  determination  of  physical 
coustants  at  different  temperatures,  have  been  disregarded. 

It  must  obviously,  therefore,  be  a  matter  of  interest  to 
consider  how  far  the  changes  of  alcoholic  strengths  of  the 
tinctures  of  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia  are  in  accord- 
ance with  the  precedents  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia 
and  French  Codex,  as  well  as,  of  course,  with  the  results 
obtained  by  Farr  and  Wright  in  the  case  of  the  alkaloidah 
tinctures. 

I  have  compiled  a  table  in  which  this  may  be  seen  at  a 
glance,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  some  cases 
slight  differences  in  the  compositions  of  the  tinctures  occur, 
although  not  really  material  in  those  selected  for  classifica- 
tion. The  comparison  is  made  in  percentages  by  volume,  in 
accordance  with  the  new  British  Pharmacopctia,  the  tine- 
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tures  of  the  United  States  Pharmacoposia  being  calculated 
approximately ; — 


Biit. 

U.S.  [ 

Fr. 

Gemi. 

Farr 

Phavni. 

Pharm. 

Pliann. 

Phaiui. 

and 

1898 

1890 

1884 

III. 

Wright 



.  

Aconite 



65 

60 

63 

70 

Aloes... 

HO 

48 

60 

ArnicOj 

70 

64 

68 

Asafetidtii    . . . 

in 

t  O 

94 

80 

T\  ot  ofticial, 

j-  80 

Buchu  ••• 

fin  J 

\ 

but  hc[.  Gxt. 
94 

Calumba 

60 

56 

60 

— 

— 

Cctiiipli"  CO. ... 

fin 

DO 

48 

Carmab.  ind. 

90 

94 

60 

90 

94 

80 

GO 

Capsici 

70 

84 

90 

l^tl/l  U..  C*-"*          ■  -  • 

60 

4R 

v^abcaiiii-tt-'  — 

70 

_ 

80 

Catechu 

\j\J 

48 

68 

Cliiratfifc!  ... 

AH 
Ov 

64 

CiiTiicif ugie  ... 

DU 

Qn 

tLUOUb 

n-  1 

dncliona^    . . . 

70  ^ 

with 
giyceriiie 
■ibnnt  80 

i 
f 

< 

68 

70 

diicliouas  CO. 

i 

-  i 

I 

A\nili 

glycerine 

\ 
\ 

68 

Cinnamom.  ... 

70  \ 

7S  wiHi 

\  - 

68 

— 

gly  ceruis 

^  80 

L/OCCl... 

Colchici  seni. 

Croci  

60 

48 

80 

- 

Cubebte 

Oil 

Rn 

Digitalis 

60 

48 

60 

90  (fresh) 

Grelseni. 

bU 

All 



DU 

Hydrastis 

Rn 

Hyoscyami  ... 

45 

48 

60 

50 

Jaborandi    . . . 

4-0 

RO 
OU 

SO 

KrawierisB 

Rn 

H  O 

Rn 

fiR 
Do 

Lupuli 

RA 

bO 

H-O 

jMyrrh 

on 

90 

about  6*) 

about  70 

80 

68 

wpii 

al)Out  45 

^7 

jU 

Pyrethri 

'  "NVater  aiitl 

n  -n  • 

^;Ulllal06 

DU  -< 
( 

alcoliol 
added 

I 

J 

45 

XX 

oo 

1  bU 

Rhei  CO. 

60  1 

£6  with 

1  60 

glycerine 

Scillse 

60 

'  70 

60 

68 

Senegae 

60 

:  80 

SerpentariiB 

70 

64 

Stramonii  ... 

45  ■[ 

48 

i  60 

50 

(Seeds) 

(Leaves 

Strophaiithi.. 

70 

64 

:{ 

(Oil  first 

expressed)! ) 

Sumbul 

70 

64 

Tolutana 

90 

94 

80 

Zingiberis  .. 

90 

94 

80 

68 

It  is  evident  from  these  figures  that  the  results  of  Farr 
and  Wright,  in  the  case  of  the  alkaloidal  tinctures,  have 
been  followed  as  closely  as  the  strengths  of  alcohols  made 
official  permit,  and  in  the  majority  of  the  tinctures  no 
widely  different  strengths  of  spirit  are  adopted  in  the  Phar- 
macopcjeias  cited. 

Tincture  of  asafetida  would  probably  have  been  improved 
by  a  stronger  spirit  than  70  per  cent.,  and,  moreover,  the 
required  miniaium  solubility  of  65  per  cent,  of  the  drug  in 
90-per-cent.  alcohol  is  stated. 

In  the  case  of  buchu  it  seems  probable  that  a  stronger 
spirit  would  more  effectually  remove  the  essential  oil 
{Barosina  betidiiia,  the  variety  now  alone  official,  is  very 
rich  in  diosphenol,  which  is  probably  of  considerable  medi- 
cinal importance),  as  no  quantity  of  mucilaginous  matter 
could  be  extracted  by  a  spirit  as  strong  as  60  per  cent. 

With  these  trifling  exceptions  no  objection  is  at  first  sight 


evident  to  the  solvents  selected,  except  on  what  should  have 
been  considered  important — the  score  of  ccuiiomy. 

First,  the  increase  in  strength  of  the  spiritus  rectificatua 
is  material,  as  is  also  the  substitution  of  60-per-cent.  alcohol 
for  proof  spirit  (57  per  cent  ).  Several  of  the  number  of 
tinctures  prepared  with  60-per-cent.  alcohol  could  in  all 
probability  have  been  prepared  equally  well  with  45-per- 
cent, alcohol,  and  in  two  cases,  unfortunately,  the  tincture.^ 
are  those  of  probably  the  very  greatest  consumption — viz., 
tr.  camphor,  co.  and  tr.  cardam.  co. 

The  difference  in  the  spirit-value  in  each  case  would  be 
3d.  per  lb.,  and  the  amount  sold  in  this  country  annually 
must  amount  to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  weight. 
This  must  mean  an  absolute  waste  of  a  few  thousands  of 
pounds  sterling  a  year,  a  considerable  part  of  which  could 
have  been  saved  by  the  retail  pharmacist,  upon  whom  the 
burden  will  now  almost  entirely  fall. 

It  is  true  also  that  the  diPLcrence  in  value  betv-een  60-per- 
cent.  alcohol  and  the  proof  spirit  formerly  employed  is  less 
than  Id.  per  lb.,  but,  as  changes  have  been  made,  economy 
should  have  been  considered  if  the  medicinal  vaJue  of  the 
products  was  not  impaired.  The  redaction  in  alcoholic 
strength  of  tinctures  of  arnica,  asafetida,  and  Lyoscyamus 
will  make  some  difference,  and  it  is  not  certain  that  there 
will  be  much  net  money  loss  on  the  whole  of  the  tinctures 
as  compared  with  the  1885  Pharmacopoeia. 

Possibly  with  a  view  to  economy  distilled  spt.  ammoa. 
aromat.,  which  v;as  formerly  used  as  a  solvent  for  tinctures 
of  guaiacum  and  valerian,  has  now  been  replaced  by  .t. 
mixed  solvent,  prepared  in  the  former  case  with  a  strong 
solution  of  ammonia  and  90-per-cent.  alcohol,  and  in  the 
latter  by  60-per-cent.  alcohol  and  solution  of  ammonia,  the 
oils  of  nutmeg  and  lemon  beicg  dissolved  in  these  solventa. 
Here,  however,  the  change  is  material,  and  probably  com- 
plaints will  be  frequent  of  their  pungency  as  compared  with 
the  old  tinctures  containing  a  portion  of  the  ammonia  "^i3 
carbonate. 

The  addition  of  glycerin  to  the  solvents  of  .vome  of  the 
tinctures  as  adopted  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia, . 
has  not  been  followed,  but  in  the  case  of  rhubarb  it  is  added' 
on  completion.    It  is  still  retained,  of  course,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  tincture  of  kino. 
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Theoretical.  First  Year's  Course.  7^  ■<  5.  Pp.  12,8.  Is.  Cd. 
Blaekie.) 

Chemical  Manufacturers'  Directory  of  England,  Wides,  and' 
Scotland,  with,  some  of  the  Firms  in  Ireland.    IStii  ed.    8^  a 
5|.    2s.  Qd.  (Simpkin.) 

Isenthal,  A.  W.,  and  Ward,  H.  S.  Practical  Badiccjraphy  : 
Hanilljooh  of  Applications  of  X  Rays.  Many  illus.  2iul  ccf; 
re-wr.  to  date.    8f  x  5^.    Pp.  158.    2s.  6d.  net.  (Dawbarn.) 

Monsarrat,  K.  W.  Surgical  Technics  in  Hospit.d  Practice. 
8x45.    Is.  net.    (Wright,  Bristol.) 

Physics:  an  Ele)neatai-y  Course.  Ed.  by  J.  C.  T.  Aldous. 
Illus.    SI  X  5i.    Pp.  874.    7s.  ed.  (Jlacmillan.) 

Redwood,  Utyd  I.  Lubricants,  Oils,  and  Greases,  Trcaitii 
Theoretically.  Pract.  Information  regarding  their  Composition, 
Uses,  Manufacture.  Guide  for  Manufacturers  and  Users  oi 
Lubricants.    84  x  54.    Pp.  64.    4s.  M.  (Spon.) 

Tomes,  C.  S.  Manual  of  Dental  A)ia(o)ni/,  Hur.\an  and  fiori- 
parative.  263:]Ins.  5th  ed.  8i  x  5|.  Pp.  604.;  14a.  (Cluirehiri.), 
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Meatminster  XilIl^0^om. 


The  PiiAEMACr  Bill 

stood  third  on  the  orders  for  Tuesday  evening  last,  and 
neither  of  its  predecessors  (Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scot- 
land) and  a  Post  Office  Bill)  seemed  dangerous.  Bat  there 
were  three  "  Notices  of  Motions,"  either  one  of  which  was 
good  for  an  evening— namely,  Public  Education,  Local 
Taxation,  and  Aged  Poor.  The  first  one  monoiDolised  the 
time,  and  the  Pharmacy  Bill  Committee  is  now  relegated  to 
Monday  of  next  week.  If  it  is  not  got  thr  .ugh  tlien,  Mr. 
Cross  and  Mr.  Smith  may  anticipate  a  fairly  long  rest,  for 
the  Committee  slage  of  the  Irish  Local  Government  Bill 
hegins  on  Tuesday,  and  will  monopolise  all  the  spare  time 
of  the  House  till  it  is  got  through,  which  will  not  be  soon. 
M'e  heai-  that  other  opponents  of  the  measure  may  come 
forward.  Some  of  the  Irish  M  P.'s,  we  are  told,  are  repent- 
ing their  complaisance  over  the  second  reading,  and  a  Welsh 
Kiember  is  disposed  to  have  a  look  in.  No  additional 
notices  of  amendments  have,  however,  yet  appeared  on  the 
paper. 

The  Vaccixatiox  Bill. 

The  House  of  Commons  was  heavily  lectured  on  medical 
Clatters  on  Tuesday,  when  Sir  Walter  Foster  aud  Sir  William 
I'ciestlcy  expounded  the  otiicial  views  on  vaccination,  and 
especially  blessed  the  glycerinated  lymph  which  is  to  remove 
;.ll  the  reasonable  objections  that  can  be  urged  against  the 
operation.  Lord  Grimthorpe,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  on  the 
Bill,  describes  the  proposal  of  limited  fines  as  practically  a 
licence  to  spread  smallpox. 


irraDc=*nDarf?0  appUcD  for. 


JLmjov_e  who  ohjeristo  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  must 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  zuithin  a  month  of  the  date  of  x^ublication. 

{From  the  "  Trade  Marks  Journal,"  April  13,  1898.) 

"KnvooENE";  fov  mineral  clj'es  and  dyes  not  minernl.  By  the 
Ba.disclie  Anilin  &  Soda  Fabrik,  Friesenlieimer  Laudstrasse, 
Ludv/igsliafen-oii-Ehiue,  dye-manufacturers.  210,782  and 
210,783. 

'■  CrxDEREMjA  "  ;  for  a  dye-substance  ;  in  Classes  1  and  4.  By  E 
Craw,sliaw  &  Co.,  80  Fann  Street,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.G., 
manufacturing-chemist.    212,095  and  212,096. 

'■  Imogen  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  in  manufactures,  photo- 
gra.phy,  &c.  By  Actien  Gesellscliaft  fiir  Anilin  Fabrikation, 
an  der  Trot.towcr  Briicke,  Berlin.  212,669. 

"  Nartoria"  ;  for  a  liniment  for  human  use.  By  D.  K.  Clarke, 
West  Na.pp'u.  Jurby,  Isle  of  Man,  bone-setter.  210,374. 

"  SoKAVor,  "  ;  for  medicated  soap  for  human  use.  By  Lever  Brothers 
(Limited),  Port  Sunlight,  Cheshire,  soap-manufacturers. 
210,965. 

"Ciiuri";  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in  medicine 
and  phni'niacy.  By  Chant  it  Co.,  Cross  Street,  Blanchester, 
wholesale  druggists.  212,362. 

■'•  Qi;iP0K  " ;  for  furniture-cream.  By  E.  A.  WagstafEe,  Moorland 
Koad,  Didubury,  Manchester,  analytical  chemist.  211,810. 

{From  the  ^'Trade-marks  Journal,"  Ajiril  20,  1898.) 

Combination  of  devices  (the  essential  particular),  with  wordint;, 
"  Ifelminticon  " ;  for  goods  in  Class  2.  By  Willows,  Francis, 
Butler  &  Ayscougli-Thonipson,  40  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C., 
wholesale  druggists.  207,685. 

"A  i'.RXiTE,"  and  device  of  ship  (the  essential  particular);  for  a 
pov/der  for  destroying  insects.  By  Hudson,  Vernon  it  Co., 
13  Bloomsbury  Street,  W.C.,  manufacturers.  211,725. 

"  Sor.oiD  "  ;  for  oil  goods  in  Class  3.  By  Burroughs,  Wellcome 
&  Co.,  Suov?  Hill  Buildings,  Holborn,  B.C.,  manufacturhig 
chemists.    209,263.    (By  consent.) 

Device  and  word  "  Ibis  "  (claimed  as  essential  particulars)  ;  for  a 
cure  for  tic  douloureux.  By  A.  B.  Eobinson,  Seymour  Street, 
Liverpool,  deritist.    211,498.    (By  consent.) 

Device  (the  essential  particular)  and  word  "Unicum";  for  medi- 
cated soap  for  hunum  use.    By  Lever  Bi-others  (Limited), 
■  ,    Port  Sunlight,  soap-manufacturers.    212,212.    (By  consent.J 


The  Latest  Axtipam  a  Movj:. 

Mr.  John  Hunter,  who  describes  himself  as  "  The  Square- 
dealing  Cash  Chemist,"  advertises  in  the  Carlisle  papers  that 
Munyon  will  not  let  h.m  sell  his  remedies  any  longer  at 
9s.  6d.  as  he  has  been  doing,  but  insists  on  his  charging  1.*;. 
for  them.  Our  square  dealer  pathetically  explains  that 
he  can  buy  them  for  8i.  a  dozen,  and  he  does  not  want  more 
than  1.?.  6d.  profit  on  the  dozen.  He  gets  over  the  difficulty 
by  announcing  that  he  will  give  the  dilYerencc  between 
9s.  6d.  and  12s.  to  the  Cumberland  Infirmary.  Who  said 
gammon  1 

Is  IT  A  LOTTKBY  1 

A  Nottingham  firm  are  advertising  that  they  will  give 
away  free  samples  of  their  headache-powders ;  and  in  order 
to  induce  people  to  ask  for  them  they  arc  patting  postal 
orders  and  postage  stamps  in  a  few  of  the  packets.  If  you 
will  cut  out  a  coupon  and  take  it  to  a  chemist  you  are  to 
have  a  sample  of  the  powder,  and  you  may  get  a  shilling  or 
more  or  less  in  addition.  A  Nottingham  correspondent  asks 
us  if  this  is  not  a  lottery  We  should  think  not.  The 
essence  of  a  lottery  is  that  those  taking  chances  must  risk 
something. 

*  *  *t  T,"- 

The  diagram  annexed  reaches  us  from  Australia.  It 
appears  oii  the  back  of  the  business  card  of  Messrs.  W.  S. 


 I  L. 

MARKET  STREET 


Park  &  Son,  chemists,  156  Pitt  Street,  Sydney.  The  map  is 
in  black,  the  archer,  the  arrow,  and  the  words  "  Park'.s  Phar- 
macy "  in  red. 

*  *  *  * 

Second  Natuee. — -The  druggist's  tendency  to  substitute 
something  "  just  as  good has  become  a  favourite  joke  in 
America.    The  latest  illustration  is  given  thus  : — 

"  Customer  (in  book-store) :  I  want  to  look  at  some 
Bibles. 

"  Clerk  (formerly  with  druggist):  We're  just  out  of  'em. 
(Abstractedly.)  We  have  something  just  as  good,  though." 
— iV.  1".  Journal. 


Baby  Advertisements  ake  Always  Populae. 

Peacock's  Ovaline  Soap  Company  (Limited),  of  High 
Holborn,  have  produced  a  showcard  in  fourteen  colours,  the 
design  of  which  is  reproduced  in  their  advertisement.  It 
represents  a  mother  holding  her  naked  baby  over  a  bath, 
and  instead  of  the  usual  hydrophobic  demonstration  witli 
which  mothers  of  past  days  ha\e  been  familiar,  this  par- 
ticular cherub  is  going  into  the  water  with  a  sndling  face, 
the  amiability  being  presumably  induced  by  the  cake  of 
ovaline  soap  which  the  infant  clutches.  The  showcard 
in  a  gold  frame  will  be  given  to  purchasers  of  U.  worth  of 
the  soap. 

"  Phaemacel'tical  Formulas"  contains  thousands  of 
useful  recipes  for  the  drug-trade.  It  is  modern  and  up  to 
date.  Price  7.?.  %d.,  or  post  free  85.,  from  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C» 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  sheuld  he  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
«,re  irwariahly  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  hulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges.  For 

J'uUer  parti  cuhivs  see  the  article  "Lowest  Trade  Terms  "  in  The 

CJhemist  and  Deuggist,  March  19,  1898,  p.  473. 


42  CAKTlfON  STBEET.  E.G.,  April  21. 

SELLERS  are  not  complaining  so  badly  of  business  this 
week  as  they  were  last,  but  there  is  no  question  that  the 
■war  rumours  have  kept  off  trade.  To-day  there  has  been  a 
better  demand  for  quinine  and  ipecacuanha,  which  need 
•close  watching.  Owing  to  pressure  on  our  space  we  must 
let  tke  subjoined  tabular  statement  of  changes  summarise 
the  situation,  as  each  of  the  articles  mentioned  is  treated 
fully  in  what  follows  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Copper  sulphate 
Ginger 
Ipecacuanha 
Oil,  castor 
Oil,  linseed 
Quinine  (2nd  hand) 
Shellac 
Sugar  of  lead 

Alcohol 
Colocyntli 
Gentian 
Honey  (Cal.) 
Oil,  cassia 
Oil,  Orange 
Opium 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Arsenic 

Benzols 

Camphor  (crude) 
Caustic  soda 
Cream  of  tartar 
Isinglass 
Oil,  star-anise 
Tragacantli 

CABLEGRAMS. 

Besgen,  April  21,  12.10  p.m.  The  Lofoten  fishing  is 
iBow  closing.  The  reports  from  Finmarken  show  that  the 
'fishing  there,  so  far,  is  bad.  The  total  catch  in  all  districts 
to  date  is  27  681  000,  compared  with  45,252.000  last  year, 
and  the  jield  of  oil  17,890  barrels,  against  25,716  at  the 
isarae  time  in  1897.  The  market  is  quiet  at  my  last  quota- 
tion— 82s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  non-congealing  medicinal 
•oii. 

Hamburg,  April  21,  12.13  a.m. — Quinine  has  assumed  a 
firmer  tone,  but  is  not  quotably  higher.     Wormseed  has 
■advanced  to  45m.  per  100  kilos.    Sarsaparilla  is  also  higher. 
*  *  *  * 

New  York,  April  21,  1.50  p.m.  :— The  drug-market  here 
shows  little  excitement,  but  all  staples  are  firmly  held. 
Mexican  sarsaparilla  is  in  small  supply,  and  the  lowest 
•quotation  obtainable  is  6,|c.  per  lb.  American  bleached 
beeswaK  is  quoted  at  30c.  to  32c.,  gum  chicle  at  20c.  to  21c. 
;|ier  lb.,  and  HGH  American  oil  .if  peppermint  at  116c. 
Balsam  Peru  is  a  scarce  article,  at  86c.  to  87c.  per  lb. 
'Opium  has  advanced  to  ,^3'25  per  lb.  Newfoundland  cod- 
liver  oil  is  firm,  at  60c.  per  gal.,  and  petroleum  at  ^5.70  per 
haxvel. 


On  Wednesday,  at  the  London  Commercial  Sale  Rooms  a 
Rummage  Sale  commenced,  which  included  a  considerable 

amount  of  druggists'  goods  from  Crutclied 
3ale.,'**^°    Friars  warehouse.    This  was  not  attended  by 

any  people  of  importance  from  Mincing  Lane, 
who  doubtless  considered,  and  that  rightly,  that  it  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  watch  the  auctioneer's  hammer  fall  to  the 
xiods  of  bescarfed  gentlemen,  who  chiefly  purchased  the 
^sweepings  and  rejections  of  the  warehouses,  to  which  various 
pharmacopoeial  names  were,  in  violation  of  all  ethical  prin- 
ciples, attached.  Further  than  this  it  is  unnecessary  for 
ws  to  go 


Mr.  Matthew  Bell,  drug  and  general  broker,  Liverpool,  has 
printed  for  private  circulation  a  series  of  useful  equivalent 

tables,  dealing  with  oils,  turpentine,  seeds. 
Tables?*"*        equivalents,  American  and  English  gallons, 

and  HGH  oil  of  peppermint,  which  we  believe 
other  brokers  will  find  very  useful  in  their  business.  It 
gives,  for  example,  in  respect  to  HGH  oil  the  equivalent  of 
"  c.i.f.  terms  "  and  "  London  terms,"  ranging  from  5s.  to  16,?., 
c.i.f.  In  respect  of  seeds,  we  have  the  prices  of  100,  240, 
336,  416,  424,  and  448  lbs.  compared  with  the  hundred- 
weight rates J 


Tas  on 
Borax,  &c 


We  recently  referred  to  tlie  statement  made  by  the  British 
Consul  at  Venice  regarding  the  proposal  to  remove  the  tax 
from  Italian  boric  acid.  This,  however,  has 
not  been  successful,  as  on  March  18  it  was 
finally  agreed  to  tax  pure  boric  acid  at  the 
rate  of  5  liras  per  quintal  (4,s.  per  2  cwt.),  and  borax  or 
other  sodium  borates  at  the  rate  of  4  liias  ]ier  quintal.  The 
French  Chamber  on  April  4  modified  the  duty  on  boric 
acid,  so  that  the  natural  product  from  Tuscany,  containing 
15  per  cent,  or  more  of  impurity,  will  be  exempt  from  duty ; 
other  boric  acid  will  be  subject  to  a  tax  of  18f.  per  100  kilos, 
on  the  general  tarifi",  or  12f.  per  100  kilos,  on  the  minimum 
tariff. 


Senna  from 
Suakin. 


The  exports  of  Alexandrian  senna  from  Suakin  during  1897 
increased  by  115  tons,  the  total  figures  being  6,473  cwt., 
value  3,472/.,  against  3,501/.  in  1896.  Of  this 
quantity  Great  Britain  received  2,278  cwt. 
value  1.257/.,  and  Austria  the  remainder,  4,195 
cwt.,  value  2,215/.  The  prices  realised  for  senna  were  from 
7.S.  up  to  16j.  Qd.  per  cwt. — The  total  imports  into  Suakin  of 
drugs,  dyes,  and  perfumes  were  875  cwt..  value  1,035/..  against 
3,675/.  in  1896.  Great  Britain's  direct  share  of  trade 
amounted  to  only  71/.,  the  majority  of  the  drugs,  &c.,  coming 
from  British  India  and  Egyptian  ports.  The  British  Consul 
states  that  many  years  will  probably  elapse  before  the  Soudan 
is  restored  to  the  relative  degree  of  prosperity  it  enjoyed 
before  the  Mahdist  insurrection. 


The  exportation  of  Soudan  gums  from  the  port  of  Suakin 
during  1897  diminished  50  tons,  although  the  value  was 
Cum  2,500/.  greater  than  in  1896,  the  Custom  House 

Acacia.  valuation  having  averaged  ab^ut  6*'.  per  cwt. 
more  throughout  the  year.  During  January  2,55'7  camel 
loads  (average  from  500  to  550  lbs,  each)  were  brought  into 
Suakin  and  deposited  in  Government  warehouses,  where  701 
loads  had  already  been  stored.  At  that  time  a  considerable 
fluctuation  in  prices  took  place  partly  owing  to  the  uncertainty 
prevailing  as  to  the  Government's  intentions  regarding  liberty 
of  trade.  At  the  end  of  January  no  more  gum  was  allowed 
to  enter  Suakin  until  November.  Of  the  3,258  loads  (equi- 
valent to  about  800  tons),  2, 188  loads,  or  547  tons,  were  liberated 
for  export  after  a  few  weeks,  sales  being  made  at  5'20  to  ^22 
per  cantar  (47.5  to  52.?.  per  cwt.).  The  restrictions  of  the 
Government  as  regards  the  remainder  were  gradually  relaxed, 
but  as  local  business  was  brisk  and  light  stocks  in  sight  the 
market  continued  to  harden,  and  the  price  advanced  to  270 
piastres  per  cantar,  or  about  55.?.  6(/.  per  cwt.,  at  which  it  now 
remains. 


War 
Taxes. 


Money  is  needed  very  badly  by  the  U.S.  Treasury  just  now, 
and  all  sorts  of  proposals  have  been  put  forward  to  raise  it. 

They  find  the  easiest  (if  not  the  cheapest  for 
the  taxpayer)  is  to  increase  the  tarifi,  and  an 
Emergency  Bill  is  talked  about.  Among 
drugs,  opium  is  one  of  the  articles  that  would  x'l'obably  be 
among  the  first  considered  for  an  increase  in  duty,  and 
there  is  already  a  suggestion  that  the  present  rate  of  ^1 
per  lb.  be  increased  to  ,^2.50.  Camphor  and  quinine  are 
also  mentioned  as  another  source  of  revenue,  and  it  is 
argued  that  a  small  tax  on  a  variety  of  imported  drugs  and 
chemicals  would  yield  a  fair  revenue  without  serious  injury 
to  trade.  From  all  these  items  it  is  believed  that 
,g'3,000,000  or  so  could  be  raised.  There  is  also  a  proposal  to 
increase  the  internal  tax  on  alcohol  by  10c.  per  gal.,  which 
alone  would  yield  ^10,000,000,  and  it  is  thought  that  there 
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will  be  a  reversion  to  the  stamping  of  patent  medicines. 
Spain  is  to  get  her  money  by  melting  trinkets,  rt  cetera. 
We  have  an  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue  on  "  War  and 
Trade  Prospects." 


Acid,  Caebolic— Quiet.  Crystals,  39°  to  40°  C,  &ld.  per 
lb.  spot  and  34°  to  35°  C  ,  6|rZ.  ;  95-per-cent.  cresylic,  Is., 
and  crude  60-per-cent.,  2^.  per  gallon. 

Acid,  T.^etaeic,  is  steady  and  unchanged  atl  lit.  O^d.  to 
Is.  Ojf^.  for  foreign  crystals,  and  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  for  English. 

Alcohol. — German  potato  spirit  is  slightly  firmer  this 
week  at  IQd.  to  IQhd.  per  proof  gallon  on  the  spot  for  drug- 
gists' qualities  in  contract  lots. 

Aniseed. — Russian  1B97  crop  23s.  i^er  cwt.  c  i.f.,  and  old 
seed,  18s.  Qd.  to  19s. 

As.iFETiDA. — First-class  gum-resin  is  very  scarce  in 
London.  A  fair  business  has  been  done  this  week  in 
common  to  fair  grades  at  from  355.  to  65s.  per  cwt.,  the 
latter  being  for  fair  pinky  block. 

Belladonxa-eoot. — From  42s.  to  46s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted 
on  the  spot  for  German  root,  according  to  holder. 

Camphoe,  Ceude.- — Lower.  For  arrival  business  has  been 
done  this  week  in  Japanese,  at  88s.  to  89s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for 
April- May  shipment ;  and  in  Chinese  at  83s.,  c.i.f.,  for  the 
same  position. 

Camphoe,  Refined. — The  spring  business  in  refined  is 
now  on.  During  the  past  week  there  has  been  more 
inquiry  and  more  business  done,  but  without  change  in 
price.  English,  in  bells,  is  now  quoted  at  Is.  2|r^.  to  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.,  according  to  quantities,  and  blocks  at  proportionately 
higher  rates,  up  to  Is.  Qd.  per  lb. 

Caedamojis.  —  The  total  exports  from  Ceylon  from 
January  1  to  March  29  were  134,116  lbs.,  of  which 
88,206  lbs.  went  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  36,411  lbs.  to 
Germany. 

Cascaea  Sageada. — Old  bark  has  been  sold  this  week  at 
25s.  per  cwt..  which  is  cheap,  as  the  same  quality  is  being 
sold  in  New  York  at  the  parity  of  30s.  For  new  bark  17s.  Qd. 
to  18s.  is  required  on  the  spot. 

Cassia  Lignea. — The  gathering  of  the  new  crop  in 
China,  about  May,  is  estimated  to  produce  60,000  piculs. 

CiNCHON.\. — The  e.xports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to 
March  29  were  126,640  lbs.,  against  167,533  lbs.  at  the  same 
time  of  1897.  The  arrivals  at  Amsterdam  last  week  were 
1,614  bales.  The  following  figures  represent  the  exports  of 
cinchona-bark  from  Java  during  the  years  mentioned. 


1897 

,1896 

1895 

1894 

1893 

Private  plantations 
(Amst.  lbs.)  .. 

Government  planta- 
tions (Amst.  lbs.; 

7,901,502 
597,224 

9,410,855 
631,117 

8,239,745 
676,125 

8,266,744 
654,851 

6,913,556 
519,258 

Cocoa-butteb. — At  Amsterdam,  on  May  3,  60  tons  Van 
Houten's  brand,  10  tons  Helm,  5  tons  Hollandsche,  and 
3  tons  Mignon  will  be  offered.  Eighty  tons  of  Cadbury's 
make  will  be  put  up  in  London  the  same  day. 

Codeia. — Eirm  at  the  last  quotation  of  lis.  3d.  per  oz. 

Colocyntii. — Holders  of  good  Turkey  apple  are  firm  at 
is.  Id.  to  Is.  Zd.  per  lb,,  but  the  demand  i,s  slight.  Further 
consignments  have  come  to  hand  recently. 

Ceeam  of  Taetae. — Is  quiet  at  70s.  to  71s.  per  cwt.  net, 
f.o.b.  Bordeaux.  Crystals  can  be  bought  on  the  spot  75s.  to 
76s.  per  cwt.  The  exports  from  Bordeaux  during  1897  were 
38,048  cwt. 

Eegot  of  Rye  is  firmly  held,  but  absolutely  without 
demand.  The  dearth  of  sound  Spanish  ergot  still  continues  ; 
Is.  4(^.  per  lb,,  c.i.f,,  is  asked  for  slightly  wormy  quality. 
Russian  may  be  had  at  dd.,  c.i.f. 

Gentian-eoot  of  good  quality  is  scarce  and  firmly  held 
for  fair  continental  root  22s.  per  cwt,.  c.i.f.,  is  asked. 

Gum  Aeabic. — Soudan  sorts  are  firmly  held  and  in  small 
supply ;  pale  picked  Trieste  gum  is  quoted  at  from  6^.  10s. 


to  14Z.  per  cwt.,  according  to  quality,  at  whic!:  small  sales 
continue  to  be  made.  Ann-ad  is  in  small  supply,  and  prices 
are  nominal.  Only  a  few  cases  of  the  1,604  cases  offered  at 
auction  sold — Karachi  Amrad  at  44s.  for  medium  ambery ; 
common,  33s. ;  pickings,  24s.  to  28s.  Qd.  Ghatti  pickings, 
13s.  to  14s.  Cawnpore  pickings,  24,^-.  6ii.  Oomra,  30s.  ; 
pickings,  21s.  Aden,  hard,  unsifted,  45s.  to  46s.  Australian, 
bold  glassy  red,  32s.  6rf.  to  33s.  Qd. 

Gum  Sandaeac. — Fair  Mogador  47s.  M.  per  cwt, 

HENB.4NE. — Foreign  leaves  are  in  small  supply.  42s.  6(/. 
per  cwt.  is  aske<l  for  good  quality.  No  English  leave.s 
appear  to  be  available. 

Honey. — Dull.  Ordinary  brown  Australian  is  worth  20.J. 
per  cwt.  In  our  last  report  we  dealt  witli  the  probable 
result  of  the  Californian  crop  this  year.  Since  then  we  have 
received  confirmation  of  the  statements  in  which  it  ,is  (said 
that  the  outlook  for  the  coming  season  is  rather  gloomy,  and 
every  indication  points  to  higher  prices  for  the  new  crop. 
In  Southern  California  the  weather  is  so  dry  that  flowers 
are  not  blooming.  There  has  been  less  rain  than  in  any 
winter  in  twenty-seven  years.  One  reporter  goes  so  far  as 
to  say  there  will  be  no  honey  made  in  California  this  season, 
except  a  little  from  alfalfa  blossoms — a  very  mild  and 
almost  tasteless  light  amber  honey. 

Insect-flowees. — The  stock  in  Trieste  on  Marcli  31  was 
reported  to  be  318,500  kilos.,  against  272,100  kilos,  at  the 
end  of  February.  The  receipts  for  March  amounted  to 
78,600  kilos.,  and  the  deliveries  to  32  200  kilos.  Closed 
flowers  are  offered  on  the  London  market  at  from  95.?.  to 
125s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f,,  according  to  quality;  half-opt  n  at  85s. 
to  92s.  ;  open  at  65s.  per  cwt. 

Iodofoem  is  brisk  just  now,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  war 
demands,  and  closes  firm  at  13s.  Id.  per  lb.,  and  Zd.  less  for 
28-lb.  lots. 

Ipecacuanha. — A  fair  amount  of  business  was  done  in 
the  early  part  of  the  week  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb.  for  Rio  root. 
To-day  a  better  demand  has  set  in,  and  7s.  91-^.  has 
been  paid  for  the  same  root,  but  sellers  now  want  8s.  The 
demand  has  not  affected  Cartagena  root,  which  is  obtain- 
able at  5s.  Qd.  per  lb.,  5s,  Zd.  having  been  refused.  Picked 
root  has  sold  at  6s.  Zd.    The  market  closes  very  firm. 

Isinglass. — The  auctions  on  Tuesday  were  flat,  and  of 
the  550  packages  offered  only  a  small  x^roportion  sold. 
Brazil  lump  sold  at  2rf.  to  Zd.  decline.  Penang  leaf  and 
tongue  sold  at  slightly  easier  rates.  Saigon  unchanged,  and 
Bombay  firmly  held. 

Jalap. — It  is  possible  to  buy  fair  Vera  Cruz  root  at  bd. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  ;  on  the  spot  Qd.  is  asked. 

Menthol.— Quiet,  at  7s.  to  7s.  Zd.  on  the  spot,  and  6s.  &d. 
to  6s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

MOEPHIA. — Firm,  at  4s.  per  oz.  for  murin.te  in  powder  and 
4s.  2d.  in  crystals. 

MoEPHiNE  Taetrate,  which,  is  now  in  the  B.P.,  is 
offered  at  5s.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Oil,  Beegajiot. — From  7s.  9d.  to  8<,  Qd.  per  lb,  f.o.b. 
Messina  is  asked,  according  to  brand. 

Oil,  Cassia,  has  a  firm  tendency :  oil  containing  75  per 
cent,  to  80  per  cent,  cinnamic  aldehyde  is  offered  at  4,s-.  %d. 
per  lb.,  c.i  f.,  for  April-May  shipment. 

Oil,  Castoe. — Higher.  Best  Italian  water-white  and 
odourless  oil  is  now  37s.  to  42s.  Qd.  per  cwt,,  c  i.f  ,  according 
to  brands.  The  reports  indicate  that  still  higher  prices  may 
be  expected.  Belgian,  of  first  pressing.  30s.  on  the  spot; 
April-May  shipment,  28s.  Qd.  to  29s. ;  Jane-December.  26s. 
per  cwt.  Second  pressing,  April-May  ,-hipment,  2'(S. ;  June- 
December,  24s.  IQd.  per  cwt.,  ex  wharf. 

Oil,  Citeonblla. —  From  January  1  to  March  29 
310  966  lbs.  of  citronella  oil  were  exported  from  Ceylon,  of 
which  the  greater  part  (200,000  lbs.)  went  direct  to  America, 
and  105  218  lbs.  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

Oil,  Cod  Livee. — The  London  market  is  practically  un- 
changed, although  a  slightly  firmer  tendency  obtains.  The 
sales  of  new  oil  this  season  are  abnormally  low,  but  old  oil 
has  lately  been  parted  with  rather  freely,  so  that  it  is  now 
difficulli  to  ol>tain  any  at  less  than  75,-.  per  barrel  for  tlfe 
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best  brands,  while  there  is  no  new  oil  obtainable  at  less  than 
last  week's  quotations — viz.,  85,s.  per  barrel,  c  i.f.,  and  up- 
wards. There  is  therefore  a  feeling  that  higher  prices  may 
be  seen  in  the  autumn,  if  not  now.  Any  immediate  advance 
must  depend  upon  the  Finmarken  fishing,  which,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  subjoined  reports,  has  just  commenced. 
We  learn  from  an  independent  source  that  the  Finmarken 
fisheries  are  much  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  an  exceptional 
number  of  seals.  It  appears  that  the  Kussian  restriction  of 
seal-hunting  in  the  White  Sea  has  allowed  that  mammalian 
family  to  increase  and  multiply  so  rapidly  that  they  are 
following  the  cod  shoals  with  great  eagerness  this  year,  and 
much  earlier  than  usual.  The  latest  intelligence  from  Bergen 
is  that  there  is  no  great  stock  there,  and  holders  are 
reluctant  to  sell  as  they  are  holding  for  a  rise.  Our  Bergen 
correspondent  reports  that  the  Lofoten  fishing  is  practically 
at  an  end.  The  Finmarken  catch  has  so  far  been  as  good  as 
last  year,  but  it  will  be  the  middle  of  next  month  before  this 
fishing  is  at  its  height.  The  Bergen  market  is  quiet  owing 
to  buyers  abroad  being  di.sinclined  to  follow  the  higher  quota- 
tions, and  best  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  is  still  82.s'.  per 
barrel,  f.o.b.  The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  (April  16) 
have  been  3,155  barrels,  against  2,163  barrels  at  the  fame 
time  last  year.  From  Tromsoe  we  learn  that  the  southern 
fisheries  have  now  closed,  having  yielded  up  to  April  11 
9,650  hectolitres  of  medicinal  oil,  which  is  considerably  less 
than  last  year  The  total  deficiency  on  this  year's  fishing 
is  equal  to  7,700  hectolitres  of  oil.  As  to  the  catch  of  fish, 
we  hear  that  it  is  so  small  that  the  30,000  fisherman  who  have 
been  at  Lofoten  will  have  on  the  average  the  equivalent  of  400 
cod,  or,  say,  80k.,  each,  a  very  poor  result  for  three  months' 
fishing  in  the  middle  of  the  winter,  at  their  own  expense,  in 
such  a  place  as  Lofoten.  The  same  report  mentions  that  the 
average  prices  during  the  first  week  of  April  have  been — 
in  1893.  60s. ;  1894,  UOs. ;  1895,  1305. ;  1896,  220^.,  and 
1897,  80s. 

Oil,  Lemon. — For  genuine  oil  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9d.  per  lb,, 
f.o.b.  Messina,  is  quoted,  although  one  holder  asks  4^.  in 
1,000-lb.  lots. 

Oil,  Olive. — Lucca  oil  on  the  spot  is  in  fair  demand,  at 
from  4s.  6c/.  to  6s.  per  gal.  Finest  Italian  is  worth  from  60Z.  to 
68Z ,  c.i  f.,  per  tun  ;  Spanish,  33/. ;  and  Levant.  3Zl.  10s.  per 
tun.  The  exports  from  the  port  of  Jaffa  in  1897  amounted 
to  3,500Z.,  as  against  6,050Z.  in  1896. 

Oil,  Geange,  is  firm,  at  8s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.,  for  good  brands. 
The  stocks  held  here  and  in  Messina  are  so  low  that  any 
unusually  large  demand  would  send  up  the  price. 

Oil,  Peppermint. — American  oils  are  in  very  good 
demand.  A  fair  quantity  of  Wayne  County  oil  has  been 
sold  this  week  at  3s.  9rf.  to  3s.  'lO(/.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  HGH 
brand  is  quiet  at  5s.  Gd.  and  for  Japanese  3s.  is  asked  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Spike,  has  become  very  scarce,  and  is  almost  un- 
obtainable at  Is  Id.  to  3s.  6d.,  per  lb.,  according  to  quality. 

Oil,  Stae-Anise,  is  easier,  at  6s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  on  the 
spot. 

Opium. — -The  London  market  is  firm,  and  a  fair  amount  of 
business  has  been  done  at  full  values,  especially  in  common 
Turkey,  which  has  been  sold  for  the  United  States  market 
at  our  last  quotations.  The  prices  are  now  on  a  parity  with 
Smyrna.  Manufacturing  Salonica  has  sold  at  10s.  3d., 
and  there  is  not  much  of  any  kind  of  Turkey  on  this 
market  below  8s.  9d.  There  has  been  some  inquiry  for 
Persian  and  business  done  at  9s.  9d.  to  10s.  per  lb.  From 
Smyrna,  under  date  of  April  9,  our  correspondent  writes 
that  sales  for  that  week,  at  an  advance  of  2d.  per  lb., 
amounted  to  33  cases,  including  10  cases  current  talequale 
at  the  parity  of  8s.  6i^.  to  8s.  8d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Smyrna; 
18  cases  Karahissar  talequale  at  8s.  Sd  ,  8s.  lid.,  and  9s. ; 
2  cases  Yerli  at  9s.  Id. ;  and  3  cases  inspected  Karahissar  at 
9s.  4«?  Twenty-eight  cases  of  the  above  were  for  speculative 
account.  Business  during  the  week  was  curtailed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Jewish  feasts,  which  commenced  on  April  8. 
The  arrivals  up  to  date  were  3,504  cases,  against  2,343  cases 
at  the  same  time  of  last  year.  Dealers  on  the  Constantinople 
market  are  very  firm,  in  consequence  of  which  the  sales  have 
been  insignificant.  Another  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing 
on  April  9,  states  that  the  strong  element  on  that  maiket 


will  not  allow  prices  to  recede,  however  h'gh  the  market 
may  be.  The  parties  forming  this  element  have  large  in- 
terests both  in  America  and  Lontlon — i.e.,  they  still  hold 
large  stocks  of  opium,  bought  in  1896,  before  the  dollar 
duty  was  put  in  force,  and  by  maintaining  a  firm  position  in 
Smyrna,  and  advancing  the  market  whenever  they  see  an 
opportunity,  they  will  thus  gradually  raise  the  price  in  the 
consuming  markets,  so  that  their  holilings  may  ultimately 
be  sold  at  good  figures.  The  late  frosts  and  the  present  dry 
weather  have  to  a  great  extent  helped  and  encouraged  them 
to  continue  their  course,  therefore  we  do  not  expect  for  a 
long  time  an  easier  market.  On  the  contrary,  we  think  that 
I  by  the  end  of  April  opium  will  be  nearer  10s.  than  9s.,  and 
when  the  small  new  crop  comes  in  the  speculators  will  take 
care  that  the  farmers  do  not  undersell  them. 

Oreis  is  firmly  held  on  the  spot,  at  43s.  per  cwt.  for  extra- 
picked  Florentine,  40s.  for  picked,  and  37s.  for  small  white 
quality.  The  c  i.f.  prices  are  33s.  6d.  to  34.5.  for  sorts, 
35.S.  6^.  to  36s.  for  picked,  and  38s.  6d.  to  39s.  for  extra- 
picked.  First  quality  of  Verona  is  quoted  at  22s.  to  23<.  per 
cwt ,  c.i.f.  The  stocks  in  Italy  are  said  to  be  light.  It  is> 
stated  that  France  and  Germany  have  been  buying  more 
freely  than  England  recently. 

Phenacbtin  is  quiet  at  3s.  5d.  to  3s.  6d.  per  lb.  in  cwt. 
lots. 

Phexazone. — The  Swiss  makers  have  raised  theiV  prices 
to  16s.  9d.  per  lb.  in  1-lb.  tins,  and  18s.  3d.  in  1-oz.  tins. 

Quinine. — Last  week's  market  closed  with  second-hand 
holders  of  German  sulphate  stiff  in  their  views  as  to  the 
future  of  the  article,  and  a  day-by-day  advance  of  ^d.  per  oz. 
has  occurred,  so  that  to-day's  market  has  closed  in  a  partly- 
excited  state  at  9^d  per  oz.,  and  the  agents  of  the  Brunswick 
factory  and  Boehringer  &  Son  have  stopped  selling.  The 
Auerbach  and  Zimmer  agents  are  still  selling  to  druggists 
1,000-oz.  lots  at  9yi.  per  oz  ,  and  Howards  and  Whiflen  are 
also  selling  at  their  last  quotations.  The  firmness  of  the 
second-hand  holders  may  force  the  manufacturers  to  raise 
their  prices.  It  is  understood  that  this  week's  sales  are  not 
voluminous,  but  100,000  oz.  have  been  taken  out  of  Crutched 
Friars  warehouse  for  shipment.  The  whole  of  the  Java 
quinine  sulphate  recently  imported  into  London  has  been 
sold  at  8^d.  per  oz.  A  further  consignment  of  12,700  oz. 
has  arrived,  but  for  this  8^d.  per  oz.  has  been  obtained.  A 
third  consignment  is  on  the  water.  On  April  26  a  second 
consignment  of  Java  quinine  from  the  Bandoengsche 
quinine-factory  will  be  offered  for  .sale  at  Amsterdam.  The 
lot  will  consist  of  13  cases,  containing  about  120  kilos.,  or 
4,200  oz. 

Saesapaeill A.— Mexican  is  offered  at  3^d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f  • 
Honduras  still  remains  scarce,  and  the  same  may  also  be 
said  of  genuine  Jamaica  root. 

Seeds.— Eighty  bags  fair  Morocco   Coriander  sold  at 
j  7s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  being  lower ;  a  parcel  of  Tunis  was  bought 
I  in  ;  23  bags  dull  bold  Linseed  sold  at  39s.  6d.  per  qr. ; 
153  bags  clean  Barbary  Canar)/-seed  sold  at  25s.  ppr  qr., 
without  reserve;  privately  the  market  is  steady  at  25s.  for 
Turkish.    There  is  no  change  in  Fcmiyrecl;  or  Cumin. 

Senna. — A  fair  business  has  been  done  this  week  for 
export  at  full  prices.  One  broker  has  disposed  of  the  re- 
mainder of  a  parcel  of  small  to  ordinary  Tinnevelly  leaf  at 
3d.  per  lb.,  for  part  of  which  2hd.  was  obtained  at  the  last, 
drug -sales. 

Shellac— At  the  fortnightly  auctions  on  Tuesday 
619  cases  offered,  and  160  sold.  Second  orange  realised 
Is.  per  cwt.  advance  on  last  sales  rates,  the  value  of  TN  being 
now  fully  61s.  to  62!;.  per  cwt.  Common  descriptions  of 
garnet  were  all  bought  in  ;  little  of  button  was  offered.  The 
following  prices  were  paid:  Second  orange,  fair,  slightly 
cakey,  60s.  ;  good  free  red,  61s.  to  62s. ;  bright  reddish, 
62s.  to  63s.  Button  realised  5s.  Qd.  to  6s.  Qd.  for  low  black 
refuse.  Privately  there  has  been  a  fair  inquiry  on  the  spot» 
and  higher  prices  have  been  asked.    Fair  TN  has  been  sold 

'  at  61s.,  cash  terms.    Garnet  AC  is  quiet,  with  sellers  at  71s. 

I  for  fair  free.  For  arrival  there  are  buyers  of  TN  orange  at 
60s.,  c.i.f.,  Apnl-June  steamer.  For  AC  garnet,  67s.,  c.i.L, 
has  been  paid  for  April-May  steamer. 

Speemaceti. — The  spot  price  is  Is.  2hL  per  lb.  for  be.st 
I  American,  which  is  in  good  demand. 
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Spices. — The  public  sales  were  resumed  on  Wednesday, 
and  although  the  offerings  were  not  very  heavy  there  was 
little  animation  in  the  biddings  except  for  Jamaica  Ginger, 
which  was  nearly  all  sold  at  steady  prices  for  common,  and 
at  about  3.v.  per  cwt  dearer  for  good  qualities  ;  Rhatoon  at 
€7.s.  to  69^. ;  ordinary  lean  to  middling  small,  74,s.  to  85s. ; 
middling  to  good  washed,  89.?.  to  lOSs.  per  cwt.  Cochin,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  dull  of  sale,  rough  2.s'.,  and  cut  about  3.s'. 
per  cwt.  lower ;  ordinary  washed  rough  sold  at  21.s-. :  bold 
cut  at  75s.  to  91s. ;  second  size,  71.'<'.  to  71.s'.  ;  medium,  46.?;., 
find  smalls,  32.?.  Qd. ;  bold  bright  tips,  23s. ;  dull  small, 
23s.  Qd. ;  scrag,  lis.  to  lis.  Qd.,  and  cuttings,  15s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 
A  small  parcel  of  fair  Japan  was  bought  in  at  16s.  per  cwt' 
.Zanzibar  Cloves  dull  and  slightly  easier  ;  50  bales  good  were 
bought  in ;  the  value  of  fair  is  3^rZ.  June-August  delivery 
sold  at  3-;ir/.  per  lb.  ;  55  bags  good  Amboyna  were  bought  in 
at  b'\d.  per  lb.  Chillies,  Nutme{is,  and  Mace  exhibit  no 
change,  and  are  slow  of  sale.  Pimento  quiet ;  a  few  odd 
lots  sold  at  4j|<'i!.  per  lb.  Black  Pepjier  steady ;  greyish 
Lampong  sold  at  3i2<Z.  per  lb. ;  fair  Singapore  has  sold 
privately  at  ^\d.  To  arrive  there  are  sellers  of  April-June 
shipment  at  ^jj.d.  per  lb. ;  white  Singapore  firm  ;  line  quality 
sold  at  to  %\d,.  per  lb.;  and,  privately.  Penang  lealises 
%\d.  per  lb.  Cassia  Ugnea  steady.  Cinaamon-c/iijis  quiet, 
all  the  parcels  offered  were  bought  in. 

Sugar  of  Lead. — Since  our  last  report  the  Convention 
has  again  advanced  this  article  by  30s.  per  ton  above  the 
prices  which  we  quoted  on  February  26,  when  the  last 
change  was  made.  The  prices  for  German  make  now  are 
lots  under  5  tons,  27s.  3^^.  to  276-.  Qd.  per  cwt.  on  the 
.spot.  During  the  latter  part  of  1897  the  Convention  was 
■undersold  by  an  outside  maker,  whose  production  has  now 
been  secured  by  the  Convention,  and  the  article  is  therefore 
in  a  sound  position.  Recent  advances  are,  however,  due  to 
the  enhanced  cost  of  the  raw  material,  and  the  rise  in 
.potato-spirit  is  likely  to  make  it  still  dearer. 

SuLPHOXAL. — Unchanged  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  small  lots 
•from  the  makers.    Some  second  holders  want  8s. 

Tamarinds. — The  first  consignment  of  the  new  crop  from 
Barbados  has  arrived.  The  high  price  of  16.?.  per  cwt.  is 
asked  for  fine  pale  quality.  At  auction  220  barrels  offered, 
•and  only  one  lot  of  tair  sold  at  15s.  Old  crop  is  obtainable 
at  13«. 

Tragacaxth.— At  the  auctions  held  on  Friday,  April  15, 
the  large  supply  of  1,786  packages  was  offered,  of  which  only 
a  small  part  sold,  chiefly  "  without  reserve  "  at  steady  rates 
to  5s.  decline.  Good  Svrian  firsts  realised  IIZ.  5s.  to  IIZ.  10s. : 
fair  firsts  9/.  15s.  to  107.  12s.  6d. :  seconds  8/.  to  8/  15s.  :  yellow 
7/.  5s.  to  71.  12s.  Qd.  ;  fine  pale  thirds  6;.  17s.  6d.  to  71.  5s.; 
ordinary  yellowish  thick  51.  5s. ;  fourths  85s.  to  97s.  6d. ;  dark 
red  and  low  63s  to  77s.  6d. ;  pale  dusty  pickings  87s.  6^/.  to 
110s. ;  sittings  33s.  to  58s.  per  cwt.  A  few  packages  of  Hog 
li'um  sold  at  54s.  to  65s.  for  good  to  fine  pale. 

Wax  (J.vpan). — Quiet.  Good  pale  squares  on  the  spot 
■35s.  6d.  per  cwt.  For  arrival  April-June  steamer  shipment 
•35s.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  asked. 

Zinc,  Oxide. — Spelter  has  been  going  up  in  price  recently 
and  for  ordinary  white  oxide  30/.  per  ton  is  now  asked. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  very  little  change  to  be  reported  in  the  general 
■condition  of  the  heavy-chemical  market  this  week ;  the 
quieter  feeling  which  came  in  with  the  holidays  still  seems 
to  continue,  and  about  the  only  increase  of  any  moment  in 
the  business  passing  is  in  shipments,  which,  as  a  matter  of 
■course,  become  heavier  at  this  time  of  the  year.  They  are 
at  present,  however,  scarcely  up  to  the  average.  Prices,  on 
the  whole,  are  fairly  steady,  and  for  the  most  part  fully 
maintained.  The  basis  for  export  quotations  in  Caustic  soda 
■has  been  reduced  by  5s.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of  aiinnoma, 
too,  since  last  writing,  has  dropjied  still  further,  the  most 
notable  decline  being  in  the  Leith  quotation,  which  is  7s.  6^^. 
per  ton  lower.  Its  tendency  is,  however,  somewhat  firmer 
than  a  day  or  two  ago :  Beckton,  8/.  12s.  Qd. ;  Beckton 
terms,  prompt,  8/^  10s. ;  Hull  and  London,  8/.  15s.  ;  Leith, 
8/.  10s.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week  were  very  low,  and 
only  amounted  to  248  tons.  Sulphate  of  copper  \s  dearer: 
Anchor,  16/.  15s. ;  Liverpool,  16/.  7s.  Qd.  to  16/.  10s.  Cream 


of  tartar  is  a  shade  easier.  Saltcalte  is  in  better  demand,  at 
20s.,  free  on  rails,  makers'  works.  Benzols  arc  weaker,  and 
quotations  are  down  still  lower  than  those  given  last  week  ; 
90  per  cent.,  l\ld.  to  Is.  ;  50  per  cent..  Is.  Id.  I'ilch  has 
acquired  a  somewhat  better  petition ;  prompt  quotation  is 
19s.  Qd..  f.o.b.,  and  forward  20.v .  f.o.b.  CurhoLic  acids  steady  ; 
crude,  75  per  cent.,  2s.Qd.\  60  per  cent.,  2s. :  crystals,  39^ 
to  40°,  Qld.  to  Id. ;  34°  to  35°,  6,W.  Aniline  oil  and  Salt 
are  flat  and  weak,  at  tl'^d.  to  5d.  Anthracene  steady  :  A 
grade,  5rf.  ;  B  grade,  4c/.  Creosote  is  moving  well,  at  2,\d. 
Naphthas,  on  the  whole,  are  fairl.y  steady.  Solrent  napiMha, 
95  per  cent,  Is.  4c/  ;  90  per  cent..  Is.  Zd.  Crude  naphtha, 
30  per  cent.,  6''/.  to  Q}id.  Solvent  wood,  white  colourless, 
2s.  Qd.  Miscible,  3s.  bd.  flreen  cojjperas  continues  in  good 
demand,  at  late  figures.  Uncovered  snlphur  steady.  There 
is  no  change  iji  Alum,  or  Sulphate  of  alumina,  and  both  pro- 
ducts are  moderately  busy. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  April  19  that  the 
drug-market  shows  little  animation,  and  few  changes  in 
price  have  taken  place  since  last  report.  Cape  aloes  is 
firm,  at  54m.  per  100  kilos.  Itu.^sian  aniseed  quiet,  at  37m. 
per  100  kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  steady,  at  16|-  to  16im.  per 
kilo.:  K*///.  ((uiet,  at  300m.  per  100  kilos.  Cascara  sugrada 
is  dull  of  sale,  at  36m.  per  100  kilos.  In  Cevadilla-sc-'d  a 
little  firmer  tone  is  apparent  ;  to-day's  quotation  is  77m.  to 
80m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  shows  very  little  business; 
good  Russian  is  offered  at  150m  to  160m.,  Spanish  at  190m. 
per  100  kilos.  Galangal-roof  is  firmer,  at  42m.  to  44m.  per 
100  kilos,  t/uinine  is  quoted  at  25m.  per  kilo. ;  the  factories 
are  not  anxious  sellers  at  the  moment.  Spermaceti  for  for- 
ward delivery  is  quoted  at  250m.  per  100  kilos.  Carnauha- 
wax  is  quiet ;  grey  at  80m.,  fine  yellow  at  140m.  per  100 
kilos.  Japan  wax  is  quiet,  on  the  spot,  at  71ra. ;  forward 
delivery,  at  69m.  per  100  kilos.  WI.  Tamarinds  are  firm 
and  scarce,  at  40m.  to  42m.  per  100  kilos  iVorm.';eed  very  firm, 
at  40m.  to  42m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod-liver  oil  is  firmly  held  ;  new 
non-congealing  oil  is  quoted  37m.  per  barrel. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  April  20,  reports 

that  the  market  for  Castor  oil  has  improved  materially 
during  tlie  past  few  days,  owing  to  the  concentration  of 
supplies  on  the  spot,  and  stronger  advices  from  abroad  re- 
garding the  shortne.'^s  of  the  seed-crop,  and  higher  ranges  of 
value  from  Marseilles  for  the  French  oil.  Good  seconds 
Calcutta  are  held  for  3|-c/.,  and  first-pressure  French  at  3^d.  to 
3^d.,  accordinsr  to  position.  At  auction,  this  week,  21  brls.  of 
Maranham  Balsam  copaihoj,  recently  arrived,  were  offered,  but 
no  business  pas.^ed,  as  the  owners  asked  2s.  2c/.,  and  buyers 
were  in  a  somewhat  lower  key.  Large  sales  are  reported  of 
African  ginger,  1.000  bags,  in  one  line,  at  prices  ranging 
from  17s  to  19s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  with  rather  a  better  tone  at  the 
close  in  consequence  of  the  large  quantities  sold.  Sulphate 
of  copper.  98-per  cent,  to  99-per-cent.,  is  moving  steadily,  at 
\Ql.  to  16/.  5s.,  but  the  general  impression  is  that  prices  will 
go  in  sellers'  favour  during  the  next  few  months.  Honcj/s  of 
all  grades  are  strongly  held,  especially  the  lower  grades  of 
Peruvian  and  Chilian;  the  higher  qualities  of  Californian 
are  in  request,  but  holders  entertain  rather  strong  views,  as 
the  reports  from  the  producing  districts  speak  of  a  very 
poor  yield  of  flowers  and  a  consequently  shorter  crop  of 
honey  for  the  coming  season.  Arsenic  is  easier  at  about 
19/.  per  ton  net.  There  is  more  inquiry  for  .R«.ss/rt;«  aniiced, 
and  holders  are  very  firm  at  18s.  per  cwt.  for  good  sound 
seed.  Turhish  canarg  seed  is  still  without  special  feature, 
the  value  of  good  bright  being  26s.  6c/.  to  27s.  per  qr.  with 
limited  sales  at  these  figures  Guinea  grains  are  in  small 
supply,  and  importers  and  holders  ask  30.«.  for  their  reduced 
stocks.  Chilian  Spermaceti  is  firmlj'  held  at  Is.  3d.  with 
little  business  to  notice.  Femigreel:-seed  has  sold  in  50-bag  lots 
of  Egyptian  at  10s.  6cZ.  per  cwt.,  with  fine  Morocco  quoted  at 
12s.  3d.  per  cwt.  In  Gmtis,  there  is  rather  more  inquiry  for 
Arabic  sorts,  but  the  supply  is  small  and  firmly  held;  a 
moderate  business  has  T>een  done,  and  at  the  close  there 
appears  to  be  no  sellers  under  75s. ;  medium  qualities  arc 
still  neglected,  and  some  of  the  lower  grades  are  becoming 
rather  attractive  in  price,  Brazilian  being  especially  cheap 
comparatively. 
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In  wriHng  letters  for  publicalion  correspondents  should  adopt  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style  T/iey  are  rejaested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.  Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume , 
Notice  to  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
dentg^'""'  triter,  Q,u'.rles  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 
paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
tiMch  Ihe^  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


British  Pharmacopoeia,  189S. 

SiE, — Tn  your  issue  of  last  week  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
George  Coull,  of  Leith,  addressed  you  upon  the  actions  of  an 
individual  and  a  certain  wholesale  firm  in  connection  with 
tlie  new  British  rharmacopuvia. 

As  1  am  the  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Pbarmacopreia  Committee  to  whom  he  refers,  I  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  really  to  his  communication. 

It  is  apparent  from  the  opening  paragraph  in  Mr.  Coull's 
letter  that  he  was  unfortunate  enough  not  to  be  in  posses- 
sion of  the  exact  facts  connected  with  the  first  appearance 
of  the  British  Pharmacopreia. 

It  is  possible  that  had  he  been  in  London  complete  in- 
formation concerning  it  might  have  reached  him  earlier  than 
it  did  in  Edinburgh,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  Easter 
holidays  rather  accentuated  than  otherwise  his  inability  of 
making  himself  up  to  date."  This  was  his  misfortune, 
and  apparently  not  his  fault. 

Those  who  were  in  London  on  the  Thursday  (April  7)  pre- 
ceding Good  Friday  became  aware  that  the  General  Medical 
Council,  acting  on  a  resolution  of  its  executive  committee 
(E'ebruary  21,  1898),  determined  to  make  the  new  British 
Pharmacopixia  "accessible  to  the  public"  (sic)  at  10  A.m.  on 
Thursday,  April  7. 

By  a  paragraph  which  appeared  in  the  issue  of  the  Brithli 
Medical  Journal,  datod  April  9,  and  which  issue  was,  on 
account  of  Good  Friday,  in  the  press  earlier  than  usual,  a 
full  notification  concerning  the  Council's  resolution,  exhibit 
of  the  Pharmacoprjeia,  &c.,  was  made. 

It  would  appear  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Medical 
Council  to  make  this  new  Pharmacopicia  " c/ffY'.^/'S/c  the 
^;»iZ/c"  at  the  Medical  Council's  Registrar's  Oflices  in  Edin- 
burgh and  Dublin  as  well  as  in  London.  Whether  the 
exhibit  was  to  be  made  in  all  three  centres  at  the  same 
hour  of  the  same  day  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  aware  that  in 
liondon,  and  from  the  offices  of  the  Medical  Council,  and  on 
Wednesday,  April  6,  a  notice  was  sent  to  my  firm  (and 
doubtless  to  other  London  wholesale  drus;gists)  that  at 
10  A.M.  to  4  P.M.  on  Thursday,  April  7,  and  from  10  A.M. 
until  1  P.M.  Saturday,  April  9  (no  exhibit  on  Good  Friday), 
the  new  British  Pharmacopccia  could  (to  use  the  exact 
words  of  the  paper  which  it  was  required  should  be  signed 
by  callers)  "  he  used  in  the  Medical  CounciVs  offices,  to  he 
returned  erery  eiienivg  to  the  clerft  ivhen  done  tvith." 

I  have  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  that  your  correspondent  had 
not  the  "  up-to-date"  information  upon  the  subject,  and  may 
have  been,  on  the  Thursday  forenoon  when  the  new  British 
Pharmacopreia  was  already  fait  accom^jU,  contemplating  or 
arranging  for  the  production  of  some  of  its  preparations 
with  his  firm.  I  was  at  tfiat  very  time  discussing  its 
contents  with  my  friend,  Mr.  F.  E.  Squire  (pharmacist),  at 
San  Remo. 

I  am  aware  that  in  the  forenoon  of  Thursday  (in  London, 
at  any  rate)  representatives  of  the  wholesale  drug-houses 
did  take  advantage  of  the  notice  that  had  been  sent  by  the 
Medical  Council  the  previous  night,  and  called  at  299 
Oxford  Street,  W.,  the  Registrar's  Office,  and  used  the 
volume.  My  firm  in  its  call  was  represented  by  a  partner, 
Mr.  John  C.  Umney. 

So  much  for  the  time,  conditions,  place,  &c.,  under  which 
the  British  Pharmacop<jcia  first  saw  the  light. 

Now  as  to  my  personal  connection  with  the  volume. 

When  I  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Council  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  act  on  the  British  Pharmacoporia 
Committee  I  undertook  to  treat  all  proof-sheets  of  the  draft 


work  as  private  and  confidential  communications,  and  upon 
no  condition  was  I  to  permit  the  proofs  to  go  out  of  my  pos- 
session, neither  was  I  to  part  with  information.  Tliese- 
instructions  I  carried  out  to  the  letter. 

Further,  I  should  like  to  add  that  a  complimentary  copy 
of  the  work  which  was  sent  to  me  by  the  British  Medical 
Council  prior  to  Thursday,  April  7,  the  date  the  work  was 
first  put  on  view,  was  treated  as  "Private  and  Confidential" 
(although  I  was  not  enjoined  to  do  so  in  the  letter  which 
accompanied  it)  until  the  authorised  volume  had  been 
"  accessible  to  the  public." 

These  statements,  I  am  persuaded,  will  be  ample  to  con- 
vince your  correspondent,  if  he  had  any  doubt  upon  the 
subject  (and  there  is  nothing  in  his  letter  to  show  that  he 
had),  that  up  to  the  time  of  the  exhibit  I  carried  out  that 
which  I  undertook  to  do,  and  that  when  the  book  was  place 
in  London  for  '^tfie  use  of  the puhlic"  in  the  London  oJlice  of 
the  Medical  Council,  the  obligations  of  my  trust  ceased. 

Addressing  myself  to  another  point  raised  by  Mr.  Coull  as 
to  the  time  that  should  have  intervened  between  Thursday, 
April  7,  and  the  issue  of  a  price-list  of  the  new  pharma- 
copix'ial  preparations,  I  should  like  to  stale  that  I  am  of" 
opinion  that  the  interval  prior  to  the  appearance  of  such  a 
list  must  necessarily  depend  upon  circumstances.  In  my 
own  firm,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  decide  as  to  the  time  that 
should  intervene,  I  should  say  that  the  list  .';hoald  be  com- 
menced immediately,  and  proceeded  with  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible consistent  with  accuracy. 

The  ra]5idity  of  compilation  would  of  course  depend  upon 
(1)  the  individual  who  was  required  to  do  the  work  ;  (2)  the 
opi)ortunities  such  individual  had  previously  had  of  doing:' 
similar  work;  (3)  t'je  data  upon  the  loss  in  manufacture  of 
]3reparations  generally  that  were  accessible. 

Now  in  my  firm's  case  the  "  man  at  the  wheel"  was  Mr. 
John  C.  Umney,  and  in  his  start  he  had  this  particular 
subject  '•  at  his  finger's  ends,"  for  he  had  during  the  previous 
three  or  four  years  or  more  been  constantly  working  rmder 
ray  instructions  upon  any  subject  connected  with  the 
British  Pharmacopaia  that  my  colleagues  and  I  thought 
desirable. 

Mr.  John  Umney  decided  early  on  Thursday  morning,. 
April  7,  that  he  would  publish  his  firm's  price-list  without 
delay  and  he  accordingly  set  to  his  task  aided  by  two 
typists  ;  he  worked  the  greater  part  of  Good  Friday  (typist 
included)  and  until  the  small  hours  of  Saturday  morning,  and 
finally  he  completed  his  issue,  having  circularised  between 
2  000  and  3,000  of  his  firm's  clients  throughout  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  Colonies  on  Saturday  afternoon — 
that  is,  on  the  third  day. 

Now  I  do  not  know  that  your  correspondent  can  honestly 
take  exception  to  this  close  application  of  Mr.  John  C.  Umney 
to  his  firm's  business,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  objected  that  his;- 
Good  Friday  might  have  been  more  advantageously  spent  in 
a  more  genial  occupation. 

Is  it  to  be  i^resumed  that  Mr.  Coull  thought  it  was  possible- 
that  the  whole  of  the  wholesale  druggists  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  could  and  would  put  their  iirices  current  on 
show  as  the  Medical  Council  did  their  book  Cor  should  have' 
done)  at  the  same  hour  of  the  same  day  ?  I  feel  certain  he 
did  not. 

Surely,  therefore,  it  must  go  without  saying  that  someone,, 
in  the  absence  of  simultaneous  publication  and  distribution, 
must  necessarily  have  been  first,  and  I  cannot  imagine  thatMr. 
Coull  grudges  me  the  fnidos  (if  any)  in  my  connection  with  the 
work,  or  my  firm,  through  me,  in  utilising  its  opportunity  of 
being  in  the  front  rank  for  the  London  district,  and  this 
more  especially  when  I  and  my  son,  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  aided 
constantly  by  my  firm's  chemists,  clerks, and  typists,  had  worked' 
without  fee  or  reward  ;  and  the  firm  whose  action  your  cor- 
respondent would  hold  up  to  public  ridicule,  or  upon  whose- 
conduct  he  would  cast  a  slur,  has  provided  not  only  this 
labour,  but  all  the  material,  and  that  during  a  period  of 
from  three  to  four  years,  absolutely  free  of  cfiarye.  In  short, 
this  very  wicked  "firm  (1  gather  that  this  is  Mr.  Coull's 
meaning)  have  "  worked  for  nothing,  and  found  the 
thread."  (Mem. — Other  firms  and  individuals  were  equally 
generous,  but  I  was  the  only  London  wholesale  druggist  oid 
the  committee.) 

Now.  I  make  bold  to  assert  that  your  correspondent,  in 
this  as  in  other  portions  of  his  letter,  is  not  "iu  touch"  with 
the  true  facts. 
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If  he  was  aware  of  all  that  I  have  stated,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  to  his  knowledge  he  did  not  add  a  son2>qon 
of  charity. 

As  I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing  him,  neither  am 
I  aware  that  his  firm  and  mine  are  keen  competitors,  I 
cannot  think  that  this  attack  on  me  is  from  "Jealousy,  the 
Green-eyed  Monster,"  that  Shakespeare  refers  to.  Surely 
such  a  distemper  is  not  at  the  root  of  his  bitter  coniplaining'  1 

I  venture  to  hope  that  the  prices  current  issued  by  my 
iirm  may  be  of  some  guide  to  Mr.  CouU  in  compiling  a  list 
for  his  own  firm,  and  this  letter  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out asking  him  the  favour  that  he  will  closely  scrutinise  the 
price-list  which  so  "  incensed  "  and  which  apparently  has 
caused  him  some  discomfiture;  and  wlien  he  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  are  errors  in  the  list  (the  possible 
result  of  excess  of  zeal  and  hurried  work),  I  shall  esteem  it 
a  favour  if  he  will  point  out  the  mistakes,  which  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged. 

I  regret  there  has  been  occasion  to  enter  into  so  much 
detail,  but  I  thought  it  desirable  that  my  case  should  be 
made  plain  and  my  position  from  the  beginning  (1895), 
when  I  was  honoured  with  a  seat  on  the  Pharmacopieia 
committee,  to  the  end  (April  7,  1898),  when  the  book  was 
■EF.ade  "accessible  to  the  public,"  clear  and  well  defined. 

Southwark,  London,  April  18.  Chas.  Umney. 

P.S. — I  have  not  overlooked  an  editorial  paragraph  on 
page  377  of  the  last  issue  of  your  contemporary,  the  Fliarma- 
ccntical  Joiiriinl,  in  reference  to  pharmacists  and  the  future 
Pharmacopoeias.  The  Medical  Council  can,  and  will,  deal 
with  this  important  subject  at  the  proper  time.  At  present, 
with  the  ink  of  the  new  volume  scarcely  dry,  any  discussion 
would  be  premature. 

SlE, — We  desire  to  urge  that  a  reasonable  interval  should 
■be  allowed  between  the  actual  publication  of  this  work  and 
the  oflBcial  advertisement  in  the  Gazette  which  is  required 
to  make  it  of  legal  authority. 

The  medical  profession  will  require  opportunity  for  study- 
ing the  various  changes  and  additions  before  its  members 
will  be  either  able  or  willing  to  prescribe  under  its  auspices. 

The  onus  of  supplying  the  new  and  altered  preparations 
falls  upon  retail  and  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists,  and 
time  is  required  for  the  gradual  acquisition  of  methods  and 
standards  before  the  trade  at  large  can  be  said  to  be  pro- 
fessionally, or  even  properly,  equipped  for  dispensing  general 
prescriptions  written  under  the  new  authority. 

We  venture  to  say  this,  in  face  even  of  the  fuss  that  is 
now  being  made  in  your  city  respecting  the  priority  of  in- 
formation and  the  general  "  playing  to  the  gallery"  mode  of 
dealing  with  same.  It  will  be  quite  clear  to  practical  chemists 
that  neither  haste  nor  hurry,  however  skilfully  applied,  will 
enable  the  true  meaning  of  the  new  formulfe  to  be  so  well 
understood,  or  the  best  results  to  be  so  completely  attained, 
as  can  be  secured  by  careful  methodical  work,  with  time  for 
watching  and  confirming  the  selection  of  the  many  minor 
working  details  which,  though  taken  for  granted,  are,  as 
every  chemist  knows,  great  factors  in  determining  the 
•measure  of  success  in  the  manufacture  of  pharmaceutical 
preparations. 

Feeling,  therefore,  that  the  "game  of  priority"  is  with- 
out practical  results,  and  it  being  rather  an  undignified  one, 
bearing  as  it  does  a  resemblance  to  that  of  "  beggar  my 
neighbour,"  we  think  that  the  recriminations  between  the 
■diflfercnt  parties  as  to  the  supposed  playing  against  the  rules 
of  the  game  does  not  deserve  any  amount  of  public  excitement. 

We  are,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Horncastle,  April  18.  W.  Kemp  &  Sox. 

Mr.  Druce  and  the  Council. 

SiE. — May  I  through  your  columns  warmly  thank  the 
■mimerous  friends  who  kindly  promised  me  their  support  at 
the  forthcoming  election  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  but 
•express  my  regret  that,  owing  to  a  noa-compliaiice  with  a 
■technical  regulation,  which  m_y  absence  from  England  pre- 
vented nie  from  doing,  I  am  disqualified  for  the  present 
■election  ?  At  some  future  time  I  hope  to  avail  myself  of  their 
kind  support  and  sympathy. 

I  am,  yours  obediently, 

Oxford,  April  14.  G.  Claeidge  Deuce. 


The  Lady  Guardian. 

Sir, — Permit  me  to  correct  an  error  upon  page  604  of 
your  last  is.sue.  The  lady  who  has  been  elected  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Guardians  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  W.  Walter,  chemist, 
of  Oxford  Street,  Southampton,  and  not  of 

Yours  truly, 

81  Derbv  Road,  Southampton,  F.  H.  Waltee. 

April  18. 

Chemists'  Windows. 

SiE, — It  seems  a  pity  that  good  ink  and  paper  should  be 
wasted  to  print  such  drivel  as  that  of  your  correspondent 
"  A  Poor  but  Proud  Chemist."  Everybody  must  have  re- 
cognised that  during  the  last  three  or  four  years  the  use  by 
chemists  in  their  windows  of  crowd-attracting,  business- 
bringing  advertisements,  for  the  introduction  of  which 
system  I,  with  "Frog  in  your  Throat,"  am  generally  credited, 
has  resulted  in  putting  thousands  of  pounds  into  their 
pockets. 

If  one  notes  who  first  takes  up  this  display-advertising, 
he  will  find  in  most  cases  it  is  the  trader  who  is  doing  the 
lion's  share  of  the  business  in  his  locality.  Most  people 
have  put  down  this  adoption  of  window-display  business- 
pulling  advertisements  by  chemists  as  a  manife.station  of  the 
growth  in  them  of  that  merchant  spirit  which  is  bringing 
them  into  line  with  the  best  traders  in  otlier  classes  of 
goods  in  the  race  for  a  fair  sliare  of  the  prizes  of  modern 
business.  Of  course  "the  race  is  to  the  strong,"  and 
weaklings  must  be  left  behind.  However,  there  is  still  hope 
for  the  anonymous  gentleman  who  docs  not  seem  to  have 
enough  business  to  keep  him  at  home.  Let  him  continue  to 
go  round  and  study  the  windows  of  those  chemists  who 
have,  and,  peradventure,  in  time  even  he  may  learn  something 
from  them.  Yours  truly, 

12Ci  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  J.  E.  G.^eeatt. 

April  18. 

New  Drugs  and  Preparations. 

SiE, — As  my  letter  to  the  Lancet  on  this  subject  may  interest 
chemists  and  druggists  more  than  medical  men,  I  send  it  to 
you  for  publication,  if  you  think  it  worthy  of  a  place  in 
your  journal. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  sixty  years  ago,  when  we  had 
great  faith  in  drugs,  and  used  them  largely,  they  were  very 
few  and  simple,  whereas  now,  when  we  trust  more  to  nature, 
hygiene,  and  nursing,  we  are  inundated  with  them,  so  that 
samples  of  new  drags  and  preparations  aie  becoming  quite 
a  nuisance.  Almost  every  day  the  post  brings  me  one  or 
more  of  them,  with  pamphlets  and  testimonials,  and  a  re- 
quest that  I  will  test  them  by  prescribhig  them  for  my 
patients.  I  must  have  received  hundreds  of  samples  in  the  last 
few  years,  and  have  never  prescribed  one  of  them  ;  but  I  have 
quite  a  museum  of  these  curiosities  at  the  Surrey  Dispen- 
sary, where  they  are  kept  unopened.  As  interesting  speci- 
mens of  nomenclature,  I  may  mention  cotoine,  migrainin, 
amydol,  lycetol,  nosophen,  ncboline,  gelanthe,  terrol,  cou- 
marin,  eikouogen,  eugenol,  gellonal,  glutol,  loretin,  terpinol, 
cosmoline,  ozokerine,  kreachyle,  urecide,  psoal,  and  seng. 
As  these  things  are  very  seldom  prescribed,  of  course  the 
dispensing  chemist  does  not  stock  them,  so  that  when  they 
are  prescribed  he  has  to  purchase  them  in  quantities  much 
larger  than  he  requires,  and  as  many  of  them  are  never 
prescribed  a  second  time,  the  surplus  represents  ,=o  much 
money  lost.  For  e.^ample,  I  know  a  chemist  who  had  a  pre- 
scription in  which  cotoine  was  ordered  ;  he  had  to  pay  ZQs. 
for  a  small  quantity  of  it,  used  perhaps  a  shilling's  worth, 
and  lost  29.s\  by  this  one  prescription  I  When  physicians 
prescribe  such  things,  I  think  they  should  supply  the 
chemist  with  the  samples  they  have  received  from  the 
wholesale  houses,  otherwise  they  are  impoverishing  a  class 
of  men  already  poor  enough,  and  whoaie  very  much  under- 
paid for  their  education,  skill,  time,  and  trouble.  Then,  as 
I  said,  wc  are  asked  to  test  all  these  new  prepara'ion.s. 
Now.  to  test  any  one  of  them  fairly  and  scientifically,  we 
should  require  a  ward  of  at  least  twenty  beds,  and  twenty 
typical  cases  of  the  disease  it  is  said  to  cure  ;  we  should 
then  give  the  preparation  to  ten  patients,  treat  the  other 
ten  without  it,  and  compare  results.  If  all  the  samples  we 
receive  were  thus  tested,  we  should  have  to  give  up  practice, 
and  devote  every  hour  of  our  lives  to  the  work.    I  hope  the 
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new  riiarmacopfcia  will  give  us  all  the  drugs  and  prepara- 
tions, old  and  new,  that  we  can  possibly  require,  so  that  we 
need  never  prescribe  anything  outside  of  it.  Physicians' 
prescriptions  would  then  be  simple  and  intelligible,  and 
chemists  would  not  lo.-e  money  by  dispensing  them. 
I  am.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

D.  HOOPEE,  B.A.,  M.B.,  M.R.C.P.  (Lond.), 
Pliysician  to  the  Surrey  Dispensary. 
9  Trinity  Square,  S.E.,  April  18. 

Tincture  of  Fresh  Orange-peel,  B.P.  1898. 

SiE, — With  reference  to  your  note  in  last  week's  issue  on 
■this  preparation,  we  may  add  that  the  bitter-orange  season 
■extends  from  early  in  January  to  the  end  of  March.  The 
fintst  fruit  is  that  which  is  selected  from  early  shipments, 
for  it  is  the  "  best  grown  "  and  of  the  fullest  aroma. 

Yours  truly, 

Jacob  Street,  CiiAS.  Southwell  &  Co. 

Dockhead,  E.C.,  April  20. 

[We  hear  that  the  supply  of  bitter  oranges  is  short,  but 
there  is  no  rush  for  them. — Ed.] 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


44/30.  Index. — The  fact  that  the  company  has  a  regis- 
tered dentist  in  its  employment,  and  another  among  its 
directors,  does  not  entitle  the  company  to  call  itself  a 
dentist.  It  may  be  that  the  company  can  call  itself  a 
•dentist  in  any  case.  The  dentists  may  announce  themselves 
by  a  brass  plate  on  the  company's  premises. 

147/44.  A.  B. —  If  the  firm  in  question  agreed  to  allow 
you  for  empties — and  by  their  sending  you  a  credit-note  we 
presume  they  did- y  i\;  can,  of  course,  com] lel  them  to  ]iay 
what  they  owe  you.  in  cash — unless,  indeed,  there  should  have 
been  a  condition  that  they  were  only  to  pay  for  empties  in 
new  goods. 

149/54  A.  B.  P. — If  you  have  no  licence  for  selling 
methylated  spirit  you  would  not  be  justified  in  dispensing  a 
prescription  in  whicli  it  is  ordered.  Nor,  if  you  have  a 
licence,  might  you  dispense  a  prescription  in  which  it  was 
ordered  for  a  medicine  which  might  be  used  internally.  No 
.prescription,  for  example,  could  give  you  the  right  to  sell  a 
methylated  tr.  opii. 

150/53.  Queensltuid. — We  should  be  very  much  surprised 
if  any  county  court  judge  were  to  order  you  to  pay  for 
almanacs  for  1898  delivered  to  you  on  March  2.  You  have 
jgond  grounds  for  defence  in  other  respects,  but  this  one 
ought  t.  be  sufficient. 

151/43.  Devon. — We  cannot  make  out  what  legal  question 
you  wish  us  to  answer.  You  cannot  take  a  partner  without 
■some  risk. 

149/63.  Apple  Blossom. — Can  a  public  company  legally 
supply  goods,  on  contract  or  otherwise,  to  an  urban  district 
council  when  one  of  its  directors  and  two  foremen  of  depart- 
ments are  members  of  that  council  ?  [  There  is  nothing  to 
prevent  the  company  from  supplying  goods,  but  the 
shareholders  who  are  members  of  the  council  cannot  vote 
on  any  contract  or  matter  in  which  the  company  is 
interested.  If  they  do  so  they  are  each  liable  to  be  fijied 
20/.  for  each  vote.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  probably 
disqualified  from  voting.  The  matter  is  dealt  in  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  sec.  46  ] 

150/4.  Yorlishirc. — When  the  new  Pharmacopojia  is 
legally  authorised  it  will  not  be  safe  to  sell  the  old  lac  sul- 
phuris  for  milk  of  sulphur.  Whether  a  label "  Milk  of  Sulphur, 
P.L,  1723  "  would  render  it  safe  or  not  is  a  doubtful  question 
whicli  only  a  court  will  be  able  to  answer.  Camphorated 
•oil  is  not  a  synonym  for  liniment  of  camphor,  and  we  cannot 
-say  that  you  may  not  make  it  with  some  other  oil  than  olive 
'Oil.  But  we  reported  a  case  last  year  (October  16,  1897)  in 
which  a  vendor  was  fined  for  selling  a  "  camphorated  oil " 
(so  labelled)  when  liniment  of  camphor  was  asked  for,  the 
■oil  containing  a  considerable  proportion  of  mineral  oil.  The 
Pharmacopoeia  gives  formulse  for  essence  of  aniseed  and 
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essence  of  peppermint,  and  you  are  legally  bound  to  supply 
these  essences  of  Pharmacopu3ia  strength. 

147/55.  Chiropody.— It  is  jjerfectly  lawful  for  anyone  to 
practise  chiropody,  but  the  use  of  the  title  "  Surgeon- 
Chiropodist "  is  open  to  objection.  Wc  cannot  refer  you  to 
any  book  on  the  subject. 

149/25.  A  London  6'/ie»;?.<i;  writes  :— A  dentist  about  five 
years  ago  gave  us  two  prescriptions  for  dental  preparations, 
and  gave  us  permission  to  sell  same  and  also  to  print  his 
name  on  the  labels  as  being  made  according  to  his  pre- 
scriptions. He  now  wishes  us  to  discontinue  the  use  of  his 
name.    Can  he  compel  us  to  do  so  '.' 

A  question  of  injunction  can  never  be  answered  definitely, 
but  we  should  say  the  dentist  cannot  restrain  the  statement 
on  the  labels  that  the  preparations  are  according  to  his  pre- 
scription, because  it  is  strictly  true.  A  good  deal,  of  course, 
would  turn  upon  what  took  place  when  the  oria;inal  agree- 
ment was  made,  but  the  case  appears  to  be  similar  to  that 
of  James  v.  James,  13  L  R.  Eq.  421.  We  do  not  think  the 
Court  would  grant  an  inj  unction. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  suhncrthers  and  thnr  employes  only  ;  qufrUs  mtisl, 

'here/ore,  be  aulhenlir  ii  i  d  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  Ifian  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 

Notica  to  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 

be  fiven,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  tample. 

Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  yost. 


129/37.  iSfar. — Hair-wash. — The  ingredients  we  detect 
in  your  sample  are  glycerine,  tincture  of  cantharides,  and 
eau  de  Cologne. 

117/71.  B.  II. — The  Face-wash  has  a  similar  composition 
to  the  following  :• — 

P.  boraeis      ...       ...       ...       ...  5j' 

Liq.  cocci      ...       ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Glyceriui       ...       ...       ...       ...  .5iv. 

Spt.  rosmarini    5iij  ■ 

Aq.  rosoc  ad   ovj. 

Filter  bright. 

115  33.  F.  S.  31.— The  Powders  for  Staying  the  Craving 
for  Intoxicants  contain  a  trace  of  antim.  pot.  tart,  triturated 
with  sacch.  lactis. 

116/26.  JVose. — I'our  Powder  for  Using  instead  of  Snuff 
is  boric  acid. 

130/4.  £ent. — The  colouring-matter  in  the  mercuric- 
iodide  tablet  is  eosine  A. 

139/44.  Amicus. — Your  sample  of  Hair-dressing  is  a 
solution  of  borax  in  water  and  rose-water. 

142,  50.  Violet. — "  Parma  Violette  "  Water-softener. — 
This  is  composed  of  carbonate  of  soda  coloured  with  "  soluble 
blue  "  and  perfumed  with  ionone. 

140/65.  Scour. — Powder  for  Scour  in  Calves. — This  is 
composed  of — 

Cretae  preparatie      ...       ...       ...  §j. 

P.  catechu     ...       ...       ...       ...  oss. 

P.  opii  gr.  XX. 

M. 

139/1.  Ajax. — -Confectioners"  Paste  Colours  are  com- 
posed of  a  base  of  syrupy  glucose,  with  whicli  is  incor- 
porated—  for  red,  cochineal  or  carmine  ;  yellow,  turmeric  or 
saffron;  brown,  burnt  sugar;  green,  chlorophyll;  blue, 
indigo. 

142/70.    Smilax. — Testing  Drinking-water  for  Acidity 

s  a  delicate  operation,  as  the  organic  acids  causing  it  are 
resent  in  only  minute  quantities.  Litmus  should  be  used 
s  the  indicator,  and  decinormal  caustic  soda  run  in,  the 
per-ation  being  performed  in  a  monochromatic  light,  ob- 
tained by  heating  a  bead  of  sodium  carbonate  in  a  bunsea 
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flame.  The  object  of  the  monochromatic  light  is  to  make 
the  operation  more  delicate — red  appearing  colourless,  whilst 
blue  looks  black  or  smoky,  according  to  the  quantity  present. 

144/43.  II.  E.  Il—V^'e  do  not  think  there  is  a  sufficiently 
large  market  to  justify  you  in  patenting  the  device  which 
you  have  invented. 

146/26.  J.  M. — You  will  find  an  advertisement  of  iodine- 
valsul  in  the  1898  Diary,  wlucli  will  give  you  all  the 
infoimation  you  require. 

146/39.  X:c)io. — P'ormulas  for  essences  of  raspberry  and 
.strawberry  were  given  on  page  29  of  the  C.  S,-  B.,  January  1, 
1898. 

150/33.  A.  J/rZ.— There  is  a  little  "  Guids  to  Soap- 
making,"  publishc<l  by  Mr.  Garforth,  chemist,  Sheffield,  at 
l.<,        which  would  give  you  the  information  you  require. 

149/46.  T.  IT.  TF.— Black  Ink  for  Bubber  Stamps.— A 
formula  for  this  is  given  in  C.  4'"  B-,  November  27,  1897, 
page  855. 

150/41.  Jitvenis. — Milk-preserver, — A  mixture  of  boric 
acid  (3)  and  bicarbonate  of  soda  (1)  is  a  reliable  powder  for 
this  purpose.  To  each  3  gals,  of  inilk  add  2  teaspoonfuls  of 
this  powder. 

146/24.  B.  S;  Co. — Colouring  for  Jelly-squares. — For 
lemon  and  orange  squares  safEron  or  aniline  yellow  is  used, 
■whilst  for  raspberry  and  other  red  jelly  squares  varying  pro- 
portions of  cochineal  colouring  are  required. 

47/1.    Agnosco. — Quinine- and- Jaborandi  Hair-tonic  : — 

Tr.  jaborandi   '     ...  .^j. 

Tr.  cantljaridis    ... 

Quin.  sulph   9j. 

Aq.  coloiiiensis         ...        ...  ... 

Ess.  bouquet ...       ...       ...       ...  .^)iv, 

Aq.  ad   '  ...  Oj. 

Filter  bright. 

146/11.  R.  T. — You  want  plenty,  of  exercise  and  fresh 
air,  in  addition  to  the  mixture  you  are  taking,  to  set  your 
liver  right. 

151/6.  Afalanta. —  (1)  We  cannot  .suggest  anything  that 
will  elfectually  cover  the  smell  of  naphthalin  ;  strong  per- 
fumes, such  as  citroiiella  and  verbena,  are  but  partial 
successes.  (2)  Mr.  W.  H.  McGrath's  methoil  for  producing 
Soluble  Essence  of  Ginger,  published  in  the  C.  D., 
February  15,  1890,  page  221,  is  one  of  the  best.  Exhaust 
li  lb.  of  bruised  ginger  wit  h  a  menstruum  of  45  oz.  of  60-per- 
cent. S.V.K.  and  15  oz.  of  water  by  maceration  a]id  percolation, 
the  product  being  about  45  oz.  To  40  oz.  of  this  tincture 
40  oz.  of  water  is  added,  then  7^  oz.  of  phosphate  of  soda, 
dissolved  in  5  oz.  of  boiling  water,  and  allowed  to  cool, 
is  added,  and  followed  by  a  solution  of  \  oz.  of  fused 
chloride  of  calcium  in  5  oz.  of  water.  The  whole  is  then  well 
shaken,  and  allowed  to  stand  twelve  hour?,  and  filtered.  The 
filtrate  is  then  introduced  into  a  still,  and  30  oz.  distilled  off 
and  reserved  ;  a  further  quantity  of  40  oz.  is  now  distilled  and 
rejected,  and  the  still  allov,-ed  to  cool.  Empty  the  still,  and 
rinse  out  with  the  30  oz.  of  distillate  fi.rst  obtained.  Mix  the 
liquids  and  filter. 

148/10.  Mirror. — The  "stains  caused  by  damp"  on  a 
mirror  cannot  be  removed.  The  silvering  has  become  dis- 
integrated. 

148  41.  JSfil  Des. — (1)  Neuralgia- cachets, — These  should 
contain  4  .gr.  of  phenacetin  each.  (2)  Toothache-cachets. 
— For  these  we  suggest  5  gr.  of  sa-l'icylate  of  soda. 

149/50.  Patience. — Filtration  tlirongh  recently-dried 
animal  charcoal  is  usually  enough  to  clear  solution  of 
dammar  in  benzine.  Failing  this,  the  use  of  some  de- 
hydrating substance  (such  as  dried  sulphate  of  copper) 
will  be  required,  the  opalescence  being  due  to  the  presence 
of  water. 

141/2.  A.  S.  (N.S.W.).— (1)  In  the  formula  for  unfer- 
mented  ginger-wine  {C.  S-  I).,  August  7,  1897,  page  250),  for 
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tincture  of  orange  rtM.  tincture  of  ginger.  (2)  Tangerine 
Oranges  arc  a  variety  of  Ciirux  aurantiiim  of  small  size  and 
with  a  flavour  suggestive  of  bergamot.  They  arc  rcadily- 
purchaseablc  in  London.  (3)  Observation  of  the  iodine- 
absorption  is  the  best  tost  between  cotton-seed  and  olive- 
oils.  With  (ilive  oil  it  is  81-5  to  84  5;  cotton-seed,  105  to- 
109.  The  new  B,P.  test  for  presence  of  cotton-seed  oil  in 
olive  oil  is  to  shake  10  c.c.  of  the  oil  with  2  c  c.  of  a  reagent 
prepared  by  dissolving  1  gramme  of  silver  nitrate  in  100  c.c. 
of  absolute  alcohol,  with  the  addition  of  20  c.c.  of  ether- 
and  1  drop  of  nitric  acid,  no  blackening  should  occur 
when  the  mixture  is  heated  on  a  water-bath  for  ten  minutes. 
(4)  Brewed  Ginger-beer.— See  C.  3,-  U.,  April  2,  1898^ 
page  562.    (5)  Lime-cream  for  the  hair  : — ■ 

01.  nuc-is       ...       ...       ...       ...  5xx. 

Aq.  calcis       ...       ...       ...       ...  .^ix. 

Liq.  calcis  sacch.     ...       ...       ...  .^iij. 

Glycerini    Jij. 

P.  boracis    t;r.  xxxij, 

01.  limonis     ...       ...       ...  ... 

01.  caryoph   iiixxx, 

01.  bergamot   nixxx. 

Mix  the  nut  oil  and  perfumes  in  a  Winchester  quart,  and  add' 
the  mixed  lime-solutions,  a  small  quantity  at  a  time,  shaking 
after  each  addition.    Finally  add  the  glycerine  and  borax. 

(6)  "Yellow  lemon"  is  barium  chromate,  and,  being  very- 
poisonous,  should  not  be  used  for  colouring  food. 

149/30.  Menyanthes  finds  that  the  clearness  of  Carboy- 
colours  made  of  chromate  of  potash  for  yellow,  and 
ammonio-sulphate  of  copper  for  blue,  rapidly  lessens,  owinu 
to  action  of  the  chemical  on  the  lead  glass  of  which  the 
carboys  are  made.  A  solution  of  picric  acid  and  solution  of 
methylene  blue  make  yellow  and  blue  solutions  free  froni- 
this  objection.  (2)  Chlorodyne  for  Veterinary  Practice. — 
There  is  a  good  i^ormula  for  this  in  "  A'eterinary  Comiter- 
practice "'  which  is  too  long  to  quote  here.    Please  refer. 

143/19.  H.L.B  (Bombay). — Books  on  Soap-making. — 
"  Soaps  and  Candles,"  edited  by  Jas.  Cameron  (Churchill),. 
7s. ;  Watt's  "  Art  of  Soap-making  "  (Crosby  Lockwood),  9s. 


Comlna  Invents. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meeting!  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  field, 


Monday,  April  25. 

Pita riiiacrtitiral  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,, 
Street,  Dublin,  at  8.15  P.^r.    Closing  meeting.    At  the  closff- 
of  the  meeting  the  committee  of  the  "  Wells  Testimonial 
will  present  Mr.  W.  F.  Wells,  jun.,  ex-President,  with  a  silver 
bowl. 

Iiot/<il    Photographic    Snciefi/     Intrrnaiiunal  Photociraphir, 
'  Ih-iiihition,  Crystal  Palace.     Will  be  opened  by  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

Wednesday,  April  27- 

Vorfarshire  and  Diatrict  Chemists'  Associat iov.  Aniuiid  meet- 
ing (4-  r.M.)  and  dinner  (5.30  p.m.)  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,. 
Arbroath. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C.,  at  8  P.M. 
"  Photograph}'  and  Colour-printing,"  by  Captain  W.  dc;  W. 
Abney. 

Thursday,  April  28. 

Chemists'  Assistant'  Association,  75  Newman  StrcKjt,  W,  at 
9  P.M.    Short  papers  by  members. 

Friday,  April  29. 

Ii-ish  Pharmacists'  Assistant.^'  Association,  Dubliii.  Aunnal 
supper-. 

Sheffield  Microscojjical  Society,  at  8  p.m.  Demonstration  on 
"  Some  Pathogenic  Micro-organisms,"  by  Dr.  Waddy. 

Royal  Institntion  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,, 
Piccadilly,  W,,  at  9  P.M.  "  Magneto- optic  Rotation  and  its- 
Explanation  by  a  Gyrostatic  Medium"  (with  experimtntai' 
illustrations),  by  Professor  Andrew  Gray,  F.R.S. 

Public  Dispensers'  Association,  Bloomsbury  Hall,  Hart  Street,. 
W.,  at  8  P.M.  Paper  on  "Antitoxins,"  by  Dr.  G.  Dean,, 
bacteriologist  in  charge  of  antitoxin  department,  Britisb 
Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine. 
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